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PREFACE

Yoruba, unlike most African languages, has been made the subject of careful
study by a number of competent scholars, who have produced for it highly useful
dictionaries and grammatical studies. The primary goal of this book is therefore
not so much to describe asto inculcate speech habits; matters of pronunciation and
grammar which have, for the most part, been described thoroughly by previous writ-
ers are made the subject of an extensive set of drill materials, both printed and
recorded.

This volume was prepared under an agreement with the Office of Education,
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, under the National Defense Educa-
tion Act. The lessons which it contains were designed in the first instance for
study with professional supervision and Yoruba-speaking instructors. The set of
tapes which accompanies the course will be of value in supplementing work with a
native teacher, and may also be used for study or review where no native speaker
of the language is available. The tapes were prepared in the laboratory of the For-
eign Service Institute, under the direction of Gabriel Cordova.

Most of the Yoruba sentences in this course were provided by Qlalgye Aremu
and Josiah $imaren, with some additional materials being provided by Alexander
Edwards and Samuel Adebgngj¢. In addition, Aremu and Edwards assumed impor-
tant measures of responsibility in the revision of the original draft. The linguist
in charge of the project was Earl W. Stevick, coordinator of the Special African
Language Program.

The FSI staff members who have worked on the Yoruba text wish to express
their gratitude for the existence of the dictionaries and other studies prepared in
earlier years by Ida C. Ward, E. C. Rowlands, R. C. Abraham, Hans Wolff, and the
Church Missionary Society. Consultations with Robert Armstrong and Mark Hanna
Watkins also proved most helpful.  Without the labors of all these scholars, this
book could not have appeared. The Foreign Service Institute of course assumes

responsibility for the present work.
. 7 74
¥ //&L_«-

Howard E, Sollenberger, Dean
School of Language and Area Studies

Foreign Service Institute
Department of State
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Introduction

The organization of this course is based on three assumptions.
(1) Yoruba is a moderately difficult language for Westernersto
learn. (2) The grestest source of difficulty lies in the accurate
hearing and reproduction of tone. These difficulties are suffi-
ciently serious so that only the exceptionally talented student
can learn rapidly and well from a course that slights the tonal
aspect of the language. (3) Things to be learned—new skills to
be acquired—should confront the student one at a time, and should
be arranged in such an order that his progress will be as smooth
as possible.

Accordingly, Yoruba Basic Course has been divided into a

number of parts. First are three series of tone drills which
concentrate respectively on the tone patterns of short vowels
in short utterances, the tone patterns of long or double vowels

in short utterances, and the tone patterns of longer utterances.

Following the tone drills is a series of 49 lesson wunits.
0f these, the first 20 introduce and drill those aspects of the
grammar which involve changes in tone and vowel length. Notes and

exercises accompany each unit.

Following the lesson units themselves is a series of sentences,
somewhat in the style of a phrase book, from which the student is
encouraged to choose those that suit his own needs. In addition to
choosing the sentences, the student has the added responsibility of

constructing his own exercises based on them.

The course as a whole, then, leads the student from tightly
controlled work on quite narrowly restricted drills, to the exer-

cise of ever-increasing initiative and responsibility.

The ultimate goal of the present course is that the student

should develop the ability to understand and use correct, idiomatic
iv
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Yoruba in the most common situations i1n which he finds himself.

The development of this kind of competence will, however, require
of teacher and student much that is not contained in this series of
lessons. Omission of such material is justified on the assumption
that what has been provided will serve as a solid foundation for
further development, and because it is believed that the contents
of the published course will relieve the teacher of the most deli-

cate and most tedious parts of lesson preparation.

There is, however, a necessary preliminary stage which must
not be bypassed. This stage consists of mastering the mechanical
aspects of the dialogues and exercises contained in the lessons.
The immediate and indispensable goal and the gole criterion for
evaluation of progress at this stage should be the students' abil-
ity to come forth with the 'desired responses', unhesitatingly and
with accurate pronunciation.

The nature of the 'desired responses'! to the tone drills is
indicated clearly in the introduction to each series. For the
dialogues, only three levels of achievement should be recognized,

as implied in the following questions:

1. Can the students repeat accurately after the instructor
all the sentences of the dialogue? Books should be
closed at this stage.

2. Can the students read aloud from the book, with highly
accurate pronunciation, all the sentences of the dia-
logue?

3. Can each student, with book closed, assume either role
in the dialogue, going through it without hesitation
and without mistakes?

For the exercises, the levels of achievement which are to

be recognized are two:

1. Can the students repeat after the instructor all of the

words and phrases in the exercise?

v
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2. Can each student, with book closed, give the desired
response to the 'cue' words or phrases in the exercise<®
(Ordinarily, the words or phrases in the left-hand column
should be the first cues, and the phrases in the second
column should be the desired responses to those cues. In
a number of exercises, however, where there are three or
more Yoruba columns, 1t is suggested that each column be
used in its turn as a source of cues, with some other
column as a source of the desired responses. Thus, the
notation (1-2, 2-1) at the head of an exercise means that
the first time through the exercise, the cues should be
taken from Column 1 and the responses from Column 23 the
second time through, the cues should be taken from Column

2, and the responses from Column 1.

3

The basic dialogues are presented in three parallel columns.
The left-hand column indicates pronunciation only. For this reason,
it does not make use of capitalization, or of sentence-final punc-
tuation. The center column gives a typical spelling of the same
sentences according to present-day practice by educated speakers of
the language. It does not claim to be representative of a standard,
or norm, for spelling of the language. The third column consists of

English equivalents.

Adherence to the following principles will help to assure
smooth and efficient use of class time:

l. Hearing before speaking. The students should be given

ample opportunity to hear a new word or phrase, with
books closed, before they try to speak it — still with

books closed.

2. Speaking before reading. The students should achieve a

highly acceptable pronunciation of each new word or phrase
before they see it written on the blackboard or in their
books.

vi
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3. Practice the language. During the class period, there

is little need for talking about the lesson, either in

English or in Yoruba.

li. The student should correct his mistakes, not primarily
bty asking why they are wrong, or by requesting a gram-
matical explanation, but by repeating the correct form

again and again until it becomes automatic.

NOTES ON THE PRONUNCIATION OF YORUBA

The Vowels of Yoruba

A general difference between the vowel sounds of Yoruba and
those of English is that the Yoruba vowels are unglided. That is
to say, there is no perceptible change in vowel quality during the
production of the sound. The jaw, tongue, and lips, whose posi-
tions determine vowel quality, remaln relatively stationary during
the pronunciation of a Yoruba vowel. By contrast, certain vowels
in virtually all forms of English, and virtually all vowels in
some forms of English, have a characteristic glide, which is most
easily observable 1n words like go and say. During production of
the vowel of go, for example, the lips assume an increasingly
rounded shape; in the vowel of may, the tongue moves toward a
higher position, near the front of the mouth. This sort of motion
of the organs of articulation is not characteristic of Yoruba

vowels.

Yoruba has seven oral (i.e. non nasalized) vowels:

Spelling Description Examples
i Reminiscent of the vowel in IbI 'place!
English eat, but unglided. ori '"head'
vil
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-0

-0

Technically: a high front unrounded vowel.

Next to a velar consonant, Igi "tree!
this vowel sometimes sounds
a bit different, something like the first vowel in

some Americans' pronunciation of silver, children.

Technically: a centralized high front unrounded

vowel.
Reminiscent of the vowel in edd 'language'!
English fate, but more like 1w "book!

the vowels in French ete.

It is important to avoid gliding this sound.

Technically: a higher mid front unrounded vowel.

Similar to the vowel of S

v

Technically: a lower mid front unrounded vowel.

Yleg'

Ht ~®f

'work!

D =D »

English set.

Similar to the vowel of ata 'pepper!
American English not. awd 'plate!

Technically: a low central unrounded vowel.

O
o’
o -0t

Reminiscent of the vowel "monkey!

Neyl
o

of loss in most English 'king!

dialects, but unglided.

Technically: a lower mid back slightly rounded

vowel.

viii
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. . - ’
o Reminiscent of the vowel of owo 'money!!

English soak, but unglided. 5do 'river!

Technically: a mid back rounded vowel.

u Reminiscent of the vowel of otutd 'cold!

English toot, but unglided. 111 teity!

Technically: a high back rounded vowel.

Nasalized vowels. Three general statements may be made about

nasalization of vowels:

1. Those vowels that are subject to nasalization are auto-
matically nasalized in a syllable that begins with a
nasal consonant (i.e. m or n). The vowels 0 and e are
not subject to nasalization in the same way in which
the other vowels are.

2. All nasalized vowels are slightly centralized as compared

with their non-nasal counterparts.

3. If a syllable contalning a nasalized vowel begins with
one of the consonants w, y, r, then the nasalization
includes the entire duration of the consonant as well

as the vowel.
Notice that the letter n after the vowel letter is used as
the orthographic symbol for nasalization in Yoruba.

An area of indeterminacy in the writing of books in or on
Yoruba is the treatment of the nasalized vowels written an and
on. These probably contrast with one another in some dialects,

but not in others. The use of one or the other of these sounds

1xX
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in a given word varies widely from one dialect to another. It has
become customary to write gn after the labial consonants, and an
otherwise. This practice will be followed here, but the word gé
'don't' constitutes an exception. Compare mé '(not) again.' These

words are pronounced alike by some speakers.

in Reminiscent of the vowel in lsin  'worship'
English pinch. mérin 'four!
Technically: a lower high front unrounded vowel,
nasalized.
en Reminiscent of the vowel in iyén "that!

English bench.

Technically: a lower mid front unrounded vowel,

nasalized.
an Reminiscent of the vowel in érén 'meat!
on British English aunt, or some ib@n 'gun'!
times of the vowel in English mé 'to know!
bunch, sometimes the vowel na 'to flog!

in English launch.

Technically: Respectively low central unrounded,
lower mid central unrounded, lower

back rounded nasalized vowels.

un Reminiscent of the vowel in binu 'to be angry!
English June or the vowel 1n sun 'to sleep'
English won't. fun 'for!

Technically: a back rounded vowel with height

varying from high to mid.
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The Consonants of Yoruba

o’

= 3

5o

=0

~ 09

.

These sounds are for all practical purposes the
same as the corresponding sounds in English. The
letter g, of course, always stands for the pro-
nunciation of the first sound in go, never for

the first sound 1n gem.

Before oral vowels, these we 'to swim,
bathe!

letters stand for sounds .

that are virtually identi- wi 'to please!

cal with their English eyl 'this!

counterparts. yé 'to turn aside!

Before nasal vowels, these wén "they'

consonants are nasalized, €yin 'egg'

so that they sound almost

like sequences of a nasal consonant plus w or y.

Reminiscent of the consc- 35 'to dance'
nant sound in English Jinné 'far!

Joe, but with less friction.

Technically: a voiced blade palatal stop with

little or no affrication.

Similar to the consonant ho 'to boil'!
of English hoe, but less Shun 'voice'!

strongly pronounced.

Reminiscent of the conso- sé 'do!
nant sounds in English Ison 'muscle,
sinew!

x1i
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see, she respectively, se "cook!
but the Yoruba sounds asd 'cloth!
are higher 1n pitch

than their English counterparts. For some
speakers, Yoruba s sounds almost like English
(and Yoruba) s.

Yoruba has a syllabic nka&n 'something'
nasal sound which 1is fi o wa 'T will come!
produced, depending on

its environment, in the same position as the
consonants m and n, or in the same position

as the last consonant sound in English song.

It differs from these other sounds in its

length, and in the fact that it always carries

a tone.

When it stands before a consonant, the syllabic
nasal assumes the position of articulation which
is characteristic of that consonant. When it
stands before a vowel, it 1s dorso-velar (like

the ng in song), and is transcribed in these
materials with the letter n. Note that in the
transcription employed here, the letter which
stands for the syllabic nasal always stands under
a tone mark, and also that in this system of tran-
scription a tone mark never stands over the letter

n unless the n does stand for the syllabic nasal.

- . ’ ’ -
Reminiscent of the rara 'expression

socund spelled r 1in of negation)

Id

British English very, ri 'to see!
or of the Spanish sound in pero. But where the

xii
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European sounds consist of taps against the gum
ridge from below it, the usual Yoruba r begins
with the tongue bent back so that the tip is
behind the gum ridge. It then taps against the
gum ridge on the way down.

This palr of consonants are likely to cause the
learner as much difficulty as all of the other
consonants and vowels of Yoruba combined.

Both gb and p are 'co-articulated stops,' pro.
nounced with simultaneous closure at the lips

(as for English big or pig), and at the soft
palate (as for English gave, cave). The two
closures are released simultaneously, without
any aspiration (puff of breath). The two sounds
are identical except that gb is voiced, while p
is voiceless. (Sounds like Yoruba P are spelled
kp in most other languages where they are found).

An approximation to this type of stop sound may
be made by pronouncing the English phraselgig
boy, and then trying to divide it after the first
vowel: bil-gboy. In learning the sounds properly,
however, there 1s no substitute for many short
periods of work with a speaker of Yoruba who can
both provide an authentic model for imitation,
and also tell the student immediately whether

his attempt at mimicry is accurate. The exer-
cises which follow this section may prove useful

as guides in this kind of practice.

In pronouncing the syllables pe, gbe, po, gbo,
it is important not to make the vowels too tense,
or to spread the lips in the production of e

after p and gb.

Xiil
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Qbé (name of a river)

égbén

oba

Sba

ogbé

ogbé
tchin!

égbén

égbén

ébén

ébqn
'to get!
told!
'shoe!
thow? !
'calabash'
'king!
'now!
'parent!
Ttime !
'Thunger!

xXiv

Sgba
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o’
o
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'garden, yard!

D
S
D
S

'man'!s outer

garment!
'yes!
tgun'!
told!
'thalf'!

tcoconut!

'older sibling'

'knife'!
Tbed!

ttake!

of tree)
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d. Sound sequences for practice with a live tutor.

gbi gbin
gbe
gbe
ghba
gb vs. p
a. igbé
Tgba
igbé
ipé
ipé
b. ipé
1pe
1pe
igbé
igbé
c. papa
gbighd
Spé
égbén
adﬁpé
$p3

gbu  gbun igbi igbin ugbu  ugbun
gbo egbe ogbo
gbo  gbon qgbe 9gbg  ogben
agba
'calabash' ipé 'ep1lepsy'
ipé D
Tgba S
Igba D
ipé S
tcall! lgbe  'illegal punishment'
1gbe D
ipé S
ipé D
igbé S
1field! gbédun 'interesting
told! P tcheap!
'walking stick! lagbéJé 'so-and-so!
'older sibling' pqlﬁ 'with'
'thank you' dugbe (name of a
. . v street)
Epe (a city) O0pOPO 'street!

XV
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e.
pi
pe
pg

The Tones of Yoruba

'Egbadd (a city)
Tkill!
'companion'!

'box !

§ﬁgb§n "but!

gbagbé 'forget!
péJﬁ '"be abundant!
péri 'finish'
'metal bowl'

'we heard!

'we squeezed!
'king!

'equal!
'wrath'!

(type of tree)
'chin!

(type of fruit)

Sound sequences for practice with a live tutor

pin

pa

pu pun ipi
po epe
PQ  pon gpe

ipin upu upun
opo
9PQ  Qpgn
apa

In transcribing the pitch phenomena of Yoruba for beginning

foreign students of the language, it is expedient to write in

terms of six tones:

four level ones, and two glides. This is

true even though for those to whom Yoruba is the mother tongue,

Xvi
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or for advanced non-Yoruba students, a three-way distinction among

high, mid and low is sufficient for all practical purposes.

The tone marks have the following values:

Symbol

rd

a

o

o,

e

Value

High level pitch

Mid level pitch

'Second'! tone:
level pitch
slightly lower
than mid level
would be 1n the
same tonal en-

vironments.

Low level pitch

Rising pitch.
(1) After ~ or

v

xXvii

Examples
fé 'to want!
s11é 'to the house'
§i§é 'to work!'
10 'go!
ni§ﬁ 'with reference
to yam!
33 rchild!
lati 'from, by, etc.
dmd kan 'one child!

(some dialects only)

’ [}
mqta

A

ra
- .
gyin

» ® -
ni1 fila

’ ~
silu

’ v
me w&

131

lbuyl
'palm nuts'

'with ref. toa
hat!

(some dialects only)

'to the town!

'don't come'!
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the rise starts at lowest $118 marun '5 shillings'
level and rises part of
the way toward the highest.

(2) After other tones, the Omj y1 'this child!
rise starts approximately (some dialects only)

at the middle level and
rises to the highest.

\ v
1lu 'town!

In general, the beginning and ending points of the glide
vary somewhat with the tonal environment and with the

style and tempc of speech.

Falling pitch. As with 1034 'to the market!

o>

the rising glide, begin- méfé 6

ning and ending points
vary somewhat according to the tonal environment and

with the style and tempo of speech. Falling pitch is
found almost exclusively after “or V.

The special tone mark * means that for some speakers the
syllable has high tone, for others low tone, and for still others
falling tone.

The symbol } stands for a high tone at the end of the last
syllable that precedes 1ty this sign 1s most frequently found
after a noun or noun phrase which 1s the subject of a verb. After
I, syllables with basic low tone have falling tone.

xviii
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Tonal differences among speakers of Yoruba

Depending on the area from which a speaker comes, certain
additional tonal phenomena may be noted. Low tone at the beginning
of a word e.g. éﬁé 'lgarment' éEé 'knife' is pronounced by most
with low level pitch, but a falling contour may also be heard from
some. A mid tone followed directly by rise or second tone 1s pro-
nounced by most speakers with mid level pitch, but a fall may be
heard here also. Finally, the tone of a word in one part of the
Western Region may be different from the tone of the same word
somewhere else: the word ri 'to see!' has high tone for most

speakers, but mid tone for others.

Vowel length

What is phonetically a single vowel in Yoruba may occur with
one of two contrasting degrees of length. If we use the word
'mora'! to stand for a unit of vowel length, then a long vowel has
two moras, while a short vowel has only one. In the system of
transcription used in this course, two-mora vowels are indicated

in three different ways:

(1) When the long vowel results from assimilation of a
word-final vowel to the word initial vowel that follows
it, the extra mora is indicated by a dot followed by the
vowel letter: §é 9 15 §:5 16 'did you go?'

(2) When the long vowel results from the assimilation of
a word-initial vowel to the word-final vowel that precedes
it, the extra mora is indicated by a dot following the

I SV —_— S v .
vowel letter: Ile 1we Tle*we 'school!

xXix
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The same symbolism is used for moras that are not pronounced
except following another word:

Tle thouse ! baba 'father'

N -

Ile'mi 'my house! I1é"baba 'father's house!

(3) Otherwise, the two-mora vowels are written with double

vowel letterss

bee 'like that!
naa 'the, that!
boolu "ball!

It should be noted that as far as pronunciation is concerned,
these three manners of writing two-mora vowels are completely

equivalent to one another: §:o 15, so” 1§ and §55 15 would all

be pronounced identically.

Vowels may also occur in sequence with no intervening conso-
nant, but with a syllable boundary between them. The hyphen is

used when an explicit symbol is needed for this juncture.

o goT : 'he 1s taired!

=O~ =On»

o go-0 'you are tired!

In the system of transcription employed here, the space between
words has no phonetic value. It is inserted to set off units that
have been established on other than phonological grounds, and
serves incidentally the orthographic function of distinguishing
the sequence (nasal vowel, oral vowel) from the sequence {(oral

vowel, n, vowel):

L I SR VI - = 2N
awdn obi‘mI 'my parents! awd naa 'the leather!
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'Condensation!

Most frequently, each unit of vowel length in Yoruba carries
one and only one of the six tones, and the tone on the second mora
is elther low, mid, or high. It sometimes happens, however, that
a tonal sequence that ordinarily occupies two moras is pronounced
with the length of only one. Because in such cases the two-mora
pronunciation is usually optional, the name 'condensation' has be
been applied to this phenomenon. 'Condensed' forms are not ordi-
narily indicated in this course, but they may be represented
graphically by writing the latter of the two tones over a blank
space:

Uncondensed: & gbé’ 15 s116é 'take him, go home'

rd - 4 »
Condensed: gbe™ 10 sile ron " n oo

ol

-

The vowel represented by gbé consists of two moras, while
the vowel represented by gbé' consists of only one.

Tone Drills

Tone is a difficult but indispensable part of the Yoruba
language. It is used not only as a means of differentiating
among the members of countless sets of otherwise identical words,
but also as an i1mportant grammatical signalling device. Anyone
who wants to understand Yoruba easily or speak it intelligibly
must use tone with at least reasonable accuracy.

For this reason, three series of tone drills have been placed
at the beginning of this course. Their length may seem formidable
to the beginning student, but it is recommended that from 25 to
50 hours out of the first 100-150 hours of study be devoted to
them. Later, the student will find that almost all of the words

xxX1
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and phrases which he has practiced under the guise of tone drills
will reappear in the regular numbered units of the course, and the
tonal difficulties in the dialogues and exercises of those units
will be greatly reduced if they have first been tackled systemati-
cally.

Series I. Tone contrasts on one-mora vowels.

If a tape recorder is available, it is suggested that the
student listen to each drill a few times before using it with a
live instructor. At this stage, he should attempt to give the
BEnglish responses only.,.

With a Yoruba-speaking instructor, the drills should be used
first for listening practice, then for direct mimicry after the
instructor, and finally as a script from which the student reads
aloud to the instructor.

xxii
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diverse ULLETANCES tveiresteesrsovennssnn 55
8. Combination of all preceding drills ...... 56
9. High-HIGH LOW-Mid vs. High-MID LOW~-Mid ... 56

10. High-FALL LOW-Mid vs. High-MID LOW-Mid ... S7
11. High-HIGH LOW-Mid vs. High-FALL LOW-Mid .. 57
12. Combination of Drills 9, 10 and 11 ....... 57
13. Extension of Drill 12 to segmentally

diverse ULLErancCes ceoveriecscecesannsssns 58
1. Mid-HIGH MID-Mid vs. Mid-MID MID-Mid ..... 58
15. Mid-MID MID-Mid vs. Mid-LOW MID-Mid ...... 58

16. Combination of Drills 14 and 15 «¢.veeenen. 58
17. Mid-HIGH MID-Low vs. Mid-MID MID-Low ..... 59
18. Mid-MID MID-Low vs. Mid-LOW MID-LOW +u.... 59
19. Extension of Drills 17 and 18 to segmentally

diverse ULLErancCesS cvveceveesesstonencnes 59
20, Mid-MID LOW-Mid vs. Mid-MID MID-LOW «.cs.. 60
2l. Mid-HIGH LOW-Mid vs. Mid-HIGH MID-LOW .... 60
22, Extension of Drills 20 and 21 ..ieieaccons 60

23. Low-RISE MID-Low vs. LOW-MID MID-LOW +eeas. 61
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2l . High~SECOND MID-Mid vs. High-SECOND SECOND-

MiAd eeeesvoeoaneoesasansesecascnsanenaaas DOl
25. High-MID MID-Low vs. High-SECOND SECOND-Low 61
26. High-HIGH MID-Low vs. High-MID MID-LOW .... 62
27 High- SECOND LOW-Mid vs. High-MID LOW-Mid .. 62
28. High-SECOND MID-Low vs. High-MID MID-Low ... 63
29. High-SECOND Low-Mid vs. High-FALL LOW-Mid . 63

Series III. Tones in longer PhTrasesS .eeeeeeesesc.sosees Ol-71

1. PP ST
2. R < 14
3. O 013
L. et e eeseesesceres et cat ittt anaeas oo 66
5. P o Yo'
5. O < ¥ ¢
7. et e sttt eeates ettt reesannaaeaanass D8
8. Y 1)
9. P (¢

Lesson Units

Units 1-20: Short dialogues; morphophonemics of tone and

length; supplementary vocabulary

Unitl LR I A N IR B R R Y R B I B A L R AT I I B I I I I IR R I I T I T I I I I A I 73
A. Dialogue: 'How are you?'
B. Notes:

1. 1 sg. and 2 sg. subject pronouns, md and J
2. Eé: introducing yes-no gquestions
'Assimilation! of the vowel of se
C. Exercises
D. Supplementary material
l. Places, and some activities associated with
them

2. 'Elision' with si 'to!

XXV
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Unit 2

A.

C.
D.

Unit 3

A,

C.
D.

Unit L

A.
B.

Dialogue: 'Are you in good health?!
Notess
1. 1 pl. and 2 pl. subject pronouns, & and e
2. 'Assimilation' with g$é
3. Tones of nI: mid or second depending on
environment. Alternation of mid and
second tones
Exercises
Supplementary material:
l. Days of the week

2. 'Elision! with EE

6t reeevaeieesseaasastes e es st ntoseaoe o ans 81

Dialogue: 'Good evening.'
Notes:
1. Tone classes of verbst low vs. mid.
2. Alternation of low and falling tones,
in Eélé
Exercises
Supplementary material: Some greetings, and the
words on which they are based

R T cecesesentasssanansansa 85

Dialogue: !'Excuse me. What is this?!
Notes:
1. ni in a 'naming construction.'
2. Extra mora before :gigi
3. Tone classes of nouns
li. 'Smoothing! of the rising tone before
mid tone when there is no intervening
consonant

5. The meaning of égé

XXVi
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C. Exercises
Supplementary material:
1. Miscellaneous useful nouns. Non-contrac-
tion of infrequent or ambiguous combina-

tions

UnitS ® 2 6 8 ¢ ¢ ¢ 3 S 8 0 0 B B S G 8 00 0 G 6 LS 0L 0L OGS 0 e e L e e e ® e 8 00 0 0 90

A, Dialoguet: 'How are you doing%... Did you sell
the knife%'
B. Notes:s

1. Literal meaning of & $6 £51Uwa

2. Elision between verb and object
3. Quasi-automatic change of high tone to
rise after low
C. Exercises

D. Supplementary material:s Some modifiers of nouns

UNLIE O teeveoosocoascasseassessssnsescssssassanennnsesns 95

A, Dialogues 'I want to buy a book.'!
B. Notes:
l. Elision involving I
2. Low verb before an object in deliberate
style has mid tone
C. Exercises
D. Supplementary material: Some additional modifiers

of nouns

UNit 7 cecevoeesocoesosaassssossssnsaoeasassossssossnssos 99

A, Dialogues 'He got a pair of shoes.'
B. Notes:
1. Third singular subject pronoun, é
2. Low verbs have mid tone before objects that

begin with consonants

xxXvii
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C.

Unit 8

A.

Unit 9

A.
B.

Unit 10

A.

3. ge assimilated to 2 sg., but elided
with 3 sg-
li. The 'X' tone: High Low Low becomes
High High Low.
Exercises
Supplementary material:
1. Some additional modifiers of nouns
Verb plus C,i- functioning as a noun

modifier

® 9 ® % 2 8 8 0 0 5 9 0 0 9 OB 0 6 OGO G S0 0 e 80 9P L e E e 0 0 et e e s e lOLL

Dialogue: 'What did Ojo buy%!

Notes:

1. Elision of mid verbs before a noun object
that begins with a vowel

2. A low verb in deliberate style followed by
a mid tone initial vowel has mid tone

3. ni plus most vowels becomes 1.

Exercises

Supplementary material: Some useful nouns,

including common foodstuffs

© 8 ¢ 5 0 6 6 0 8 0 5 00 60 5 5 8 O G ST B G S O OO B LS LG S S 04 0 a0 e e e 108

Dialogue: 'Where are my books%'
Notes:
1. ni plus most vowels becomes 1.
2. Possessives for 1 sg. and 2 sg.
Exercises
Supplementary materials Some nouns used in

talking about locations.

® 6 2 8 2 0 85 6 4 9 0 00 5 0 5 S 60 0TGP NN OB L G SO SN e B e e e 112

Dialogue: 'I tore my book.'
xxviii
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Unit 11

A.
B.

C.

Unit 12

A.

Notes:

1. A separable pair of verbs: Eé c.. ya

2. A verb (1é) whose use makes it comparable

to English prepositions.
Exercises
Supplementary materials Reasons for feeling
uncomfortable.

Sample quiz to follow Unit 10 .eeveecereoonees

® 4 6 0 0 8 6 0 5 0 00 S B G S SO OO LG O S0 OO LG L e e 00 e s 00l

Dialogue: 'What do you wantg'!
Notes:
l. A high verb keeps its tone in elision.
Exercises.
Supplementary material:
l. Answers to 'What do you want?!

2. Answers to 'What do you want to do%?'

® 8 6 0 6 % 006 0 ¢ 8 2 0 0 2 00 09 08 8 0L P S LS LSO e e 00 et e e e

Dialogue: 'Do you have any writing papert'

Notes:
1. éié as a question marker.
2. A rising tone is retained when elision
brings it into position directly after
a high tone.
3. The plural imperative.
Exercises.

Supplementary materials: Numbers, 1-10.

@ 8 & 6 3 86 86 06 5 6 00 0 0 8 068 00 ¢ 0 000 08B0 E L e e e e B0 e e e

Dialogue: 'I'm starving.'

XX1x

119

120

125

130
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C.

Unit 1l

A.

Ce.

Unit 16

A.
B.

Notess
1. Mid and low verbs in final position.
2., Mid and low verbs in elision.
3. Mid and low verbs in deliberate style
before a direct object.
L. The verb j& is not intransitive.
Exercises.

Supplementary material: Seventeen foodstuffs.

® 8 9 6 0 0 8 0 8 0 6 4 0B S 0 6 B G S S0 e P 0 O e 0 e e e s e 0 s s

Dialogue: 'What did you have to drink this
morning?!
Notes:

1. Another separable pair of verbs: fI...

[4)]
SRy
L]

Exercises.

Supplementary material: Things to drink.

Dialogue: 'Bring the cutlass.!
Notes:

1. Affirmative imperatives.

2. 'fetch' = 'go, get __, come.'

3. Negative imperative.
Exercises.

Supplementary materialss Places.

® 8 0 8 0 & 0 0 ¢ 5 0 8 0 5 0 0 G0 68 G L LRSS S S N SO s S0 et e 000 e

Dialogues 'Where are you going?'
Notes:
1. The n-tense.
2. Lengthening of the vowel of a verb.
Exercises.
Supplementary materials: Actions often

expressed with the n-tense.

XXX

136

143
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Unit 17

A.

C.

Unit 18

Unit 19

A'
B.

Unit 20

A.

1,8

® 8 5 9 8 4. 5 8 0 2 85 0200 T L LE S LT ST L O L LT S e ev e 000

Dialogues 'T took our child to school.!
Notess

l. Possessive, 1 plural.

2. Possessive, 3 singular.

3. iég as translation of !'for!
Exercises.
Supplementary materials: Place names in the

Western Region, and in the vicinity of Lagos.

Dialogue:

Notes:

'"Who are they%!

1. Possessives, 2 pl. and 3 pl.
Exercises.
Supplementary materials: Nouns expressing
personal relationshaips.
162

® ® 9 8 6 8 ¢ 0 0 5 0 P B S S04 O T IO BB G E LSS e T e et e e e

Dialogue: 'Father gave you gifts.'
Notes:

1. Pronoun object after high verbs, 1 sg.,
2 pl., 3 pl.

2. Noun plus noun, when the second noun
is in a genitival relation to the
first.

3. Possessive construction with nouns.

Exercises.

Dialogue: 'A thief got into our house.'!
Notes:

1l. Tone change of noun expressions before
verbs.
XXxX1
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C. Exercises.
D. Vocabulary Review.
Sample quiz to fo0llow Unit 20 eeeeeeeeoenns .. 169
Unit 21-49. Longer dialogues
. 171

Unit 21 eeeieennnnrenecans

A. Dialogues 'Hello in therel'

B. Notes:

1.
2. SBubject pronouns with nI.
an inseparable verb-noun combina-

Full forms of personal subject pronouns.

3. pelu:
tion.

C. Exercises.

R 1t

UnNilt 22¢ ceeesvonscoceoes

A, Dialogue: 'ITs there some reason for our

seeing youR'!

B. Notes: 1-L. Negative with ko.

C. Exercises.

vees e e e 179

9 5 0 00 0 00 0 0

Ul’llt 23 ® 6 8 ¢ 0 460 00060 00000060000

A, Dialogues 'I'm not angry any more.'

B. Notes.
C. Exercises.

181

Unit 2)_;, ® & 6 ¢ & o ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 s s e 0

A, Dialogue: 'We should know one another.'

B. Notess
1. Ei plus subject pronoun.
2. The reciprocal / reflexive construction.

3. The noun béé.
_—F

C. Exercises.
xxxii
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Unit 25

A.
B.

c.

Unit 26

A,

B.

C.

Unit 27

A.

B'

C.

Unit 28

A.
B.

C.

185

® 8 6 5 ¢ 0 0 @ 9 0 0 0 5 0 6 0 0 0 G5 S G B 0 S T OGO O LS E SN et

Dialogue: 'I've just arrived here.'
Notes:
1. niI with persons and numbers other
than 3 sg.
2. ki‘ss... (negative counterpart of nI).

Exercises.

188

Dialogue: 'I'm a student.'
Notes:
l. 3 sg.

2., Tones

object pronoun.
of object pronouns with low verbs.
Exercises.

192

Dialogues 'Tio, I hear that you bought a
house. '
Notes:
1. gi as the first in a sequence of verbs.
2. élé VS, mé;é.
3. gé followed by a clause.
Exercises.
195

@ © 8 06 8 ¢ 9 0 6 0 00 0 8 00 s s e 0B PP S O LS B 9O SO N S e 00 e 00

Dialogues 'Do you know the way?'
Notes:
1. t9 plus impersonal objects.
20 k6.3.8

combinations.

another inseparable verb-noun

3. Noun plus noun in genitival relationship.

Exercises.

xxxiii
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Unit 29

A,
B.

C.

Unit 30

Unit 31

A,

B.

C.

Unit 32

A,
B.

C.

Unit 33

A.

® 6 2 8 & 8 9 P O B 0 4 0 2O G P C S SO E NSRS S P eSO e 198
Dialogue: 'Cross Duro Rd.'
Notes:
1. A separable verb combination: Eé cen gé.
2. The impersonal verb Ié-
3. Swo in expressions of left and right.
Exercises.
Review 4 8 0 2 ® 8 P 9 2 P O T B P OB &S oS 0 e s e b 9o s e e s e 0 g0 202
® ® & 0 0 0 2 0 8 5 0 0 0 O 0 5 0 ¢ 0P O S E P S S L S . H VOO e T e e S EOLI_
Dialogue: 'My friend, I'd like you to know
me. !
Notes:
1. Absence of an extra vowel mora between
f¢ and ki.
2. Final tone of a noun expression as
subject of a géfclause.
3. Elision of nI with a following noun.
Exercises.
® & & B o @ 5 & 5 5 9 2 0 0 8 3 B 6 9 P 0B SO SRS SN PP S e s 0o 208
Dialoguet !'Sam is two years old now.'
Notes:
1. Future tense with é.
2. Tonal alternation of high and mid verbs
in the é-future.
3. Absence of tonal change in noun subjects
before é—future.
Exercises.
....I.....ll.l....ll.l..........ll.l........ 212
Dialogue: 'My name 1s ot
XxXxiv
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Unit 34

A,
B.

Unit 35

A,
B.

Unit 37

A.

Notess
1. gé... Eé... 'before.!
2. One of the uses of latl.
3. The future with a-.

Exercises.

® 8 9 & 6 ¢ 0 % 0 8 & 0 8 0 B 006t 0 0 B0 e S SS9 WS aRse e e d o 215
Dialogue: 'I want to go to Kingsway.'!
Notes:
1. Negatives with ki‘.
2. The verb-noun combination ]ﬁw".
Exercises.
® ® ¢ ¢ 8 5 0 % 5 0 O v b 0o 08 S0 B S8 00 eGP SN S e s s 218
Dialogues 'Get a bus along Ikoyi Rd.'!
Notes:
1. titi... £I... 'until.!
2. Ei in relative constructions.
Exercises.
® & & 8 06 8 8 ¢ & & 5 & 0 8 0 B 02 Pt O s 0 s B 0 0 S0t Pt e e 0 e 221
Dialogue: 'I saw the things you bought.'
Notest
1. 1latl after gbagbs.
2. An unusual parallel with English.
Exercises.
® © 8 & & & 2 0 9 S 4 0 0P O S 0B B DS S S S0 B O SP e e e E S e SRS 2214_
Dialogues 'Will you eat eko?!
Notes:
1. Qé plus object plus verb.

2. I as an indicator of tense/aspect.
3+« Tone change on the last syllable of a
clause used as the subject of a verb.

XXXV
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N\
L. naa as a translation of 'also.!

C. Exercises.

Unit38 ® 6 5 8 6 0 5 0 % 5 8 0 S 0B S L S PSS E S SO G0 S e S a s s e e o 227
A, Dialogues 'Do you know our house%'!
B. Notes:

1. The particle ma” / ma”.
2. Hours and half-hours.

3. Times of day.

C. Exercises.
Unlt 39 ® 6 0.0 0 0 8 06 8 2 0 ¢ 0 6 4 P GO O G G eSSBS L8 0 s O s B e e 0 e e s 231
A, Dialogue: 'Sit down. We'll be right back.'

B. Notes:
1. The particle jﬁ.
2. Negative counterparts of affirmative
verbs with tI.

3. The verbal expressicn fere.
et

c. Exercises.

UNIt L0 eeveeveveneeosonosneoneensncensennenaennnneas 234

A. Dialogue: 'It is pounded yam you prepared.'!
B. Notes:
1. Emphatic mé.
2 Ié 'be sated.'!
3. Eﬁg plus verb.
li. Alternative ways of expressing the
negative of repeated action.

C. Exercises.

UNIt Ll teteeeeneeeneerneeeneeeneeneeoneeennonanannes 238

A, Dialogue: 'T bought a mat in the market.'!'
XXXV 1
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Unit 45

A.

Notes:

1.
2.

Exercises.

Dialogues

Notes:

1.

Exercises.

Dialogue:

Notess

1.
2.

Exercises.

Dialogue:

Notes:

1,
2.
3.
L.

Exercises.

Dialogue:

Notes:

1.
2.

Exercises.

¢ o e 00 060 0 060000

Questions concerning gquantity.

Independent possessive pronouns.

22

'How much is your cloth?'

The numbers 11 to 30.

247

'T want to buy another one.'!

The tens from L0-200.

The modern terms for Nigerian currency.

252

'T'11 be right with you.'

'"Why%!
Answers to why-questions.
Consecutive clauses

Names of some kinds

'Buy some soup

xxxvii

with Ei'

of edible animals.

256

ingredients.!

Negative future with Eé.ﬁi'

'How many shillings!' worth?!
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Unit L‘»é ® @ © & 2 © ¢ 9 & ¢ ® 5 5 0 S P 0 s 0 8 " s e 0P s ® © 6 v 0 & ¢ 5 & 8 0 2 s b s o0 256
A. Dialogue: 'My work is difficult.'
B. Notes:
1. An additional use of lati: 'must.'
Ce Exercises.
Unlt LJ»? ® 6 e s e 00 0 ® o8 0 00 0 ® @ 6 v 2 0 65 0 00 6 0% 0 00 0 08 0080 e 506 00 0 261
A. Dialogue: 'I am a clerk.!
B. Notes:
1. Conditional if-clauses: Qi... gé.
C. Exercises.
Unit)—I»8 ® & o 0 0 ¢ 0 2 5 05 S O O S G S 6P S S E SO OB D OO e S e s e e e 265
A, Dialogue: 'I'm a Foreign Service Officer.’!
B. Notes:
1. won as a pluralizer with demonstratives.
2. Derived nouns.
Unltug ® 8 & O 0 8 0 & & 8 0 6 & B B O S B S OO O PSS OO OB 0G0 P NS e e o 267
A. Dialogue: !'Working late.'
50 A phrase-book supplement to Units 1-49 ...... 270
Group 1l: Talking about the use of Yoruba ... 270
Group 2: Classroom PhrasesS sseesvccoceceeses 273
Group 3: Climate and Weathel .v.eeeeeececse. 278
Group U4 Foodstuffs and cooking «..eceeeeees 283
Group 5: House and furniture «¢.eeeeeeece.... 289
Group 6: Child CATE seeseeececsecoecsacnns ee. 291
Group 7: Illness and 1NJUPY cesedvesvenassns . 296
Group 8: MiscellaneouUs seeeeceoo. creeseeeese 302
GlOSSATrY e.eeeesseocosenccasnne ceseens coesenae ceeeee «es 309
XXXViii
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Yoruba Phonological Drills

l. Low Rise vs. Low Low.

a. igbé 'locust tree'; igbé "time !
1gba 1gba D
1gba 1gba S
1gba igbg D
1gba 1gba S
b. 030 10jo ' (proper name) 030 'rain'
030 030 D
030 0306 S
030 030 D
635 535 S
c. 11u 'drum! iwé  'book! D
oWl 'shirt! 11u 'drum’ S
keke 'bicycle ! bata ‘'shoe(s)! D
keké 1we s
épé 'walking stick’ wara 'milk’ D
fila that! opsa. D
1de 'fetter! 1we D
1de fila S
1wé 1de D
ownl 'cotton! 11 'drum! D
~1-
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d. Reply by naming the tones of each word, either LOW RISE
or LOW LOW.

11u 'drum' Low Low
éwﬁ Low Low
1We Low Rise
535 'rain' Low Low
igbé locust tree! Low Rase
kéké Low Rise
fila Low Low
épé Low Rise
ba ta Low Low
owl rcotton! Low Rise

2. High Fall vs. High High

Reply SAME or DIFFERENT:

a. k6ko 'knot, lump'; koko 'type of yam!
kokd kokd D
kokd KOko S
koko kokd D
k6ké k3kd S
b. o wa 'he came'; o wa the exists'
6 wa é wa D
s wa S wa S
-2
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On»
=
\J

[eXN
H
\Y

On»
5
o

'he bought'!

'they!
'type yam!'

'field!

'they want!

d. Reply HIGH FALL or HIGH HIGH

papa
o té
koko
koko

rd rd
o ku

the died!

High High
High Fall
High Fall
High High

High Haigh

Low Rise vs. High Fall

Reply SAME or DIFFERENT

a.

kokd

koko

'cocoa';

$ wa D
o wh
won rd  'they bought' S
o ta 'he sold! S
o ri 'he saw! D
6 rin the walked! S
S re 'he wants' D
pﬁp§ "much' D
wén ra D
kO kO 'knot ! D
pUpS D
kokd 'type yam' S
o kil "1t remains' High Fall
wén ra High Fall
wén fé High Haigh
pﬁp§ High Fall
o ri 'he saw! High High
koko 'type of yam!'
Kokd D
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d.

. v
odu

. v
iwe
koko
4 ~
o ta
o ta
owu
LY v
1gba
’ ~
pupQ
’ A
bupo
iwe

kokb

kSkd
kokd

koko

'kind of pot
herb!

O~

Tcocoa'!

'locust tree!

'type yam'

Reply HIGH FALL or LOW RISE

. v

iwe

pupd

Low Rise

High Fall

-

kSkd
kokd

kokd

d ”~
o du

'he competed!

D
S
D
S

'type yam!'

'city!

w o w o

'type yam'

U U o o

'e1ty! Low Rise

Low Raise
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igba ‘'locust tree' Low Rise won ra High Fall
owl Low Rise o té High Fall
kokS  'type yam' High Fall won gbé High Fall

High High vs. Mid High
Reply SAME or DIFFERENT

’ ’ - 4
8« O Wa 'he came's 0 wa 'you came'!
, I - ,
0 wa 0 wa D
4 rd I d I d
0 wWa 0 wa S
— I d rd rd
8 wa o wa D
— ’ — ’
0 wa 0 wa S
- ld 4 d
b. & fe 'you want'; o fe 'he wants!
- ’ I r
fq o) fq D
— » - ’
o] fq o] fq S
4 rd — 4
o fe ¢ fg D
’ ’ I P
0 fq 0 f@ S
- r 4 I
c. G fe 'you want' koko 'knot! D
rd rd - ’
0 wa 'he came'’ ila tokro! D
- ld 4 ’
0 wa 'you camc'! papa D
rd ’ » »
0 fg the wants' papa S
rd rd
& fe 'vou want! Qko 'spade'! S
rd rd k4 rd
koko 0 wa 'The came S
rd 4 - Id
papa 0 wa 'you came' D
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'spade!

paps.
5 fe

[

5 i

d. Reply MID HIGH or HIGH HIGH

o]
H

(o] O»
5 )
Py «Os =O»

- 4
O wa

- [d
Igba

'spade!

the came'!

'knot!
tyou want!
'he wants!
'he came'!
'you came!'!

tcalabash'!

Mid Hagh
High High
High High
Mid Haigh
High Haigh
Mid High
High Hagh
High High
Mid High
Mid High

field:? D
'he wanted! D

The died! D

1gba

e. Reply MID HIGH or HIGH HIGH with respect to the farst
two syllables.

O1

P 4 I d
fowo

4 4
fowo

O»

rd 4
fowo

oy

_—r s,
Ile nkq

k116 de

'you want money!

'he wants money'

'we want money!

'how are they at home?'

'what happened'’

b=

Mad High
High High
Mid Haigh
Mid High

High High
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f.

Reply MID HIGH or HIGH HIGH with respect to the last two
syllables.

k113 fé 'what do you want?! Mid High
k114 fé 'what does he want?! High High
mo r§ké 'T bought a spade'! Mid High
a régbé 'we bought a calabash'! Mid High
gmerikd niwa 'we are Americans' Mid High

The words and phrases from (d) are repeated in reverse
order. This time, the tape does not tell the names of
the tones. Cover all of (d) except the right hand column.
F1ll in the tone marks as you listen to the tape. Then
check yourself by uncovering the left hand column.

High Mid vs. Mid Mid

a.

S 19 'he went!'s S 16 lyou went!

5 13 5 13 D

6 13 6 15 s

5 13 6 13 D

5 15 513 s
6 g&a 'you are tall'; S ga 'he 1s tall!

5 ga S ga D

5 g& 5 ga S

5 ga 5 ga D

S ga o ga S
8yin 'egg! S 15 'he went! D
dars '1s good! 5 135 The went! S
€& Ifish! dara D

7=
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€1a €yIn S
Ist 'yam! § 16 'you went! S
dara st D
t5bT 'is big! €yIn legg! D
534 tobI D
dard tSbT s
t0bI 6 13 'he went! S
d. Reply MID MID or HIGH MID

€yIn legg! Mad Mad eyin

€14 Mid Mid eJja

tobI High Mid tobi

Ist Mid Mid 1su

S 15 'he went! High Maid o lo

dara High Mad dara

o 190 'you went! Mid Mid o lo

kara High Mid kara

dara High Mad dara

6 1% 'vyou went! Mid Mid o lo

e. Reply MID MID or HIGH MID with respect to the first two
syllables.

k1157 f¢ twhat do you want?! High M1d
md r@ké 'T bought a spade! Mxd Mad
5 r@ké 'he bought a spade'! High Maid
o r§ké 'you bought a spade! Maid Maid
§5r§yin 'did he buy palm nutsq! High Maid

f. Reply MID MID or HIGH MID with r-ospect to the last two

syllables.

st The bought yam! Mid Mad

st 'he obtained yam! High Mid
-8
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& sé £510wE 'we do God's will! High Mid
§é ko siyqnﬁ 'is there no trouble?! Mid Mad
épSti ni "1t 1s a boxt High Maid

ges Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

6. Mid Mi1d vs. Low Mid (1)

a. §r§ Tcripple's ar§ rfunnel!
ard ard D
ard arg S
ardg ard D
ér@ ér§ S
b. awd 'plate 'y awd 'secret!
awd awd D
aws awd S
awo awd D
awd awd S
Ce §b§ Tknife! €yin legg! D
epd to1l! ms 1§ 'T went S
éb@ 'monkey ! §b§ S
md 15 obé D
ibqn tgun'! &4 tfish! D
aws 'plate! @bq S
O0kS Thusband! obo D

(1) What 1s here called mid tone, when 1t stands after low
tone, 18 actually a bit lower in pitch than mid tone
after mi1d or high tone. It 1s in fact at the level of
what in later draills will be called 'second tone.'!

-9
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§b§ €yIn legg! D
ms 15 1bdn D
&pd obd D
d. Reply MID MID or LOW MID

obg 'knife ! Low Mid obe
6p0o Mid Mad epo
ib@n Low Mad 1bon
€14 Mid Mad eJla

mé 19 Mid Mad mo lo
€yIin legg! Mid Mid eyin
obd Low Mid 9bo
odé 'outside'! Low Mad ode
oko 'husband! Mid Mid oko
awd 'plate! Low Mid awo

.6e Reply MID MID or LOW MID with respect to the first two
syllables.

md ghb& bata T got some shoes' Mid Mad
ati fila 'and a hat! Low M1d
omS gﬁkﬁrﬁ niml 'T'm a student! Mid Mad
ét§m§ 'and a child! Low Mad
15 y& mé 31 tgo tear (off) two! M1id Mid

f. Reply MID MID or LOW MID with respect to the last two
syllables.

bééni a 19 'yes, we went! Mid Mad
mo gbé kan 'T got one! Low Mad
m5 fawe ‘miI ya& 'I tore my book!' Mid Mid
mS ni §b§ 'T have a knife! Low Mad

g. Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand

column of (d.)
~10-
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T

High High vs. High Mid.

b.

Ce

3 ,
C mu

r d r'd
dako

the took!'s

V] Vs ’

o mu o mi
’ ’ L4 4
o mu o mu
, - ’ ,
o mi 0 mu
’ - ’ -
0 ma mi

'circumcise's

' 4 ' P
dako da ko
aako dakd

r d r r d
dakso dako

» 'd
daks da kG

'he arrived!

tknot!

'he died!

-1l

O»

mu.

O»
—

The drank!

D
S
D
S

fmake a farm!

D
S
D
S
(a name)
'he shouted!

O w U v U U »vn U wn o
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d. Reply HIGH HIGH or HIGH MID

dara High Mad dara
pépé High High papa
S as High High o de
6 13 High Mid o 1o
tObT High Mad tobi
kékd knot ! High High koko
wén 15 'they went! High Mad won 1o
wén ri 'they saw'! High High won ri
5 fé "he wants! High High o fe
sigi 'to the tree! High Mad sigy

e. Reply HIGH HIGH or HIGH MID with respect to the first two
syllables.

k1175 fé 'what do you want?! High Mid
§5r§yin 'did he buy palm nuts?! High Mid
§5r§y§n 'did he buy eggs?! High Mid
k116 aé 'what happened$§! High High
5 £éws 'he wants money'! High High

f. Reply HIGH HIGH or HIGH MID with respect to the last two
syllables.

k115 fé 'what does he wantg! High High
& sé £510wa 'we do God's will! High Mad
k6 si rara 'there 18 none'! High High

-12-
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épSti nI 1t 1s a box! High Mad
kil'ﬁfé:gé nilé 'what do you want to do High High

in the house?!

g. Now go back and fi1ll an the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

8, Mid High vs. Mad Mad

8. §k§ 'hoe, spade'y ok3 thusband!
3k 3kg D
i s s
e 3w D
2 2 s
b Igba 120073 Igbé 'calabash'
Tgba Tgba D
Tgba Igba S
Tgba Igbd D
igbé 1gbé S
Ce §ké 'spade! IsQ D
€pd Igba 'calabash! D
€pod Igba 12001 S
CRE Ila D
okd IsT S
Igbd 12001 Gko S
igbé 'calabash'! épd D
-13~
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3G de 'you arrived! Oko "husband! D
& 16 'we went'! 114 D
oko mS dé 'T arrived! D
d. Reply MID HIGH or MID MID

§k§ Ispade'! Mid High oko
oko thusband! Mid Mid oko
Igba 1200 Mid Mid 1gba
igbé 'calabash! Mid High 1gba
é)a Mid Mid eJa
714 Mid High 1la

5 dé 'you arrived! Mid Hagh o de

S 15 tyou went! Mid Mid o lo
omo 'child! Mid Mad Qmo
5d6 'mortar! Mid Haigh odo

e. Reply MID HIGH or MID MID with respect to the first two
syllables.

& fowo 'we want money! Mid High

Tle ﬁké 'thow are they at home?! Mid High

omd sukurd nimi 'I'm a student! Mid Mid

t316 da‘nd 'who threw 1t out?! Mid Hagh

md mit k@fi 'T drank coffee! Mid Mad

ms mi tgf1 'T took toffee'! Mid High
“1l~
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f. Reply MID HIGH or MID MID with respect to the last two
syllables.

o rast 'he bought yam! Mid Mad
k1175 fé 'what do you wantg'! Mid High
iwe titlin ni 11t 1s a new book! Mid Mad
k116 de t°G rGjﬁ 'why are you sad?'! Mid Haigh

'why do you look morose?!

k1157 33 twhat did you eat?! M1d M1d

g. Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

Mid Maid vs. Mid Low

a okg thusband's §k§ 'conveyance'
8k § 5ko D
K i [ 3
k3 kg S
5k0 5k D
[ | ) ] [}
5ko 5k0 S
1] 3 1} §

b. éyin 'palm nuts'y €yIn tegg!
€yin €yin D
€yin éyin S
€yIn éyin D
gyin 8yin S

=15~
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d.

Reply MID MID or MID LOW

= = R e B ® -0 ~O1 -0t ~Of

o4 3 4 v ” < Ko o
-Or T O -0O¢ =OF H1 -0

ct — £0} o

Ws =0Of

»

~(Dy
g
}.J
=

'palm nuts!?

'spectacles!

1200

tconveyance'!

leggl

'we went!

'soup!

leggl
tThusbsand!

rconveyance!

12001

T went!

'T sold!t

'palm nuts!

-0 -0 ~Of 1 H -0l
e g -

-1
e

o
-~ »

N og
Hoe =0De o (Do Qe
=

a]

i

4

=
o
of
o

‘—l
<<g
Qe

=01
X
e

~16~

Mid
Mid
Mid
Mad
Mid
Mid
Mid
Mid
Mid
Mid

Low
Mid
Mid
Low
Mid
Mid
Low
Mid
Low

Low

'soup! S
D
D
'soup! S
fpalm nuts! D
'conveyance! D
'palm nuts! S
'T sold! D
D
Thusband! S
obe
eyin
9ke
9ko
epo
1gba
1y9
mo 1o
mo ta
eyin
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f.

Reply MID MID or MID LOW with respect to the first two
syllables.

15 y& mé)3 'go tear (off) two! Mid Mid
md fawe ‘mI y& 'T tore my book! Mid Low
md FI sI daradara 'T put in enough' Mid Mad
a gbé k&n 'we got one! Mid Low
md Jémélé 'T ate amala' Maid Low

Reply MID MID or MID LOW with respect to the last two
syllables.

S mémt 'he drank palm wine'! Mid Mid
§5r§yin 'did he buy palm nuts?! Mid Low
§56 r&yin 'did you buy eggs?! M1id Mid
bééni g ta 'yes, we sold! Mid Low
3 J&st 'he ate yam! Mid Mad

Now go back and fi1ll in the tones in the raight hand
column of (d).

Mi1id vs. Low Low
114 'awl!? 110 tdrum!
111 113 D
114 113 S
110 114G D
11U 110 S
-17~
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b. éwén 'net's équ "they!'
éwén awdn D
awon éwén S
awon éwén D
awdn §w§n S
Ce 11u tdrum! ébé 'knife! D
obd "monkey ! awdn 'they! S
ib§n tgun' éw§n "they! S
5w§n 'net! ib§n lgun! D
ewll 114 rawl ! D
bata awon 'net! s
§b§ 535 'rain! D
1b3n fila D
1gba. 'time ! obs 'knife ! D
éwﬁ éwén net! S
de Reply LOW MID or LOW LOW
11u 'drum! Low Low 1lu
bata Low Low bata
éwﬁ Low Low ewu
éw§n 'they! Low Mad awon
535 train! Low Low 0jo
§b§ Low Mad obo
fila Low Low fila
équ 'net! Low Low awon

~-18-
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114 tawl! Low Maid 1lu

1b§n Low Mid 1bqn

s. Reply LOW MID or LOW LOW with respect to the first two
syllables.

atI sokoto 'and trousers! Low Mid
ko Jé-un lans 'he didn't eat yesterday! Low Maid
éwén nI 11t 18 a net! Low Low
fila mé 31 'two hats! Low Low
1bomT 'vessel for getting water! Low M1d

f. Reply LOW MID or LOW LOW with respect to the last two
syllables.

§f5 fI wara s{~ 'did you put milk?’ Low Mid
mS rd fila 'T bought a hat! Low Low
mo gbﬁ kan 'T got one'! Low Mad
g réwén 'we bought a net! Low Low
a J%kq 'we ate coll porridge' Low Mid

g. Now go back and fi1ll in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

Mid High vs. Low Rise

- ? s &
a. ore 'whip'y ore friend!
- v
gre 9T D
Ore Ore S
H 1 i 1
-19~
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Qe «Qo
-0¢ -0¢

b.  1bu

Ce

-0+ =01
~-D<¢ «Do

T
g.

'breadth's
Tbu
1bU

. v
1bu

Hi
o3
[<RN

'whip!
'friend!
locust tree!

'T want!

'pounded yam'!
'money!
1friend!
tcompanion!

'with'!

d. Reply MID HIGH or LOW RISE

~Qe -0}
-D<¢ -Ds

v

OwWo
- rd
Ila

. v
1lwe

'whip!

Ifriend!

-20-

'large expanse of water!

v
1lwe
s v
lwe

- ' d
Tla

Mid Haigh
Low Rise
Mid Hagh
Mid High

Low Rise
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§gbé Mid Haigh egbe
iyén 'pounded yam' Mid High iyan
keke Low Rise keke
k31 ' M1d High kof1
opa Low Rise opa

e. Reply MID HIGH or LOW RISE with respect to the first two
syllables.

k6 si rara 'there 1s nothing at all’ Low Rise
qrétmi 'my whip! Mid Haigh
t&10 da’ nin  'who threw 1t downg'! Mid High
eld 15 ra 'how much did you pay for 1t?!' Low Raise
mo fé sngtS 'T want trousers! Mid High

f« Reply MID HIGH or LOW RISE with respect to the last two
syllables.

k1173 fé 'what do you want?! Mid High
md raws ‘T bought a book! Low Rise
kérﬁ'qu waé 'bring in their loads! Mad High
md ﬁl§ ekd 'T'm going to Lagos'! Low Rase
md 1 qiqé 'I'm doing work! Mid High

g. Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

21~
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12,

High Fall vs., Mid Low

8.

Ce

d.

Os

Do ~Do =

Ld
'1dol's o}

Reply HIGH FALL or MID LOW

ro
L4 ~
0 ro
51
5ro
s ~
o0 ro
'travelled!; dale
dale
dals
A
dale
dale
'The got! Sghba
'you walked' won rin
'palm nuts'! ‘yé
'type of yam 5 ta
tcar'! kSkd
tfloor! ko
'he got! 3be
tlong!' kdkd
L
tcar! gigun
1floor! glgan
High Fall
tfloor! Mid Low
~20~

'The stirred!

'broke oath!
D
S
D
S
'you got!

The sold!
'type of yam!
'conveyance!
'soup'!

'type of yam!

gigun

Y U v U »n U w w U o
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fe

(o}
R

the sold!

'type yam!

tthey walked'
'tpalm nuts!

lyou walked!

'he 18 all right!

High Fall
Mi1d Low
High Fall
Mid Low
Mid Low
High Fall
High Fall
High Fall

o rin

pupo

Reply HIGH FALL or MID LOW with respect to the first two

syllables.

— . — I v
0 ra kan lana

On

' N -
nigba wo

- . v s - -
md0 fawe 'ml ya

[ VN v v
qlle marun

~ ~ 2 s 1
ma tojo meta

some time'!

'when? !

tyou bought one yesterday!'

'T haven't seen you for

'T tore my book!

'five shillings'

Mid Low

High Fall
High PFall
Mid Low

High Fall

Reply HIGH FALL or MID LW with respect to the last two

syllasbles.

boeni & ta

L 3
mo rawo

'yves, we sold'

'a long knafe!

'did you buy palm nuts?!
'T went to the market!

'T bought spectacles!

Mi1d Low
High Low
Mid Low
High Fall
Mid Low

Now go back and fi1ll in the tones in the right hand

column of (4).

-23-
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13. Mid Low vs., Low Low.

- LI Y
& Fwo 'broom! owWoQ '0wo ! (name of town)
- b [
OwWo OWO D
[ [
- " P Y
Owo OowWo S
[ [}
LI - s
QwQ §9q D
L T Y . 6
OwWQ OWO S
[ ] [ I |
[ —— &
be. oko 'spear's 0ko 'conveyance'!
[ - s
oko oko D
[ | | I
L Y ¥ LI Y
oko oko S
[} [}
— LY
0ko oko D
[ S} [
- " - S
0ko oko S
| I | [ |
4_ 8 L Y
Ce oko 'spear! 0J0 'rain' S
. _ 8 -
1de 'fetter! oko 'conveyance'! D
—‘ §_ &
Tle tfloor!? 1lu 'drum! D
- & . o
éyin 'palm nuts'! ewu D
. 8 . &
bata ewu S
qbq 'soup! owo 'broom! S
_\ “_ 8N
owo 'broom! fila D
L Y -
oko 'spear! Iyo Isalt! D
L S Y _‘
WUl Oko 'conveyance'! D
L) S_ 6
mS ta 'T sold! 1lu 'drum! D
-2~
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de

f.

Reply MID LOW or LOW LOW

-~ » -8_! -g! -g"
»

é) Do «Osr O
’

=
|
!
o

[ 4

H 01 =01 He
9§ & = K
=Qe =Oe Eo -Qe C:

-Qe
=

'spear! Low
tconveyance! Mid
Tsoup'! Maid

Low

Low
tdrum! Low
'broom! Mid
'palm nuts! Maid

Mid
"Owo'! Low

Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low

Low

-0 -0 -0
oK K
-® ~0 -0

E

fila
1lu
WQ
eyin

1y0

OWO
[

Reply MID LOW or LOW LOW with reference to the first two

sxllables.

_\\

mé rewu

. 8 v A

ewu me J1

P P

gbakan re
[ ]

- LY
n ko mq'

. L v
ko kawe

'T bought a shirt!

'two shirts!

This half-siblang!

1T don't know him!

the didn't read!

Mid Low
Low Low
Mid Low
Mid Low

Low Low

Reply MID LOW or LOW LOW with reference to the last two

syllables.

'we bought a net!' Low Low
'yes, we sold! Mid Low
'did you buy palm nuts?! Mid Low
The wants trousers! Low Low

~25-
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1h.

'and a broom! Mid Low

©,
d-
[t}
-0
=
=Qe

Now go back and fi1ll in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

High Mid vs, High Fall

8e

be

Ce

S ta the shot!'s 5 ta the sold!

5 ta S ta D

5 & 5 t& S

S ta é ta D

o ta o ta S
kara 'for us to buy's kard 'deeply!

F PN ' d
kara kara D
® A BV

kara kara S

karg kara D

kars kaArs S
kokd 'type yam' dara D
K6k 9118 'shilling! S
£6bT S gbd  the got! D
£6bT glglin D
£3bT dara S
gbadin  'interesting' gilé S
118 t4bT D
§i1§ glgun S
§£1§ s1si 16 4! S

r'd ~ [ -
sis1 dara D
w2 b
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de

f

Reply HIGH MID or HIGH FALL

Reply HIGH MID or HIGH FALL with respect to the

sxllables.

k1175 fe

V4 A - 4 v
o ra k&n lana

Reply HIGH MID or HIGH FALL with respect to the

syllables.

4
W
' d
1

RTINS SR
emI™ lagbaja nI

- r'd
n 13 soja
[} ]

o~

nibd 16 nlg

'they spoke'!

Haigh
High
High
High
Haigh
High
High
High
High
High

'what do you want9'!

Mid
Fall
Fall
Mad
Fall
Fall
Mid
Fall
Fall

Mad

dara
gbadun
sile
tobi
sis1
won ta
o lo
koko
gigurn

qu SOl

first two

'he bought one yesterday!

'when? !

'he ate something!

'S shillings'

'they went to the market!

'where are you going?'!

'T'm So-and=so!

-27-

High Mad
High Fall
High Fall
High Maid

High Fall

last two

High Fall
High Mid
High Mad
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§f§ bini simI 'are you (not) angry with me?' High Mid

mS bind télé 'T was angry formerly! High Fall

g. Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

15. Low Rise vs. Low Mid

S v S
a, 1lu tcity!s 11h tawl!
v g
1lu 114 D
. LY
11U 11U S
L - S_ v
11a 1lu D
. heg
110 110 S
[ v
b. 1wo tyouls 1WO 'umbilical cord!
L. v v
1WQ 1WO D
‘- ‘—
1WQ 1WG S
. v S -
1wWo 1wd D
S v N v
1wWQ 1wo S
[ s v
Ce ada tcutlass'! 1we S
[N A
1we obé tknife! D
S S v
g0 qpe D
.. v L -
baba 'father! 11a tawl! D
[N A
W3 you! ob& 'knife! S
L L I V4
ngén 'siblaing! baba S
LYY S
iya ‘mother! 1wo tyou'! D
~-28-
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de.

L 3 v

1lu tcaty!

g -y

obd 'monkey!
] )

N v

qpa

Reply LOW RISE or LOW MID

éébén

iw§ 'you!
¢pd

113 teity!
baba

114 lawl!
obs 'knife!
ada

1y8

ébq 'monkey!

baba S
iyé lawl! D
114 D
Low Raise egbon
Low Mid 1WQ

Low Rise opa

Low Rase 11lu

Low Rase baba
Low Mad 1lu

Low Mid obe

Low Raise ada

Low Rise 1ya

Low Mid obo

Reply LOW RISE or LOW MID with respect to the fairst two

szllables.
atl sokoto
(Y v 4 -
0j]o dar&d

mI

()]

1b

LY - \.’
el5 10 ra

L W v - 4 ®® oA
sugbon mS binu tele

'and trousers! Low Mid
'0jo 1s good! Low Raise
'vessel for getting water'! Low Mid

thow much did you pay

for 119! Low Rise
'but I was angry before! Low Rise
=29~
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f« Reply LOW RISE or LOW MID with respect to the last two
syllables.

md rawe 'T bought a book! Low Rise
mo gbé kan 'T got one! Low Maid
& 3§k§ 'we ate cold porridge! Low Mid
S ra kéké 'he bought a bicycle! Low Rise
S r& bata kin The bought one pair of shoes'! Low Mad

g. Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

16, Maid High vs. Low Mid

, S
8. ewe tleaf'y ewé 'young person'!
-' ‘-
ewe ewe D
» -
éwe éwe S
[ - -
ewe ewe D
L S S e
ewe ewe S
. - P
b. awsd 'plate's awo 'guinea fowl'!
[ -
awd awo D
awd awd S
-' ‘—
awo awo D
L4 L4
awo awWo S
’ -
Co Iyan 'pounded yam! awo 'guinea fowl! S
. A
eks 'cold porridge! awd 'plate! S
~30-
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d.

€.

éwe leaf!

546 'mortar!

ib§n

T1a tokra!

§gbé 'companion'!
§§ki (name of city)
ébq 'mashed potato!
swe leaf!

Reply MID HIGH or LOW MID

Iyan

ib?n

-

éwe leaf!

ows 'young person'
awd 'plate!

gwo ‘guinea fowl'!
KGf1

ékq 'cold porraidge!
obg 'knife!

T14 tokra!

Bl K =0+, O HI ~0s -Of
R -0 © f]e] T K
o B -0 Qo o <0 -O»
© = DO Do

»

o
s
O

Mid
Low
Mad
Low
Low
Mid
Mid
Low
Low

Mid

thoe!

'knife!
'calabash!

'you arrived!
knife!
'calabash'
'plate!

High lyan
Mid 1bon
High ewe
Mid ewe
Mad awo
High awo
High kofa
Mid eko
Mid obe
High 1la

Reply MID HIGH or LOW MID with respect to the first

gsyllables.
S X. N6
mo fq sokoto

L I DR S Y
ati sokoto

-31-

tand trousers!

'T want trousers!

O U w U w g g ®w

two

Mid Haigh
Low Mad
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1bomI lvessel for getting water! Low Mid
iw@' tanI 'who 18 1t9! Low Mad
§3§ kan pelu tone more day' Mid High

f. Reply MID HIGH or LOW MID with respect to the last two
syllables.

mo ﬁgigé 'T'm working Mid High
k113~ fé 'what do you want?! Mid High
k4 §rﬁ'w§n w§lé 'bring their loads into

the house! Mid Hagh
a rék§ 'we bought cold porridge'! Low Mad

g. Now go back and fill in the tones ain the right hand
column of (d).

17. High Mid vs. Mid Low

a. 5 8o the spoke's o sé 'you grumbled!
6 83 5 s9 D
5 s§ 5 80 S
o} sé 5 8§ D
5 89 5 89 S
b. 5 ta tyou soldty o t& the shot!
5 ta S ta D
5 ta 5 ta S
o t& 5 ta D
o ta S ta S
-32~
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Ce ta&yo 'play ayo! dara D
5 ya The tore! 5 rin 'you walked! D
5 1u tyou hit! §b§ 'soup! S
§yin 'palm nuts'! S 15 the went! D
simi 'to me! £0bI S
5 15 'The went! dara S
§yin 'palm nuts' 5 rin tyou walked! S
t&yo tobT D
5 1u 'you hat! S ya& 'he tore! D
t5bI Fwo 'spectacles'! D

de Reply HIGH MID or MID LOW

t&yo Mid Low tayo
dars High Mad dara
5y§ the tore! High Mad oya
gwo 'spectacles! Mid Low awo
5 1u tyou hit! Maid Low o lu
£obT High Mid tobi
5 rin 'you walked! Mid Low 0 rin
§yin 'palm nuts! Mid Low eyin
5 13 the went! High Mad o 1o
s1mI 'to me! High Mid sim1
-33-
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e. Reply HIGH MID or MID LOW with respect to the first two
syllables.

§5 réyin 'did he buy palm nuts®! High Mid
Sbakin"re 'his half-sibling' M1d Low
k115~ fé 'what do you wantg! High Maid
mS rewu 1T bought a shirt! M1d Low
3 ddms §dﬁn mégi 'he 1s two years old! High Mid

f. Reply HIGH MID or MID LOW with respect to the last two

syllables.

k:§ £6 pidé tbefore you return! Mid Low
eml légbégé nI 'T am So-and-so'! High Mid
g s8 £51Gwa 'we do God's [willl:' High Mid
bééni ata 'yes, we sold! Mid Low
épgti nT i1t 1s a box! High Mad

g. Now go back and fill in the tenes in the right hand
column of (d).

18. High High vs. Mid Mid

a. 3 mu 'he took'!'; 0 mi 'you drank!
5 mua S mu D
6 ma o mh S
5 mu S mu D
o mu 5 mQ S
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Ce OomS 'child! pépé D
finfin 'white! Om& S
dddn 'black! éyiIn legg! D
finfin papa D
plp& 'red! pépé D
Idé 'copper! plp& S
R audd D
dﬁdﬁ pépé S
titin 'new!' plUpa S
finfin tItin S

d. Reply HIGH HIGH or MID MID
finfin Mid Mad funfun
pépé High High papa
pup& Mid Mad pupa
omg Mid Mid Qmo
dadd High High dudu
tItin Mid Mid titun
Gba tking! Mid Mad oba
dinwé 'less money! High Haigh dinwo
5 aé 'he arrived! High Haigh o de
epd 'palm oil'! Maid Mad epo

~35-
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e. Reply HIGH HIGH or MID MID with respect to the first two
syllables.

md md b1l 'T drank tea' Mird Mad
k116 dé 'what happened?! High High
& 1§ tawo 'we ate tuwo' Mid Mid
sé daddad nI '1s everything OK?9'! High High
15 ya mé 31 1go tear out two! Mid Mad

f. Reply HIGH HIGH or MID MID with respect to the last two

syllables.

a dﬁpé 'thank you'! High High
bééni & 19 'yes, we went! Mid Mid
se k6 siyond '1s there no trouble?! Mid Mad
k6 sl rara 'there 1s nothing at all'! High High
- Pt

§woleese (a greeting) High High

g. Now go back and fill in the tones 1in the right hand
column of (d).

19. Mid Mid vs., Low Low

a., €&pd to1lts ép5 'weeds!
€po épa D
€pd Epd S
epo €pod D
8po epo S
-36-
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b.

Ce

d.

L 3 .

1WO

L3 L3

lWOl

L L

1WO

Two

He -}
e
e
o]

) 8 o]}
5 (o] -
e =0t ;§| Ot ce

5

,

Do Do
=
i

4
4

8
£

’

=
[
Co

ol
s
(]

Reply MID MID

L
qwa

'hook 'y Iws
iw§
LY LY
1WO
LY L)
1WO
Tw§
! [ [
egg! 1WO
"drum! §J§
L Y LY
1011 1WOQ
L Y LY
lrest! fila

'leather sheath! d5d5

(kind of food) IsT
Sud
nara

' drum ! bata
nara

or LOW LOW

Low Low
Mid Mad
o1l Mid Mid
‘weeds! Low Low
thook! Low Low
'poison! Mid Mad
Low Low
Low Low
-37-
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yin legg! Mid Mad eyin

1u tdrum! Low Low 1lu

e. Reply MID MID or LOW LOW with respect to the first two
syllables.

éwﬁ pip& 'brown shirt! Low Low
bdmI fun won 'give them water! Mid Mad
1korody (place name) Low Low

ko mo pé témI nI  'didn't he know that 1t

was mine?'! Low Low

13 ya me 31 'go tear out two! Mid Mad

f. Reply MID MID or LOW LOW with respect to the last two
syllables.

ewWu pupa '"brown shirt! Mid Mad

ko mo pé témI nI  'dadn't he know that 1t

was mine?'! Mid Mad
sé k3 siyond '1s there no trouble?! Mid Mid
& réwén 'we bought a net! Low Low
5 ra& sokoto 'he bought trousers! Low Low

g. Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column (d).

-38-
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20, REVIEW

8. Reply IM, MH or IR

keke LR obd 'monkey ! LM
i§é MH obl tparent! LR
§ﬁgb§n LR 1bdn Tgun! M
§ré 'whap! MH igbé 'calabash'! MH
§dﬁn lyear! MH Tnu 'inside! MH
éré 'friend! LR ati tand! IM
b. Reply HM, ML or HF.
gigin HF 6 15 'he went! HM
t0bT HM 3be 'soup ML
ilé ML dara HM
qilé HF wén rin ‘'they walked' HF
pﬁp§ HF s3dd 'to the river! HF
qké ML éyin 'palm nuts! ML

Ce Reply HM, ML, HF3 IM, MH, LR,

gigin HF gigun

Ini MH inu

éré 'friend! LR ore

Tle ML 1le

dara HM dara
-39~
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atl M ati

ib@n tgun'! M 1bon

sis? 16 4! HF sSisi

igbin 'snail! LR 1gbin

shin 'tooth! MH ehin

Skun 'rope! ML okun

égbén lolder brother' LR egbon

1fn "intestines! IM 1fun

égb@n coconut! M agbon

§k§n Theart! ML okan

ékﬁn 'a single one' M okan

21. One mora vs. two, level pitch.
a. fo ! jumped ! £o! (expresion of
“ . degree)
fo- fo D
£o° £0° s
£6 £6° D
£6 £6 S
be §b§ mégi 'two knives's éb@ 'mégi "the twin's
knife!
ébé mégi éb@ ‘mégi D
éb§ méJi ébé méJi S
obg “me 31 Ob& me 31 D
ob& “meji Ob& ™mé 31 S
-1y 0=
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Reply FIRST, SECOND, NEITHER or BOTH, according to which
of the two expressions contains a long vowel.

1187yin  'your awl! apdti 'box ! F
éré’yin a réyin 'we bought

palm nuts! F
5rﬁk§ 'name ! 1bdmI 'vessel! N
iy5w5 'wife! apotl 'box ! N
Sm3 “wa tour chaild! ilﬁ’yin B
bété:r§ 'your shoes' 1bomi F
béyI 'li1ke this! 14ns N
§yin 'palm nuts! lana N
§yin 'palm nuts! §é$§i S
’éfé 161 pﬁp§ F
aard 'morning' ’éfa B
e31 2 “efd B

If you hear a long vowel, reply LENGTH. If you do not
hear a long vowel, do not reply.

— .

6kd re ther husband! L oko ‘re
L4 -

Srukd 'name! - oruko
L S,

Cko *re 'your conveyance'! L oko ‘re

] ) [} ) ) t

\ L v

1yawo 'wife! - 1yawo

w?ol .

efa L efa

- P lr 2

Swoleese (a greeting) L ewoleese
PR

S00s1 Tchurch! L $QQ5L

=~l1-
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22.

pupd - pupo
mo fé s0koto - mo fe sokoto
éb@ 'mégi L obe “meji1

€. Now go back and fi11ll in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

One mora vs. two, glides.

’ v rd .’
a. ma wa 'don't come'; ma was 'don't row 1t

’ v » . »

ma wa ma wa- D
rd ~ I v

ma wa ma wa S
rd \ 4 v

ma wa* ma wa D
rd \ » rd “ r

ma wa-e ma wa-* S

[N.B. This contrast 1s absent from some varieties of Yoruba

1in this pair of expressions. )

I v ’ ’ .~ » 4
b. ma mi mo 'den't breathe ma mis MmO tdon't shake
again'; 1t again!
I d vl Id rd . » r
ma mi mo ma mi- mo D
Vd v rd rd v »
ma mi mQ ma ml mQ S
, [N » , v »,
ma mie mo ma mi mo D
4 L 4 4 rd L rd
ma mi- mQ ma mo- mo S
~l2-
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Co
1we 44 'where 18 the kéké aa 'where 18 the
book$% ! bicycle? N
iwe di ob& naa 'the knife'! s
&yIn naa twhich egg?! omd gigin F
mA M mé fdon't drink it ma wa mé tdon't come
again! again' F
kiniyl twhat 1s this?'  Ilé‘we tschool! S
iwe nT 1t 18 a book! nigb§ wo 'when? ! N
iwe'mI da  'where 1S my wén wa nilé 'they are on
book?! the floor! F
§ilé marun '5 shillings! k11533 ré twhat di1d 0jo
buy?! N
Twe “kinI  'what kind of 3 15 lana the went
book? ! yesterday! F
agolya & §°6 18 s11é  'dad you go
home ! S

d. Reply DOUBLE or SINGLE with respect to the last vowel only.

1we da Sg 1we da
§b§ naa Db obe naa
kiniyi Sg kiniya
ma wat rdon't row 1t! Db ma wa

ma wa 'don't come'! Sg ma wa

615 16 ra®  thow mich did he pay Db elo lo ra

for 1t7!
1éér§ 'in the morning' Sg laaro
si-urd lpatience! Sg su-uru
~L3-
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23.

’ » ~
mSé fe mejl

~ ld
md sun le”

e. Reply DOUBLE or SINGLE with respect to the

only.
. v ”~
1we da
N RN v
1le *we
. V: -
keke *mI
1
4 ~ -
nigba wo
~ d \ -
eghon*ré
1 ] ]
» A , ~
mu su-uru
’ ~ v
0 gbawe
N v ~
ob1'r§

ablku

’ ~ v
kiniyz

'T want two!

'I slept on 2t!

'my bycycle'!

'your brother'
'have patience'!
'he got a book!
'his parents!

'something that is

and dies'

'what 1s this?!

Sg
Db

mo f@ me J1

mo sun le*

mi1ddle vowel

Sg
Db
Db
Sg
Db
Db
3g
Db

born Sg

Sg

mu su-uru
o gbawe
obl‘r@

abiku

kiniya

f. DNow go back and fill in the tones in the right hand

column of (d) and (e).

High Mid vs. High Second

a. 13kin 'with strength';
1okin 10kin
18kGn 16kin
18kun 1okiin
18kun 1okun

.

lékﬁn

'with

the sea'!

n u n d
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b, lawd 'Thaving a plate!; lawd 'having a secret!
L | 4
lawo lawd D
lawd lawo S
I 1
lawd lawo D
lawd lawc S
c. s0de 'to the outside's dard 'good! D
bawo thow? ! dars D
bawd sode S
me ta, 13 s6dé S
s{gi Tonto the tree! sdde D
sigi dara S
VI .
laty tobI D
lati 14t 'with pepper! D
15t8 léré 'with a funnel! D
LA L |
bawo lata S

d. Reply HIGH MID or HIGH SECOND

sbde High Second sode
sigi High Mid sigi
dars High Mad dara
bawod High Second bawo
£6bT High M2d toba
1at1 High Second laty
mété High Second meta
laro High Second laro
-15-
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2.

13ktn 'with the sea! High Mid lokun

13kin 'with strength'! High Second lokun

e, Now go back and fill in the tones in the right hand
column of (d).

Rise vs. Fall in larger context
a, (Alternate examples)

me 31 waé 'two (of you) come in! F

mégilw@lé 'two entered the house! R

b. Reply Rise or Fall with respect to the second syllable.

me )1 wdle (1mperative) F mefd wilé  (imperative)

méjilw§lé (statement) R méfﬁ w§lé (1mperative)

mé3ilw§1é (statement) R méfélwaé (statement)

mé 33 w§lé (1mperative) F méfé wdlé (1mperative)
s Ny b Ny

me j1iwdle (statement) R mefajwdle  (statement)

F
F
R
F
R

¢c. Reply Rise or Fall with respect to the second syllable.

métélw@lé (statement) R me j1 w§1é (1mperative)
meé j1 wdle (1imperative) F metalwdle  (statement)
méfélw§lé (statement) R méjilw§lé (statement)
mérinlw§lé (statement) R méfﬁlw§lé (statement)
méfﬁ w§1é (1mperative) F mé 31 w§1é (1mperative)

L6
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25, High Rise High vs High Mid High

a. (Alternate examples)

ma bind 'don't be angry! R

maritan 'get ready! M

b. Reply Rise or Mid with respect to the second syllable.

R R W

o wdle the entered the M dardya  'is cheerful! M
house!
mé binu tdon't be angry' R méjilwa 'two came!
fan tiyin 1for yourselves'! M kéksre 'small!
gbégﬁdé tfcassava'! R S 1@15 the went home!
ma k4 mé 'dont't die again' R ma mY mé tdon't breathe
again'

26, High Maid High vs. High Second High

There are no pairs of words or phrases which are completely
1dentical in sound except for this contrast,

Contracted form (Uncontracted form)
P , 6 a2
mobe  wa (mu ob& wa) tbring the knife!
kéyin wa (k6 8yIn wa) 'bring the eggs!
ké§§ wa, (ko &s3 wa) tbring the cloths!
’ » O e *
gbomd wa (gbe om§ wa) 'bring the child!
képén wa, (x4 ip§n wa ) 'bring the ladles!
ghags wa (gbé agd wa) tbring the chaair!
mé 1é mé tdon't go again'!
S tT de 'he has arrived!

~L7-
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27. High High Fall vs. High X Low.

The tone which 1s here designated with the symbol * varies
noticeably from dialect to dialect. For some speakers, i1t i1s high
level. For others 1t i1s falling. For others it may be low level,

LA " )

nu fila 'with reference to a hat!
d L

n1 bata 'with reference to shoes!
LAY PN

wa s0ja 'came to market!

')(‘

0 bére 'he began!

’ LN

o gbadun '1t 1s interesting!
I > °

won s0ro 'they spoke'!

& P A

o lews "1t 1s beautifult

4 x 0N

0 S1nsa 'he missed the way'

Y PN

0 dinku 1t 1s reduced!

'he knows the way!

O
3
B

28, In this drill. the vowels and consonants of phrases ni £11a
and ni mé1l are replaced by nonsense syllables. Try to distinguish
the tonal patterns.

29, High Mid vs. High X

Try to distinguish between the tonal patterns ofs

S §t§b§ naa (contracted form of §é §ta ébé naa
'did you sell the knife?!)

gtqtébq naa (contracted form of §é g ko t& ébé naa
'didn't you sell the knife?!)

Reply AFFIRMATIVE or NEGATIVE
~48~
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30 Alternating Rises and Falls

Practice the following phrases.

Three syllabless

Four syllables:

Five syllables:

l d ~ v
o tawe

S A v
niwoyil

adigbd

LY v
qkanlé

’ v v
niweyl

v v
sqtunyl

r'd ~ v A~
O wa nlbq
' 4 ~

v A~
won wa loja

1gbskd1s

ko £§ kéke
L4 ~ v v
0 we lana

» v ~ v
ma da quq

%A tunka

§<

at

v -
tun kawe

Os
7]
H>

'he sold a book!

'at present!

'nei1ghborhood!

(a name)

'with reference to this book!

there to the raight!?

the 138 there!

'they are at the market

tconfaidence!

'The doesn't want a bicycle!

'he bathed yesterday'!

tdon't break the bicycle!

'repeated reading'

The then re-read the book!

-49-
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Series II.

difference

Tone contrasts on two-mora vowels.

Most of the drills i1n this series are based on one or two

pairs of minimally different phrases.

by the instructor.

Drills of this kind are
summarized 1n the book, but in actual use they must be expanded

Drall 2 1s used as an example of the way in

which this may be done?

The first goal 1s to teach the student to hear the tonal

Instructors
Students

Instructor:

Students

Instructor:

Students

Instructors:

Student:

Instructors

Students

Instructors

Student:

Instructor:

that 1s the topic of the drill.,

110 'mi. 117 *mi.
Different.
Different.

113 °mi. 113 ‘mi.
Same .

Same.,

113 'mi. 110°mi.
Different.
Dafferent,

S_ vy S_vs o
1lu'mi. i1lu'mi.

Same.
11%°mi, 114 mi.
Different. (making an

Same.

-50-
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S_vN | R,
1lu'mi. 1134 °mil,

St 1dent. Different,

Tre drill may be continued in this way until the student
has demonstrated that 1t 1s easy for him, but no longer than two
or three minutes at a time.

If, at the end of three minutes, the student 1s still having
serious difficulty, the following technique may be helpfuls

The student's right hand 1s used as a signal for one of the
phrases, and his left hand for the other phrase. He signals in
this way which 1tem he wants to hear, and the instructor pronounces
1t for hime As soon as he thinks he can hear the difference, revert
to the SAME-DIFFERENT drill described above.

After the student has learned to detect the presence or
sbsence of the difference between the two i1tems, the next step 1is
tc learn to i1dentify which 1s whichs

s_vs

Instructors 11lu°‘ml.
Students City.
Instructors Caitye.
114 'mI
Student: Awl.
Instructors Awl.
114 *mi.
Students City. (making an error)
Instructor, Awl,
114 m1,
Students City.
Instructors City.
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It 18 possible to use the names of the tones involved,
instead of the English words city and awl, 1f the instructor is
already accustomed to the labelling of tones in his language.

After the student has learned to i1dentify the two contrast-

ing phrases, the next step 1s mimicrys

Instructors 114 "mi.
Student: 114 mi.
Instructors: Right.
11U mI.
Student: 113°mi (making an error)
Instructors No.
11U ' mi.
Students 114 mI.
Instructors Right.

The drii. may be continued until the student has demonstrate
that 1t 1s easy for him, but not for longer than two or three min-
utes at a time. If, at the end of three minutes, the student is
st1ll having serious difficulty, 1t may be well to revert to the
1dentification draill, or to change to some entirely different

activity before coming back to mimicry.

After the student has learned to mimic accurately the pro=-
nunciation of the two phrases, the next step 1s production of the
contrasting i1tems without having heard them immediately before-
hand. This may be done through having him read them aloud, or
through use c¢f any other kind of stimulus that does not require
the instructor to say aloud the same phrase that the student is

supposed to produce.

It should be noted that the series of activities outlined

above emphasizes hearing before speaking, and speaking (mimicry)

before reading. It should be noted also that the instructor and

student have no need to talk with one another in English-or in
Yoruba-while the drills are in progress. Finally, 1t should be

~52-
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noted that the total amount of time required for this series of
activities will vary greatly accordaing to the dafficulty of the
tonal contrast which 1t 1s designed to teach. With an extremely
easy contrast, the entire process may be completed in two minutesy
with some of the more subtle differences, repeated practice for
short periods spread over several days may prove to be necessary.

l. Low-RISE LOW-Mid vs. Low-LOW LOW-Mad.

(Gross distinction between two-mora vowels.)

Responses: (1) SAME/DIFFERENT.
(2) RISE-LOW/LOW-LOW,

S_wve [ S O
1lu*mi my city! 1lu*mI 'my drum!

MMLE 1 1 Y1 S rE ! !
1lu‘ré your city 1lu‘ré your drum

As Ward points out (par. 85), the rise before a second mora
with mi1d or low tone 1s almost inaudible, and sometimes completely
30, Even when 1t 1s not pronounced with phonetic rise, however,
the first part of the two-mora vowel of 110°mT 1s st1ll different
from simple high tone in that 1t 1s a bit lower in pitch {(cf. Ward
par.89). On purely phonetic grounds, 1t might be 1dentified with
either H or R, since there 1s no contrastjy it 1s here assigned to

R.on morphophonemic grounds.

2., Low-HIGH LOW-Mi1d vs. Low=MID LOW-Mid.
(Finer distinction between two-mora vowels.,)

Responses: (1) SAME/DIFFERENT.
(2) RISE-LOW/MID-LOW.

S_owvs St -
110 °mT 'my city! 110 'mX 'my awl!'
11U °r8 ! ! 1171 ! 1!
1lu°'rs your city 117 °'ré your aw

-53-
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Combination of Drills 1 and 2.

Responses: RISE-LOW,/MI D-LOW/LOW-LOW
113 *mi 'my city! RL
110 mi 'my drum! LL
113 *m3 'my awl' ML
1138 *mI 'my city! RL
115 'mI 'my awl'! ML
ilﬁ:ré 'your awl'! ML
ilﬁ‘r§ 'your drum’ LL
11U°rs tyour city! RL
ilﬁ:r§ fyour awl! ML
ilﬁ\r§ lyour city! RL

Extension of Drill 3 to segmentally diverse utterances.

Responsess RISE-LOW/MID-LOW/LOW-LOW
obil ‘mI 'my parents! RL
kéké:mi 'my bicycle! RL
ébézmi 'my monkey! ML
ébﬁn:mi 'my gift! LL
awd ‘mT 'my plate! ML
éw6:r§ tyour plate'! ML
éwﬁzré 'your garment' LL
égé:ré 'your chair! ML
-5h-
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Te

a

‘ré 'your ground nuts'! LL

s

p

.

‘rg 'your life! RL

=D

&
[
em
M1d-HIGH LOW-M1d vs. M1d-MID LOW-Mad
Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT

(2) HIGH-LOW/MID-LOW
‘mI 'my hoe'! k3 ‘mT 'my husband!

L3 .

‘ré 'your hoe'! kO'r

-0t
~-O1

'your husband!

=0t
-1
-1

M1d-MID LOW-Mid vs. M1d-LOW LOW-M1d
Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) MID~LOW/LOW-LOW

[ X4

b d —‘-
Oks *mI 'my husband! Sko ‘mI 'my car'!
. - VS
O0k§ ré 'your husband'! 0ko ‘rg 'your cart

Extension of Drills 5 and 6 to segmentally diverse

utterances.

Responsess HIGH-LOW /MID-LOW/LCW-LOW
§ké’mi 'my hoe'! HL

§k§=r§ 'your husband'! ML

§k§2mi 'my conveyance' LL

§b§’mi my soup'! LL

716 ‘m1 'my house! HL

o3 ‘mi 'my child! ML

~55-
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Iyan'ré 'your pounded yam! HL
5§§:mi 'my cloth! ML
Tna "mi 'my stomach! HL
5b1 ‘mI 'my kola nuts'! LL

Combination of all preceding drills.

Responsess HIGH-LOW/MID-LOW/LOW-LOW/RISE LOW
6w5=r§ 'your money! HL
§g§2mi 'my chaair: ML
épétmi 'my arm! HL
igbé:ré 'your gourd! LL
égb@n:mi 'my coconut! ML
§Jétmi 'my dog! HL
édgzré 'your cutlass! RL
Zgbon ‘mI 'my basket! LL
ard ‘mI 'my body!'! ML
égbézrq tyour ran' LL

High-HIGH LOW-Mid vs. High-MID LOW-Mid

Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) HIGH-LOW/MID-LOW

s
.

féké mI 'for my hoe'? fék@ mI 'for my husband!
féké’r@ tfor your hoe! fék@zré 'for your husband!
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10.

11.

12,

High-FALL LOW-Mid vs. High-MID LOW-Mid

Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) FALL-LOW/MID-LOW

léyin:mi 'palm nuts' 1éyin’mi
High-HIGH LOW-Mid vs. High-FALL LOW-Mid

Responses? (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) HIGH-LOW/FALL-LOW

mI 'for my hoe! f

ré 1for your hoe!

Combination of Drills 9, 10 and 1l.

leggs 1

1for my car!

'for your car!

Responsess HIGH-LOW /MID~LOW/FALL- LOW
£ok3 *mi 1for my husband! ML
£0k3 *mT my car! FL
fokd *mT my car! FL
i [}
£0%6 'mI 'my hoe! HL
£0k3 ‘mI 'my husband! ML
féké’ré 'your hoe'! HL
fék§:r§ Iyour car! FL
fék§’r§ 'your husband! ML
£3k8rs lyour car'! FL
] 1 1
£0k3 rd 'your hoe! HL
[) ) [}
-57-
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13.

1l

15.

16,

Extension of Drill 12 to segmentally diverse utberances.

ni§ﬁ mI 'my yam! ML
léyin:mi 'my eggs'! ML
léyin:mi 'my palm nuts! FL
lébézmi 'my soup ' FL
1ori *mi 'my head! HL
lékﬁn:ré 'your rope' FL
lék6tr§ 'your farm! ML
163ﬁ‘r§ I'your eye' HL
lé§§:r§ 'your cloth! ML
ni§ézr§ lyour work! HL

M1d-HIGH MID-M1d vs. M1d-MID MID-Mid
Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT

(2) HIGH-MID/MID-MID
k

- L4 - -
gkq’wa Tour hoe! Wa 'our husbands'

e |
-0t

M1d~MID MID-M21d vs. Mid-LOW MID-Mid
Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) MID~-MID/LOW-MID

-—— -— - ~| -
okq'wa tour husbands'! qkq'wa Tour cars'!

Combination of Drills 1l and 15.

Responses? HIGH-MID/MID MID/LOW-MID
6k§'w§ 'our hoes'! oM
-58-
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17,

18.

19.

Ok3“wa 'our husbands' MM
- e -
okq'wa 'our cars! IM
§k§'w§ 'our husbands!

.
qkq'wa lour cars'!

LY
fyin~wa tour palm nuts!

‘o
ara~wa lour relatives!
eyinTwa tour eggs'
7 5

LY
Skun“wd lour rope!
ara~wa tour bodies,

ourselves

M1d-HIGH MID-Low vs. M1d-MID MID-Low

Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) HIGH-MID/MID-MID

=0l

3 - [N
re 'his hoe! kq'rq

M1d=MID MID=Low vs. M1d=LOW MID-Low

Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) MID-MID/LOW-MID

. RN % .
re 'her husband! qu re

=01
e
-O1

E B

E 5 B K

£

ther husband!

'his car'!

Extension of Drills 17 and 18 to segmentally diverse

utterances.

Responsess
e
qkq'rq Ther husband!’
- V= S
gkq‘rq 'has car!
-59-

B

HIGH-MID/MID-MID/LOW-MID
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20.

21.

22,

I JFE
qu'rq this hoe'! HM
I S
€ti re This ear'! HM
- . ®
eémi re 'his palm wine! MM
- VS N
éru-re 'his load! M
R D N
egbe “re 'his companion' HM
- S=
€se’re 'his leg! M
N T Y
Skun‘re 'his rope'! M
- N
ard-re 'his body! MM

M1d-MID LOW-Mid vs. Mid-MID MID-Low
Responses? (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) MID-LOW/MID-MID

=

- - - - [
o°ré lyour husband' 0kore

M1d-HIGH LOW-Mid vs. Mi1d-HIGH MID-Low
Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) HIGH-LOW/HIGH-MID

Ther husband!

§k§:r§ 'your hoe'! qké'ré 'his hoe!
Extension of Drills 20 and 21.
Responsess HIGH-LOW/HIGH-MID/MID-LOW/MID-MID

6d6’r§ 'your mortar! HL

’yin:ré lyour honey'! ML

6ri’r§ 'his head! HM

§m§:r§ tyour child! ML

§§§’ré this soap! MM
-60-
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23.

2l

25.

0mG re this chaild! MM

—-‘—

SyIn'ré 'your honey! ML

Y B N

Sdo~re This mortar! HM
.

ose ‘re ! !

0sé ‘ré your soap ML

- N

Ori‘re I'your head’ HL

Low-RISE MID-Low vs. Low-MID MID-Low
Responsest (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) RISE-MID/MID-MID

ilﬁ‘ré 'This caty! iIU'ré This awl!

High-SECOND MID-M1d vs. High-SECOND SECOND-Mid

Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) SECOND-MID/SECOND-SECOND

1ébé'w§ Tour knafe! lébé3w§ lour soup'!

N.Bs The tonal pattern which 1s here marked as H-22-M
1s exceptional i1n that 1t contains an instance of second
tone on a second mora 1n contrast with mid tone. The
tonal pattern which one would expect in the contracted

LY

form of ni Obe "wd 1s of course H-FM-M, and -FM-M does

in fact occur i1n some circumstances, but apparently not
with phrases of the kind used in this drill.

High-MID MID-Low vs. High-SECOND SECOND-Low
Responsess (1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) MID-MID/SECOND-SECOND

fOk3re  'for her husband'  fdko‘re  !for his car!

-61~
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26.

Responsess

4 rd LY
fgkg'r?

27.

INSTRUCTIONS:

this format,

in List A, followed by the first expression in List C.

(1)
(2)

'for his hoe!

High-HIGH MID-Low vs. High-MID MID-Low

SAME /DIFFERENT
HIGH-MID/MID-MID

fék?'fé 'for her hushand

High~SECOND LOW-Mid vs. High-MID LOW-Mid

In this drill and in all other drills in

the 1nstructor should read aloud all three expressions

Then, he

should read aloud all three expressions in List B, followed by the

first 1tem 1n List C.

sion from List C belongs tonally with List A, or with List B.

The student 1s to decide whether the expres-

The

same procedure 18 repeated for each expression in List C, or until

the student has demonstrated that

Then,

and independent production by the

In this exercise and 1in

the class should proceed to

the exercise 1s easy for him.
drills 1n 1dentification, mimicry,

student, as outlined on pp. 50-52

other exercises which consist of

expressions that begin with Ei: the word Ei 18 not translated into

English.

The format of this exercise 1s made necessary by the

absence of suitable minimal pairs of phrases i1in Yoruba.

List A

s 1

laga:mi
légbén:mi

Y d 1 8 -
lgkq’ml

'my chair!
'my coconut'

Ym'y— e.k? !

Laist C

lawo *mi
lagbo mi
lago mi
lata“*mi

62

List B
1ém':mi 'wine'!
lérén:mi 'meat!
1éyin:mi leggs'!

'plate!
'herb brew!
'cloth!
'pepper'!
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28,

29.

lqbq'ml Tknife!
le ja "ma 'fash'!
lete ‘ma 'plan, conspiracy!

High-SECOND MID-Low vs. High-MID MID-Low

ll !_' .
aga“re

légbén'ré

LN TR
lqu'rq

List B
'his chaair' lémﬁ'ré 'This wine'
'his coconut! lérﬁn‘ré this meat!
'his eko! 1éy1n‘r§ 'his eggs!

List C
4 LY
leso'rq this fruit!
rd L 3
lose “re 'his soap!
[ [}
-~
16ko'rq this farm!'
4 LY
niwo ‘re this horn!
l@mq‘rq 'his chilg!
4 LY
nije‘re 'his bait!

High- SECOND LOW-M1d vs. High-FALL LOW-M1d

Responses:

I_J

=O~s =Onx
o

(D -

L ¥4 o,
=

1

|.__l

o'
D =~

B
=D}

'my knife' 1

'your knife' 1

(1) SAME/DIFFERENT
(2) SECOND-LOW/FALL-LOW

mI 'my soup'

~ N .
be ré 'your soup'

~63=
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Series III Tones 1n longer phrases.

The purpose of this series of tone drills is to provide prac-
Like
the drills in Series I and II, they should first be done orally,

with the book closed.

tice 1n the hearing and comparison of longer tonal sequences.

DIFFERENT.

The expected response 1s always SAME or

The phrases used in this series consist of four or six syl-

lables.

rather obviously different.

In the farst four-syllable exercise and the first six-
syllable exercise, the pairs of phrases that differ in tone are

In the remaining exercises, differ-

ences are usually confined to one or two syllables.

1.

o e
périse 'rg

4 ’ L4 ~
o dinwo ju

-0
=

-0
3
5
g

ct
oo

o X

O =O»

e X

5 ]°

«D¢ =Os -Os
=
i

WMs M
ed
o)
=
3
[0XN
[
)

ct
i
o1
[o}
Oe

- T2
Qdun merin

- (Y (V] 4
1 ko binu

. (v & -
abiku ni

'fanish your
work!

11t 1s too
cheap!

'ten children'!
1t 18 a key!

'three kola
nuts!

'two eggs!
'and a river'!

1four years'

'I'm not angry'

the 1s an abiku!

& 13 soja

Y Y BN
o wa s9Qja
- b - ,n
Sbinrin naa
S v _ & _
apoti kan
r'd
ol

~
s0ja

-0}
=-Os

- .- ' »~
omo mqfa

gladigbd

-6l;-

'we went to

the market! D
'he came to

the market! S
'the woman! D
'one box'! D

'The went to
the market! D

'six children'! S
'nei1ghbor! D

'T have one
house'! S

'we don't have
money'! S

171t 18 a banana' D
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24 SAME/DIFFERENT with speci1al attention to the first two syl-

ables.

o yé béé "1t must be thus'! S md b1l 'he drank tea'!

3 N béé 3 fé t11 'he wants tea!

5§§ béé 'he did so! 3 fé béé 'he wants 1t thus'!

ésq béé 'he said so! omo naa 'the child!

§md tid 'we drank tea'! omd naa

ko md b1l the didn't draink ko sé béé 'he didn't do so!
tea!

k0 55 bee k0 £§ t11  'he doesn't want

tea!

ko fé t11 1wé naa 'the book!

Smd naa éwﬁ naa 'the garment!

0 fe bee md md t11  'I drank tea'

3

ira ko 'a resident of omd 6kd 'a native of
Lagos'! Lagos'!

k0 t3 1we The didn't sell gra ekd

a book!

@é k6 38 '0la didn't dance' 038 k6 38  '0j0 didn't dance'
0gbomds & (name of a city) 038 k6 338
k0 £8 kék§ ‘'he doesn't want ko rd keks 'he didn't buy

a bicycle! a bicycle!
sugbon k3 wa 'but he didn't Ogbomdsd

come !
i Eran yi 'buy this meat! & ko kawe 'we didn't read!
nd gb& iwe 'I got a book! & ta kéke 'we sold a
bicycle!
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X LY v
ma sqtan mo

- aw e v
rd &ran yi

L. Special attention to the last two

, - s v
fun mT niwe

» - v
0 lq lana

atI silé
ko 13 lana
L4

o] lc}péka‘n

-f% 1 ~
Inu ‘mifdun

- s v
(?se. me'rln

- ,
qmq mqsan

'don't tell any
more stories'!

'gave me a book!

'T didn't see
'brown shoes'!

'he knows how to
write'!

the 18 a clerk!

'land a shilling!

'he didn't go
yesterday!

'he has one
stick?

'T'm glad!

'four feet!
'nmine children!

tdon't sell thas
coconuts!

tour child!

r'd i Y v
ma Sg)nu m?

pa &ja yi

v

' —
o) lq lana

a _ s _A
awo mgfa
LY I
awld mewsa

v

, 1
qu niwe wo

- ? b \
swo "relpd

-0l
ot
®.o

m

-0t
3
Ds Do

]

m

(=]
H>

€]

a régbén yi

'don't get lost
again'

'k1ll thais fish'!

syllables.,

The went
yesterday!

'he went to
market!

'T didn't go!

'labroad!

'she wants a
bicycle'!

'we read thais
book!

'six plates'!

'ten plates'!

'which book do
they have?!

'his money 1s
plentiful!?

'three children'!
'two faish!

'we bought thais
coconut!'

'their clothes'!
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10 matd wa 'bring the
pepper'!
k11 Jédé the does not
go out!
6léyin kan the has one egg!
ko yé sé tun 'he did not turn
to the right!
J gun iyén 'you pounded the
yam'
égégé de the just arrived!
b4
1. si Agbgdérigi
2. baba fﬁn’y{n niwe
3. Omg 6kd nI mi
. & ko 15 sagimi
. §5 wa® ki égbén’mi
. &rén yilma péaﬁ
7« md n 138 épapa
8, & 6 tun 13 1ola
9. &s&yu 1ll wo
10. métddinldgbdn ni
l., !'to Badagry'
2. !'father gave you books'
3, 'I'm a native of Lagos!
i, 'we didn't go to Shagamu!

-67-

3 fé 5w 'he wants
money!

LI A S |

‘adota Ififty!

qlépé kan 'a policeman!

ko 10 land 'he did not go
yesterday!

wén s1 kawé 'they read a
book also!

- » - . v rd
orukq abiku
rd ~ A\ 4 ' d 4 -
mqundlnlogun nl
-— - I'd . v ]
mS reti iwe kan

2 A v ’ ~ -
me J1dinlogbon nI

The 18 a co-worker!
1030 greeted you yesterday!
'we are traders'!

'they are not very good!
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9.

lo.

Te

'did he come to greet
my older brother:'

'this 1s really too much

meatl!
'T am going to Apapa!

'we will go again
tomorrow!

'a representative of
which country?

'there are 27 of them!

- - v , ,
€y€ melo lo fe
[} 1 1

L - ,_ 0
tit1 & fTI dele

I , , - ,
won wa fun wa& lowo
- - ,» v L4 rd
€yIn marun lo to

L 4 - v e A
duro de wa 1loja
- - s v s A
Gb& marun loja

, , - o -
won fun wa lqwu'qu

- eam PV L 4
as9 melo loni
L T Y v A v A
enia pupo lope

'thow many birds does
he want?!

'until we arrived home!

'they came to give us
money!

tthey want to greet your

mother!

'T don'!'t want bananas'!

'an abiku name'

'there are 16 of them!
1T expected one book!

'there are 28 of them!

g ko won 15 land
andu 1553 6 mh
r y A v I d ~
duro de wa 1loja
8ys meld 16 fe
Gb

=Os -]

& A v & A
nju mo wa pupo
- e v ’
& tI kowe 31b§

r 4 - I___
won fun wa 1qmq'qu

-— v I 4
yIn marun loto

=1

4 ~ v 4
mqfa lo wa

D1
jn}
L |

v L4 ’
marun m:l_mq

o)
]
-0l

v g w |

o o

[ €]

'we took them along yesterday!'

he

selected black cloth!

'wal1t for us at the market!
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8.
9.
10,

no
.

10,

'five eggs are enough!

'five kings fought!

'they gave us their
garments'!

thow many garments has hel!
'he called many people'!

'he saw anyone he liked'!

- = é A v A
eran glle mqfa

L S N v _#& 2 A
bata dudu to WO

S v e P A
ko ni1 fe'ra pupQ

I'd - P X 8N
won lq s1 Ekaita
————'ﬁ
4 mi OmI tutu

rd s X L SN
won 18 ri Igbeti
- PN Yy N v A
Inu ‘mIldun pupo

- s sy N v A
gja°mIlrin lona

'six shillings worth of
meat!

the would not like to
buy much'!

'they went to Ekiti!

-69-

'Gbonju knows us well'
'we have written (to) there!

'they gave us their children!

'si1x persons came'!

'five clean cloths'!

L Y L N
bata dudu to wo
L Y " L VN
ewu pilpan me]l

(4 VY PN
tio0 rom3 tomo

<

~

gba mé:dogbon

e}

r'd - - = A
won r& &pS pupo

V2 TR ST CEN
won de s1 Ekita

.

rd . v — LY
t1 o0jo kéro

=0t

- N 1Y v A
Inu ‘mIldun pupo

5t1 T16115 wa

n U » U v b ”YU g wu o

L 2T Y RN

1we ‘mIfto mefa

'the black shoes he wore!

'two red shirts (coats,
garments)

'"Theo saw the child he knew!

'we got 251
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9.

lo.

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
Te
8.
9.
10.

1.

2.

3.

'we drank ice water!

'T am very glad!

'they bought a lot of palm

'they arraived at Ekitai!?

'0jo's draink (liquor) 1is

'my dog walked on the road!’

'friend!s eyes are
ferocious'!

S v

- ’ v
a fq iwe marun

Y U I T
dlaini fq wara

- P Y P * A
gja ‘mIlmu mej1
_fVAV'l
a fq mo mi 191a

- - sy » o v
&3In naalyan lgsan
__0:-' & A
8ri‘milkun pupd
__l\llv
5bd naalnil marun

, L4 - P L
won fun m¥ ni1 Owo

- e —'——
5y8 ‘milnkorin
ll 1

5md ‘mIlnross
| R ) I |

'we want five books'!

'the poor want milk!

'my dog caught two!

'T would like to be
known tomorrow!

'you are near the house!

'my books are about six [in

k_l\v'v
3ja opopo yi

- PN .y »

&ja ‘mIlmu mejl
_'t_”.\
&t1 'mIlwa pupd
Sladinnifbimd

L S Y Ve, 2» » v
ewa naalwon lana

- S - Ld LA
€t1 'mifwu pupd

Os -0}

o - e me
Sko~relpdriwd

&y ‘mIlnkdrin

- N 4 ’ v
$Tn naalyan losan

fun miI niiwe

number ]!

A

LA} v

n U U 0 »n YU U wm U w

'pass over this street!

'my dog caught two!

'my ear swells much'

'Qladunnl delivered!

-70=
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5. 'the horse neighs this 'the beans were expensive
afternoon’ yesterday!

6. 'my head (hair) grows

too much'!
7« 'the king has faive'! 'the horse (walked with a
certain gait) yesterday'
8. 'they gave me money! 'he gave me a book!
9. 'my bird is singing' 'This car made a noise'!

10 'my child i1s washing
clothes!

-Tl=
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 1

A, BASIC DIALOGUE:

,
Se
1

’ o Y
darddari/dagdaa

_l ~ V_J_
Ile wa daada&g

'How are youy?'

A
se
[}
daradara/diadd
ni

$e dgd& na?

B
A dupe.
A
1le
nkq
Ile nko?
B

Ile wa d&dé.

73

(marks yes-no
question)

good

1ls

How are you?

[Fine] thank you.

house

how about?

How's everyone at home?

They're fine.

to (direction)
market
yesterday

go
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UNIT 1 YORUBA

s%5 15 s6j4 lana Sé o 1o soja n1 ana? Did you go to the
] 1 [} ] [} []
market yesterday?
B
bééni yes (r1t 1s thus
bééni mS 19 Béna| mo lo. Yes, I went.
B. NOTES

1. 1 sg. and 2 sg. subject pronouns, md and J.

Compare the forms: o1

-0t

'you went!

mo l§ 'T went!

In these forms, 1§ 1s the stem of the verb that means 'go,
The element § stands for a second person singular subject (1.e.
tyou'), while mS stands for a first person singular subject (i.e.
I1).

2. The word gé, introducing yes-no questions.

'Assimilation of the vowel of éé.

The element gg indicates that what follows 1s a yes=-no
question. Notice that when 1t occurs before a vowel, 1ts vowel
may change, becoming 1dentical in quality with the 1mmediately
succeeding vowel. It retains i1ts own length and tone, however.
This 1s an example of an extremely common Yoruba phenomenon, callef

tassimilation'.
3. The remaining parts of the basic dialogue are to be re-

garded, for the time being, as useful standard phrases which will

not be used as models for new sentences.

7l |
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 1

Ce Exercises

Practice the following pairs of expressions so that when you
hear the first you can respond i1mmediately with the second.

1. First person singular vs, second person singular.

a. 5 10 md 19
md 18 & 18
s 15 PN = = 1=
b. 8°6 14 beenI mé 1§
2. Assimilated vs, non-assimilated pronunciations.
'~« -~ '- -
g% 198 ge 0 10
: 1 ] 1
[ - - . -
se 0 15 s$°6 19

Ds Supplementary material

1. Places, and some activities associated with them.

LY
635 'market! we "to bathe, swim!
[]
LY L]
ddo 'river! sin 'to worshap!
I3 - »
$0081 'church'! jo 'to dance'!
1
ST ’Wake, all I’llght
2y 1 1
alsun party! 36 to do, make
Vd
s1 'to!
rl
2. 'Elision' with si !'to.'
- S S:_ l_ ’ A L - - LIPN
?Ja 7 © 19 | 8QJa beenI md 1§ 5038
—a I d »
5do s0dd s0do
X . rd s N . ] PN 1 ~
S00S1 81 80081 81 800s1
tr1 t1 vt [ B ]
LN S ¥ PR N o R L}
alsun saisun salsun
75
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UNIT 1 YORUBA

Compare the following pairs of equivalent deliberate and

casual forms:

[ ¥ 2 A
s1 §j)a soja

’ . ’ A
s1 &8do sodo

F L N Y Y Px\
S1 aisun saisun

In general, the first tone 1n both sets of forms i1s high. The
deliberate forms have one more unit of vowel duration than the cas-
ual forms have. The first unit of vowel duration in the deliberate
forms has the quality 1, while i1n the casual forms the first unit
has the same qualiity as the second unit of duration in the delib-

erate forms.

We may summarize these same relationships more succinctly and
more picturesquely by saying that the deliberate form 1s elided,
retaining the high tone of Ei but the vowel quality of the begin-
ning of the noun. In future, we shall use the term 'mora' to mean

'unit of vowel duration'.

3. Parallel dialogues

- LY LY
6do, we
——— —
’ A - - L Y
mé 13 sodo mo lq g1 Gdo I went to the raiver.
rd ' d - - - -
ki 187 137 sé kinl & 107 gé What did you go to doY
. - - .
md 1q'wq mo lo”wq I went to swim.
’i LN LY
30081, S1n
- — », B3 - - ’ » % .
mo 19 S1 $Q0sS1 md 10 s1 S00S1
I d - I d - -
ki1ld™ 107 sé kinl & 107 sé
- - 5 - — .
mo 19' sin mo 19 sin
LYY LY rd
aisun, JO
- - VB RN — - I N Y .
mS 1§ saisun mS 18 s1 aisun

76
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 2

Notice the length of the vowel o in the casual ki16'16'sé,
corresponding to a short (i1.e. one-mora) vowel in the correspond-
ing deliberate form.

Notice also the length, in both casual and deliberate styles,
of the vowel §, when the verb 1§ occurs immediately before another

verb stems.

UNIT 2

A, BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Are you in good health?'

A
alaafia health
§éléafiéni $é alafia ni? Are you all raight?
('Is 1t healthe!)
B
élééfié ni Alafia na. I'm fine. ('It 1s
health!')
A
116 1k Ile nko? How 18 everyone at
' home9q
B
déédé§ nT D&d4 nai. Fine.
77
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UNIT 2 YORUBA
A
§:§ 15 ségﬁ lana S& ¢ 1o qué n1 ana? Did you (pl.) go to the
market yesterday?
B
beeni & 13 Bsn1 a 1q. Yes, we went.
B. NOTES
l. First plural and second plural. Subject pronouns, & and §.
Compare these forms: mé 108 ‘T went! |
5 13 tyou (sg.) went!
a 18 'we went'
§ 13 tyou (pl.) went!
The element & here stands for a first person plural subject
(1.e. 'we'), while é stands for a second person plural subject (1.e
tyou'). The subject element & may also be used as a mark of respect

when speaking to only one person.

2. 'Assimilation! w1th_§é.
Notice that the vowel of the element gé has again been
'lassimilated' to the vowel which follows 1it: gé g 15 = $°8 15.
3. Tones of nIs mid or second depending on environment,

Alternation of mid and second tones.

[ g -
da&da¥ nI
LY LW 4 'Y [
alaafia nai
The word ni has mid tone 1in

tone in others. A syllable which in
tone, has second tone when 1t stands

78

"1t 18 good!

"1t 128 health!

some environments, and second
other enviromments has maid
1mmediately after a syllable
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 2

with low tone.

Mid tone does not occur under these circumstances.

Mid and second tones do however contrast with one another in some

enviromments,

In this book, second tone after low or falling tone

1s written with a macron (5), and treated as though 1t were maid.

. Exercises.

Practice the following pairs of expressions so that when you

hear the first you can respond immediately with the second.

l. First person plural vs. second person plural.

a. §

a

1

-0t

1

o]

a8l

-0}
|

O}

=0t

b,

”
.

s*ée
[] (]

1

-0
lon
-
(D »
jn}
i
joT}
[
Lle]]

2. First and second persons, singular and plural.

-M

8.

o)
]
(e |

3

O

]
o]

[
-0t

o)
-0t

o
[
~Ol

=Dt
]
-0

o]
[
Ele |

)
=01

b.

*”n

-l
o1

=02
Ca )
-0t

bgqni mo 1§

[
-01

péent & 13

[
ie |

3., Assimilated vs. non-assimilated pronunciations.

=2 /)] =0

=02

3]

D
O

(0XN
-0y

O1
]
«Of

-
[
=0l

)
-0l

-o1

-2
[OXN

B3]
[OXN

-
%
o))
[
-0l

"°N

=0
-}

Ot
]
el]

]

]
o]

(]
-0t
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UNIT 2 YORUBA

D. Supplementary material

1. Days of the week.,

- LN PR S T

§jo “yimbd / 3310 et1 Friday
. o . » P

510 “satIde / satide Saturday
§35 ‘sTnmi / ose Sunday

- - R rP A

3jo kini osg / monde Monday
qjé kégi ésé Tuesday
§J§ kdts ose Wednesday
53¢ kérin ose / alamisi Thursday

Other words are sometimes used for the days of the week, but
these are probably the most widely known.

§3é '3£m§ §f6 13 ségﬁ légé '3im§ Did you go to the
market on Fraiday?
rara. satide ni md 15 No, Saturday was
[when] I went.
satide s 13 5033 nT satide Did you go to the
market on Szturday?
rara. §3§ ‘sIrmI ni md 15 No, Sunday was [when]

I went.

etc.

Use each of the other days of the week 1n the first of these two
sentences. In the second sentence of each pair, use the name of

the followinz day.

Compare the deliberate and casual equivalents:

- -

Jim§ ton Fraiday!

EIoXN
=O»s

Jim§ 1

=Os

ni g )

Again, the high tone of the verb (here, ni) 1s found both in de-
liberate and in casual style. The vowel quality 1, present in the
deliberate form, 1s absent in the casual., Note that this apparent

80
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 3

'loss! of a mora 1s possible only when the following word begins
with a vowel., No elision 1s possible, for example, with sétidé,
for which deliberate and casual styles both have nisatidé.

2. 'Elision' with nil,

s
s*é 1
[] []

el

=O»

-Os
4

8034 1§J 31md Did you (pl. or respect-

ful) g0eee?

s 0 [
rara., satide 1

\¥/]

1

o]

No, we went on Saturday.

As i1n the preceding exercise, substitute pairs of consecutive day-
names 1n these two sentences.
Compare the deliberate and casual equivalentss

nT a 1 1571

=01
=0l

twas ‘[when] we went!

The 'elisaion' which 1s represented by these plural forms does not

take place 1n the singular because the subject pronoun mS begins
with a consonant.

UNIT 3

A, BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Good evening'

A
irélé evening
§kﬁr§lé o Ekﬁrélé ol Good evening.
B
i 0, (courteous response to
a number of different
greetings)
A
éérq morning
81
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UNIT 3 YORUBA

L - ® A _ AP A LY
$°6 18 s03a laaro Se o lo s1 0ja n1 Did you go to the
aros market [(in] the
morning?
B
én"mé 10 En, mo lo. Yes, I went,
A
ta sell
s°5 ta Se o tag Did you sell?
B
beent mS ta Bgni, mo ta. Yes, 1 did.
B, NOTES

l., Tone classes of verbs: low vsS. mid.

Compare these formss mo 1 'T went!

P, -0y

t

o]}

m 'T sold!

The verb stem meaning 'sell! 1s Eé. Notice that 1t has low
tone in the position between md (or any subject element) and the
end of the sentence. In this same environment, 15 'go' has mid
tone.

We will find that each verb stem has 1ts own 'basic! tone,
and that the 'basic!' tone of any verb will be the one which 1s
used 1in the enviromment between md 'I' and the end of the sentence,
Verb stems have their basic tones i1n some other environmments also,
but not in all. Grouping verb stems according to their 'basic!
tones makes 1t easier to keep track of the tones that they have 1in
other environments.

82
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 3

2, Alternation of low and falling tones, in séaé.

The form for 'market! 1s given above as §J§, but the contrac-

tion with §i has the tones Eélé' In the latter word, the first
’

syllable has the high tone of si. The syllable ja has low tone in
one 1nstance but falling tone i1in the other. Quite frequently, but
not always, syllables which have low tone in most enviromments will
be found to have falling tone when they stand immediately after a
syllable with high or rising tone.

Notice, in fact, that for words of two syllables, falling
tone occurs only on the second syllable, in words that have high
tone on the farst syllable. Low level tone does not occur under
those circumstances. Low and falling tones do however contrast

with one another in some other environments.

(., RExercises.

Practice the following pairs of expressions so that when you
hear the first you can respond immediately with the second.

1., Subject elements with a low verb.

— . - . L= s o - .
&, moO ta o ta b. 8°0 ta bqqnl mo ta
— . - . L . s
0 ta mo ta 58 ta bqgnl g ta
- 3 - .
€ ta a ta
- . —- .
a ta e ta

2. Assimilated vs. non-assimilated pronunciations.

, 3 ’ [ ’ . ,_ [N
Qe 86 ta se O ta D se G ta $°6 ta
o . . . ’ . s .
s'& ta Se & ta se & ta S8 ta
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UNIT 3 YORUBA

3. Mid verb vs. low verb.

- - em -‘ -\ - = s
Q. mS 18 mS ta be mo ta mS 13
e B -‘ —‘ - e e
6 18 & ta o ta 6 19
—‘ —-— s B
€ 10 € ta g ta € 10
[ S | [} [] [ }
—‘ - e B
) lq a ta a ta a 1%
D, Supplementary materialt Some greetings, and the words on
which they are based.
S v
osan 'tafternoon!
L I Y
irole 'early evenaing!
S A
aaro morning'
-——
ale 'late evening!
S v
ana 'yesterday!
L .
abo treturn (noun) !

Practice the following sets of related expressionss
1solated word greeting greeting plus O
v - PN v - PSS v
osan éka “san éka‘san &
SN v -— PX SV U —
1role gku°role ékurole &

S A - ?S A —_ "N A
aarqQ qkaarq ?kaar? 0
P 4 _;" _l'l_
alq ekavle €kale &
S8 - PN Y I T S
abo qka'bq qka‘bq 0

The first four of the above greetings are for specific times
of day. But Yoruba greetings are not limited by the clocky there

8l
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT L

18 an appropriate one for almost any occasion.

The fifth, above,

18 used to a person when he returns from somewhere.

Here are two more, based on words which we have

H
[OXN

-

||
EIORN

S
1

L]
Two expressiocns for leave-taking are based on the words abo

LY LY
'return' and ighba ’'time!'?

gliv1e

- ’
éku“se
[ [T

already met.

I L4
gku~le &
guivge

LY

abo 6dabo 5dabo 5
igbé odigba odigb§5
UNIT

A, BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Excuse me.
A
égé " Ags.
B
ya
agolyd & Ago ya o.
A
kinI
oyl
kinlyi Kini ey1?
B
ép5ti
85

What 1s this?!

Excuse me.

turn aside

('You are excused.!')

what?
this

What 1s this?

box
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UNIT “_ YORUBA

ép5ti ni Apoti ni. It's a box.

A
apdti Tkini Apoti kini? What kind of box?
B. NOTES

l. nI i1n a 'naming construction.'

Notice the utterance: apdti nI "1t 1s a box!'

The construction which consists of a noun followed by ni

t

1s a 'maming construction,' corresponding partially to the English

"1t 1s a o !

2. Extra mora berore “kinI.
Compare the phrases: apoti nI "1t 1s a box!
éthi *kinT 'what kind of box?!

The word which corresponds to English 'what kind of?' when
1t 1s used alone or at the beginning of a phrase, 1s pronounced
Eigg. This 1s also the way in which 1t 1s customarily written in
all positions. It will be helpful, however, 1f we think of thas
word as being basically “kini. The symbol ¥ stands for a unit of
vowel duration which has mid tone. It 1is always of the same vowel

quality as the preceding vowel.

3. Tone classes of nouns.

The exercises introduce nine new nouns. Notice that nouns
which are alike i1n tone when pronounced alone are also alike in

tone when used in other contexts.

L. 'Smoothing' of the rising tone before mid tone when there

1s no intervening consonant.

86
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BASIC COURSE UNIT |

Notice the tones of the syllable we in:
1we iwe ni iwe “kinT
Concerning the tone of the second syllable of iwe before

', see p. 53.

5. The meaning of égé.

The word égé 1s used when asking others to make way for
one, or instead of knocking at the door of a house. Abraham (p.30)
explains Zé in égélzé 5 as meaning that 'the necessity for saying

. LY
ago has been removed'.

The tone of the second syllable of ago need not concern
us here. Neither of the tone changes exemplified in this dialogue
1s arbitrary, however; each 1s paralleled by countless other forms

1n Yorubsa.

. Exercises.

Practice the following pairs of expressions so that when you

hear either member of a pair you can respond immediately with the

other member. Practice each of the three groups separately at

first. Then combine them.

1. Noun plus ni.

a. 'Low-rise nouns'
. v ~ v
iwe 'book iwe nil "1t 1s a book!
L S v \v_
! !
opa walking staick opa nI etc.
LY \v_
qué 'bicycle! keke ni
D. 'Tow-low nouns'
. 6 \\_
ewu 'shairt? ewu ni
N N \\_
bata 'shoe!! bata niI
L W Y L SR S
oko 'spear! oko ni

87
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UNIT U

YORUBA

Ce

2., Nouns with 'kini.

tTLow-mid nouns'

obs 'knife
ib@n tgun!
obd 'monkey!

separately at first.

8.

b.

Coe

3. DNouns with ni vs. nouns with

8.

'Low-ri1se nouns'

]
Low-m1d nouns'!

He =0Oe
o)) o’

=0 =0]
o}

O s
oy
=01

'Low-1low nouns'

[V -
ilwe nil

Remember

He «Qe
o) o}
-gl -
o]
o) H
Hi

Qe
o}

=0l
B
(|

to practice each group

. LY - r -

ewu kiny
SN e

bata Ykini

L LY - r'd .
qkq kinT
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BASIC COURSE UNIT

D.

b.

Co

S [ . o
qbq nT qbq TkainT
[ - Y S
1bqn ni 1b9n kaint
\\,_ Q\"_
ewu ni ewu kant
L S L S N l__
bata ni bata YkinI
L WL S \\"_
qkq nt qko kinl

Supplementary materaial.

Miscellaneous useful nouns.

e
-
-0l

He
=2
)
H
(o

- S v
yoruba
“a 8 2_ A
awqtqlq
— N v
Tle “we

Ggbada

H
-2
-D s

[ 4
apStl

. v
iwe

'cloth!

lcounting, arithmetic!

"Yoruba'!

tartaicle of clothing worn under another!
'school!

'man's outer garment!

'work!

s v,
apoti nI

S v .
apoti Ykini
S vl L e
apoti &s§ nI "1t1's a clothes box!
S w2 -
apoti iwe nI 'at!'s a book box!
S v

iwe nil
S e

iwe ~kinI

LI I .
iwe 181ro ni

L.

- . he -~
iwe Tyoruba nI '1t!'s a Yoruba book!
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UNIT 5 YORUBA

. 8 L I
ewu ewu ni
\\v_
ewu “kinI
L S S P
ewu awotele ni "1ts an undergarment!
(not necessarily underwear)
S N e ,_o
ewu &gbada nI 'it's an agbada'
LU S
ewu Ige nI "1t's a garment for work!
L S Y b . T
bata bata ni

bata ~kini
bata “se nI 'they are work shoes'!

Practice these 3-line conversations until you can go through

each after hearing i1ts cue word.

The final sentence 1in each of these sets contains a construc-
tion which consists of one noun (e.g. égéti) followed by another
(e.g. 8s3). Notice that in this construction elision does not
take place (i.e. no wmora 1s lost as we go from full form to casual
form). Assimilation of vowel quality may or may not take place.
It 13 more likely to take place when the particular combination of

nouns happens to be a frequent one.

UNIT 5

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'How are you doing?%?... Did you sell the
knife?....!

A
ewd what? which?
S€ do, make
ewd 1e™ sé Ewo ni e 89 How are you doing?
Q0
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UNIT 5

.
1yond

’, A [V .
se ko siyonil
i ]

4 4
rara
’

. v t —
ko siyoniu rara

Qe
o
-0}

naa

r'd LN - V2K
§q' tgbg naa

—m
o

B, NOTES

1. Lateral meaning of & sé £51UWa .

B

A se t1 oluwa.

A

LY
Se ko si 1yonu,

4
rara

e -
Ko siyont rara.

own (a possessive
word)

lord

We do God's [wi11l].

there 1s (used
only negatively)

trouble

I hope there 1is no
trouble.

not at all

There 18 no trouble
at all,

knife
the, that

Did you sell that
knife?

Yes.

The reply Es5t510wd means literally 'we do God's [willl.'!
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UNIT 5 YORUBA

2. Elision between verb and object.
Compare the phrases: md téb@ 'T sold a knife'!
m5 ta ob3

These are two pronunciations of what 1s, i1n some sense, 'the
same! utterance. Notice that the first pronunciation differs from
the second i1n two ways: (1) there 1s no vowel of the quality a
in the first, and (2) the first i1s three vowels long, while the
second 1is four vowels long. We may say, then, that both the vowel
quality and the length of the verb stem are tlost! as we go from
the more deliberate to the more casual style of pronunciation.
This relationship between two equivalent utterances we shall call
lelision.! Compare 'elision' with 'assimilation' (Unit 1), in
which the quality of a vowel 1s changed, but 1ts length 1s pre-
served. A cover term for both 'elision' and 'assimilation' is 'con-

traction. !

3. Quasi-automatiec change of high tone to rise after low.

Notice the tones of the syllable s1i:

81 (citation form of the verb)

ko s{yénﬁ fthere 1s no trouble!

The same word S£i has high tone in one set of environments,
but rising tone in another set. Frequently, but not always, syl-
lables which have high tone 1n most environments have rising tone
when they stand i1mmediately after a syllable with low or falling
tone.

Notice that in disyllabic nouns, rising tone occurs almost
exclusively on the second syllable, and in words which have low
tone on the first syllable. High level tone does not occur under
these circumstances. High and rising tones do however contrast

with one another in some environments. The word éwétélé 18 unusual
in that 1t contains an instance of high tone immediately after low,

92
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 5

¢. Exercises,

Practice the pairs of expressions in the first two columns so
that when you hear either member of a pailir you can respond imme-

diately with the other member.

1. Noun vs. elided phrase

'did you sell that piece of clothing?!

LY Y 2, N N v L S Y RN
a. ewu S*etewunaa se étad ewu naa
L] L .I LY LN v N l o - LY . VXN
qkq s §t9konaa se qta qkq naa
LY LY :_ . \ LV KN rd - - (Y L) VKN
epa s"€tepanaa Se qta epa naa
L PR O - Y - )
e Qbg §°§t9bnaa ge §ta QbF naa
| [ . L) e - N - ’n
1b?n $ gtabgnn a se §ta 1b9n naa
- ’ _ . - F RN ' d -y - - VKN
atq §'qtat§naa se qta atq naa
LY (V) :_ \ ~ KN L S . v F KN
Ce owWu $ qt wunasa Se qta owu naa
LR P N v s O . M,V LAY
oke s'qt kenaa se éta oke naa
1 [} [] 1 1 1 1 ] 1
. v :_t\ v L) , _t_ LY v VRN
opa s*€topanaa ge ¢t& opa naa

2., Elided vs. non-elided styles (columns 2 and 3, above)

a. Listen to items from columns 2 and 3. Identify each
as !'deliberate! or 'casual,'

b. Give casual equivalents for deliberate forms of these
phrases, and deliberate equivalents for caswal forms.

93
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D. Supplementary material: Some modifiers of nouns.,

1. owd 'whiche!

eyi 'this, these!

duda 'black!

pupa 'brown, red’

fanfin 'white!

salubata 'sandals'

bata mo fé ‘ rd vata 'T want to buy some shoes
bata wd 'which shoes%!
bata dudd yi 'these black shoes!
bata plUpa yi 'these brown shoes'!
bata fanfadn y{ "these white shoes'
salubdta y1 'these sandals'

ewll mS fe* réwu nd fé ‘rd ewu
éwﬁ wo
éwﬁ fanfin y{
éwﬁ pup& y{
ewi dudu yi

2. pata mS fe bita pipa nS fe bata plpa
fila mS fe fila papa mS fe fila pipd
wil md fewl plpd m5 fé ewd pupa
9L
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UNIT 6

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

. A4
elo
v
slo n¥
rd
511é
gkﬁn
' -
s1le kan

- . - ’» v
md ra k&n lana

v _'\:
elo 10%ra

~

S0 fé bita pupa
’ , ®oN
§‘6 fq fi1la pupé&
I o2 = o
§°0 fewu plpa
UNIT 6

'I want to buy a book!

LY
Mo fq ra 1we.

B
Elo niQ

A
§1lé kan.

B

Mo ra kan ni ana.

A
A3
Elo ni o raa?%

95

' 2 J Y S R e
rara, mo fq bata dudu
o I N S
rars. mo fq fila dudu
L P I I
rara. mo fq ewu dudu

want

buy

book

I want to buy a book,

how much?

How ruch 1s 1t9

shilling
one

One shilling.

I bought one yesterday.

How rmuch did you pay

[for] 1t%
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B
sis? sixpence
sis1 S1s1. Sixpence.
B. NOTES.
1. Elision involving 1.
Compare the formss

mo fé: r§b§ 'T want to buy a knife!
wS £&’ ra obs 'I want to buy a lmife!

Again, as in Unit 5, we find assimilation between the final
vowel of the verb and the first vowel of 1ts noun object. In this
example, 1t 1s the vowel of the verb stem.gé which 1s lost. What
remains 18 1dentical with the 1nitial vowel of the noun object in
gquality and in tone.

Now compare these additional formss

md fe riws 1I want to buy a book!

md féf rd iwe 'T want to buy a book!

Here again, complete loss of a unit of vowel length takes
place as we go from deliberate to casual style, but the quality
of the vowel that remains i1s that of the verb stem, not of the
first syllable of the noun object. This happens when the first
syllable of the noun object 1s 1~ .

2. Low verb before an object in deliberate style has mad

tone.
Compare the phrases:

mé r& 1ws 'T bought a book!
md raws 1T bought a book!
9¢€
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 6

When a low verb (e.g. gé) 1s used before a noun object in

the deliberate style (1.e. with no contraction), 1t has mid tone.
3. Notice the phrases

eld 15~ra’ 'How much did you pay for 1t3!

The 1nternal structure of this phrase will not be the
subject of drills at this stage.

G Exercises.

1. Tones of a low verb in contracted vs. uncontracted phrases.

. v — NV - @ e MVNwv
1iWwe 'book? moé rawe mo réa iwe
a8 P S __'\\
11lu 'drum'! mé ralu mé r& ilu
LI Y - M oN _ e NN
1de 'fetter! mo rade mS ra ide
\_ _\_ __\_
1bdn Tgun' md rabdn mS ra 1bdn

Practice the above material, two columns at a time, so that

when you hear either member of a pair of synonymous utterances,
you can respond immediately with the other: Columns 1 and 2
Columns 2 and 3

Columns 3 and 2

2., Now do the same with these three columns.

S v - vV - N v

a. opa 'walking stick! & ropa a ra opa
v - M.V - S.ov
oke tlarge bag' & roke & ra qke

LI VS - SN - L 4
iwe "book! & rawe & ra iwe

S . - N - L

b, obé knife! & robg & rd obg
S _Q_ - S
obd monkey! & robs & rd obd

S e _\_ - L
1bdn tgun! & rabdn & ra 1bdn

[} [} [}

97
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UNIT 6 YORUBA
Ce éwﬁ 'shirt! a réwﬁ a ra éwﬁ
éké 'spear! a réké a8 ra éké
1lu ' drum ! g rald g rd 11u

D. Supplementary material: Some additional modifiers of nouns.

1.

2.

- e VL
Omowo 10~ ra

log
-0
om
[
0Q
[}
=S

=0Qe¢ Qe =0e¢ =0, -1
o o
=01 =1
Q.
[
Q.
W]
H
o]

o
-1
=l
r]
H)
|n}

’

e -
omo binrin

§m§ kunrin

'kind, sort!

'long, tall!

'short!

'good!
tchaild!
'woman'
'man'!

'steel,

98

'T want to
'what kind of knifeg!
'a long knife!
'a short knafe!
'a good knife'!

'a steel knife'!

'which child did you

'a girl!

'a boy!
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 7
omd didara 'a good child'!
@ule) kakuri 'a short child!
omg glgin 'a tell child!
UNIT 7
A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'He got a pair of shoes'
A
gbé get, receaive,
accept
5 gba bata kin 6 gba bata kan. He got a pair of shoes.,
B
tanl who?
tanl Tani? Who?
A
535 0jo (proper name)
030 dj0. 0304
B
ns gba kan Mo gba okan. I got one, (1.e. a
pair)
A
§f6 gb& bété’ré Se o gba bata re? Did you get your shoes?
B
n3 gbd bata lﬁér§ Mo gba bata ni dro. I got shoes this
morninge.
99
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UNIT 7 YORUBA

B. NOTES.

L 3

1. Third singular subject pronoun, o
Compare these sentences:

gbd bata kin

O

'he got a pair of shoes!

@]

gbd bata kan

The element which stands for

'you got a pair of shoes!

third person singular subject 1is
Notice that this differs only in 1ts tone from the element which
stands for second person singular

'he, she, 1t!',

O’.
subject. It corresponds to English

2. Low verbs have mid tone before objects that begin with
consonants,

Notaice the tone of the verb
Verbs with low 'basic! tone have
begin with a consonant.

stem in the above sentences.

mid tone before noun objects that

3. gé assimilated to second singular, but elided with third
singular,

Compare the following phrasess

§5 ré bata 'did he buy shoes!

(3 )

- - LY LY
0 rd bata

-

'did you buy shoes?'!

In casual style, the question particle gé 1s assimilated in

vowel quality to the second person singular subject element 5, but

1ts length and tone remain. With the third person singular element

é, however, the same Eé*undergoes elision, and 1ts quality, length
and tone are all lost.

100
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 7

i, The 'X!' tone: High Low Low becomes High High Low.

Compare the tones of these two phrases:

a. otda () 'he sold!

b. o td fila (7 -_.) The sold a hat!

c. o ta éwﬁ (- -.. 'he sold a shirt!'

d. 5 téwu ("7 _ ) or (T __)or

("~ ) 'he sold a shirt!
e. O téwﬁ - _.) 'you sold a shirt!
In Line (d), we might expect the tonal sequences ~ (  __)

or °° (Tv_). Instead, for some speakers we have = (77 _). 1In
general, we will faind that where the 'basic' tones are ’~‘..., the
actual tones used are . The special tonal symbol * w1ll be

used to represent this range of i1interdialectal variation.

<

Exercises.

1. Elision of gé and é.

LY [ A S ¥ [ S S Y
bata 'shoe'! S0 ra bata se o ra bata
._ s [ W Y I 2 S W N
fi1la that! SO ra fila se O ra fila
L N T 3 LA S T Y [ A S )
§okoto 'trousers'! 80 ra §okoto Se O ra §okoto
L] LA S Y LN A
2. ra huy! go ra bata se o rd bata
. I S S ¥ 2 S S
ta sell!? So t& bata se ©o t& bata
. I PO SR , 0 JEEE VY N
gba Tget? so gb& bata se o gba bata
101
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UNIT 7 YORUBA

3. Substitution of verbs and noun objects, casual style.

Substitute the words in the left-hand column, 1n the order
in which they are given.

l S r& bata 'he bought shoes!
ta 6 t& bata 'he sold shoes'!

gba S gba bata the got shoes'!
fila 5 gba fila 'the got a hat!

éké 5 gb@ké the got a large bag!
1we 5 gbaws 'he got a book!

ta S taws 'he sold a book!
éwﬁ 3 téwﬁ 'he sold a garment!
éké 5 téké 'he sold a spear'!
110 3 talu 'he sold a drum!

ra 6 ralu 'he bought a drum'
obg o rbd 'he bought a knife'
1b3n o rébdn 'he bought a gun!

i This 1s an exercise 1n differentiating between second and
third person singular subjects. Practice giving the second member
of each pair of expressions in response to the first.

I S IS S Y
o r& bata o rd bata
_._‘Q ___\\
C rd bata mé r& bata
& AV & AWV
O rawe O rawe
- My - M
8 rawe mb rawe
i AV ' d AV
o ghbawe o gbawe
- S v - v v
0 gbawe md gbawe
102
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 7

S gbawu 6 gbewd
o gbéwﬁ md gbéwﬁ

3

D. Supplementary material: Some additional modifiers of nouns.

Verb Adjective
tintin 'new! titin
. - S
tobi 'big! titobl
rd » 2
gbo 'old! gbigbo
/ L 4
won 'dear, expensive' Wliwon
I S 4 Y N S 4
dinwo 'cheap! didanwo
rd
din 'to make smaller!
-’
owo 'money!
1.
- S vy - -_ 8 v )
mO gbawe kan md gbd 1we kan I received one book.
- 4 - P o e i e - S vl e e
tintin 8o tintin se titin nT geyitotintinnl
I - I I F I I S, o v,
tobI o tobl ge titobl nil seyitotobInI
, , , , o 0 _ e v ’
gbo 50 gho (se gbigbo nI) seyiltogboni
4 &6 # P I . o v o
won S0 won se wiwon ni seyi1towonnk
L 4 S S 4 o 0 2 o v & _ ’
dinwo 80 dinwo Se didinwo nl qeyltodlnwonl

The forms in the first column are verbs, Those i1n the second
column are questions containing those verbs, with the third singu-
lar subject pronoun.é. The third column contains adjectives de-
rived from the corresponding verbs, according to the following

formila:

Adjective  C,1C.V

Verb C 720,V ..o

lvl. L 2N
103
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UNIT 8

YORUBA

The 1tems 1n Column li 1n effect contain relative clauses.

The

relative particle Ei 18 elided with the third singular subject pro-

noun é, which 1s followed by the adjective plus nI.

2.

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

Verb plus C,9

tintin

§wu

4 ~ v ~
kilojo ra

-0t

O~

=
el]

W
EYORN

P OXN

o o

|

g Aol

1

W] W} o}
o] i

W)

functioning as a noun modafaier,

L v - -
rewu to tUuntun

L Y N S
rewu to tobI
U T R e
rabata to tobT
Ny
r8bata to worn

A4 r
to won

H
e |
=
w0 s QO

\'d rd rd
to dinwo

W, =0
op
Lle)]

rd ' d 4
n to dinwo
-~ — rd — —
rabgn to tintin
LY ~ N - -
rewu to tuntin

unIT 8

oy

o]

Oy

ot} o]} W] A

v}

"What did O0jo buy?!

A

h Y
Kini Ojo ra?

4 8 U Y S
ra ewu t1 o won
[ S Y P A S 4
ra gwu t1 o dinwo
- NS Y I .
ra ewu t1 o tobI
8 N 'l_
réd ewu ti1 o tintan
[ L
ré ewu t1 o tlintin
R N ¥ ,& 0, o
réa ewu ti1 o tobI
—- . NN 0 .
ra bata ti o tobI
-, SN I
r& bata ti o won
_\ Y A 1
T8 okq ti © won
__\ VA Y S 4
ra gkg t1 o dinwo
_\_ Y A Y S ¢
ra 1b9n ti1 o dinwo
_\_ II__
ra 1b9n t1 o tintin
_\\ 'l__
ra ewu t1 o tintin

What did Ojo buy?

hoe, spade

He bought a hoe.
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 8

A
1S 16 raf Elo n1 o r&? How much did he pay for 1t9
B
mdrun five
qilé marun S1le marun. Fave shillings.
A
L
won expensive
6 wén wén. That'!s expensive.
B. NOTES.

l. Elaision of mid verbs before a noun object that begins with
a vowel,

Compare the expressionss

mo réké 'T bought a spear! (ék 'spear!)
(

k 'hoe, spade')

=Os

md r 'T bought a spade'!

=01

In casual style, the quality, length and tone of the vowel
of the verb stem are all lost before a noun object beginning with
mid tone, just as they were (Unit 5) before a noun object beginning
with a low tone.

2. A low verb in deliberate style followed by a mid tone 1ini-
t1al vowel has mid tone.

md ra éké 'T bought a spear!
mS ra §k§ 'T bought a spade'!

In deliberate style (1.e. where neither assimilation nor
elision takes place) the tone of a 'basically' low verb before a
noun object that begins with mid tone 1s mad.(cf. Unit 6)

108
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UNIT 8 YORUBA

3. ni plus most vowels becomes 1.
Compare the casual and deliberate forms:
k{ni 536... k]’.laJS...
There are in Yoruba a number of different elements all of
which are spelled ni. When one of these stands in deliberate
style before a vowel other than 1, then the corresponding utter-

ance 1in casual style has 1 in place of ni. The tone of the remain-

ing vowel follows the rules for verb tones.

C. Exercises

l. Some useful nouns that begin with mid tone.

a. mid-high

rd - N 4 - - e ?
0ko 'hoe, spade'! a roko a4 ra oko
[ 2 - Y 4 — - o ?
ddo 'mortar! & rddo & rd odo
-— P - -— -
Ila 'okra! & rd Ila
— I d — — Ld - - e I
Igba 'calabash! & ragba & ra Igba
b. mid-mid
eyin legg! §°6 réyin se 0 rd &yin
_ 2 = ’ - -
€pd to1l'! §°6 répd se G ra épd
- P =~ s . i
g ja fash'! 8°0 réja Se 0 ra &34
[} ] [] 1 1
- O ’ - - =
isa 'yam' §°C rasu se 0 ra Isu
C. mid-low
- N I ' ’ - S . - s
eyin palm nuts $'é réyin se & rd éyin
- e__ -t L — wmn S
Obe 'soup! s '€ rdbe se & ra Obe
l: l’l l: I’l l‘l
awo 'spectacles! S ‘€ rawo se € ra awo
[ 4 . ’ .
s 1 1 8 r§ S g T
1yQ salt 8°€ rayo se &€ ra IyoQ
106
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 8

2. Second person singular subject vs. third person singu-
lar subject. Practice the following pairs so that
when you hear either member of a pair, you can respond

immediately with the other.

FUR ’ . S
éyin SO réyin 0 réyin
L (Y - - N
S0 réyin md réyin
1sa SO taqu o) ta§u
’ - - - ) ewm
8°G ta§u mo ta§u
—_ [ Y 4 ! Y J
oko so rdoko o rdko
[ | i i1 | S |
L R 4 —
g'o quq moé rdko

3. Tones of noun objects. Begin with either member of

each pair,

€yIn mS ré€yin
- . - -— L Y
€yin md réyin
L Y L Y LY -
qkq mo quq
- » - — r'd
qkq mo quo

D. Supplementary material: Some useful nouns, including common

foodstuffs.
égé 'chair!
égb?n fcoconut!
épé 'ground nuts'
skun 'rope!
ats 'pepper!
grén 'meat’

107
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UNIT 9 YORUBA

1. aghdn §:6 lagbdn sé & nl agbdn
épé §:5 lépé §é 5 ni épé
5kun §:5 15k0n §é 5 ni dkun
gta s°5 1ata sé & nl ata
éran §:6 léran §é 5 ni éran

2.
égbén §f6 gbégbon §é S ghbad égb@n
LR ’ [ s [N
epa s G gbepa se O gba epa
skun s°5 gbSlkun 56 5 gbd Skun
St5 2 — - s -
ata $°0 gbata se G gbd &té&
éran §:5 gbéran §é G gba éran
s f_ s :_ L ]

3. aga s & gbagd s*¢ laga
N - . s - fg ’
aghdn 3‘€ gbagbdn 5% lagbdn
gpa $°§ gbepa ¢°¢ 1épé
Skun §f§ gbdkun §:§ 15kin
gt 5°8 goata $°¢ lata
€ran §f§ gbéran §:§ lér§n

UNIT 9

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

VALY
Jhaa

P AR
haa

'"Where are my books?'!

A

108

(expression of
surprise)

Hey!
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 9

4 ~ v_ A~
Won wa nllq

LY 4 ~
A8« e 8119

£t516 da” s£1§

B. NOTES

where 1s9

Where are my books?9
Lits What became of my book?

LY .
Iwe m1i da<9

[1s located]
to exist

they

floor, ground,
[so1l]

Nwon wa ni 11%. They are on the floor.
A

to spi1ll, to pour
on the floor,
ground

Who spilled them on the

Tani o da sile.
floor?

senior sibling

Your brother.

1. ni plus most vowels becomes 1.

Compare the casual and deliberate formss

L4 v [ T A
k11530 ra kinT 03j0 ra

,
t&810Oe e

I d ~ v A
won wa nllq

r'd
t&8NnT Oeee

, P I N
won wa ni 1lq

These are further examples of the alternation of ni and l- 1in

Yoruba.
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UNIT 9 YORUBA

2. Possessives for first singular and second singular.

Compare the formss

’
<

iwe 'book!
.V\-

1we ‘mi ‘my book!
. _ N

1lu 'drum!

[ L S

1lu*mI 'my drum'!
‘_

obé 'kmafe!
Sbe *mI ' '
obé "mI my knife
iwe:ré 'your book!

The elements that correspond to 'my' 'your (sg.)' are most
convenliently symbolized in writing as :mi and :£§, respectively.
That 1s, they involve a lengthening of the preceding vowel, with
low tone on the second part of that vowely this lengthened vowel 1s

1s then followed by mI or rs§.

3. Notice that the subject pronoun for third person plural
subject, wén,has high tone, just as the third singular subject pro-

noun has.,

C. ExXercises.

l. Possessives, first singular and second singular

L X4

-— I'd - ’ - - r -
a. oko 'spade! Skoml oko‘ré
JEENY 4 - ﬂ: - I .Y -
Ila lokra ! Ila‘*mI Ila‘ré
. v ' ' . v: - [N v: -
oke lge. bag ¢ke *mi oke ‘ré
[N v LY XY - . V: -
iwe 'book! iwe ‘ml 1we "re
epd ! 1 ~ =3 = S
b. epod o1l €pd *mI &pé°re
igﬁ 'vam! TsU'mI T§ﬁ’r§
110
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 9

S LI Y - L) -
qbq 'knife'! 9b§'m1 gbq'rq
LY - [N - N\ - . - : -
1bdn Tgun! 1bon mI 1b0n*ré
- LY - LY LY - - . - -
Ce éyin 'palm nuts'! &yin‘mi €yin‘re
- LY ’ lt’ - \: - - \: -
Iyo sa Iyo ‘mI 1yQ°ré
. LY . a“ N - \ L) -
ewu 'shairt! ewu°mi gwu‘r?
LY LY LY LY - . NN -
1lu 'drum' 1lu°*mY 11u'r§

2, 'What?' questions, contracted Vs. uncontracted.

- . 4 — LY » — LN
(& gba) k118~ gba kinI & gba
(§ ra) k11§~ ra kinI §7ra

- [ Y L4 - h e N
(& ta) k118~ ta kinI &7 ta
(5 ta) k115" ta kini 57 ta
(5 ra) k115” ra Kkini 37ra
(5 gba) k115~ gba kinI 57 gba
(6 gba) k115 gba kinI 6 gba
(6 r4) k116 ra kinT O ra
(6 ta) k115 ta KinT & t4

» -~ L ’ ~ » », ~
(won t&) kinI won t& kinI won ta
(won ra) kini won réd kinI won ra
(wén gha) kinT wén gha kinT won gba

D. Supplementary material: Some nouns used in talking about

locations.
5ri 'head, top!
Ind f'stomach, inside!
tabi1l 'table !

111
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UNIT 9 YORUBA

“« NN
1busun tbed!
\\
apo 'pocket!
\v:_\
1. iwe ‘mI da
. v & & P T VY
apoti won wa lori apoti
P A & Y I Y S PN
tabill won wa lori Ttabill
L W N Y » A VP x NN
1busun won wa lori i1busun
. ’ ALV A
agé won wa lori agd
_‘\_\
2. owo*mI da
LV I N L VI
apoti 0 Wa ninu apoti
. v L N S T ¥4
iwe C Wa ninu 1iwe
¢ P_ A 'n\’l'_'_ft,\
tabili 0 wa ninu Ttabila
(1in a drawer)
[ T . » AW s N
0ko 'vehicle,car 0 wa ninu 0ko
_!\“‘\
3. Swe'ré da
—_— F LA S VN 4
1le 0 wa ulle
N R -
apo 0 wa lapo‘mi
— & A VA
Ile 0 wa nllq
UNIT 10
A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'I tore my book.'
A
.
fa draw, stretch
y& tear, rend
112
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UNIT 10

fa... y&

- Y LAY —_ -
mo fawe*mI ya Mo fa iwe m1i ya.

B
béwé
bawd Bawo?
A
sun
1é
le~
ns sun le~ ) Mo sun 18.
(or:t ...le”)
B
igbé
éw5
nighd wo N1 1gba wo?
A
léné N1 ana.
B
p%le
pélé e) quq O
113

tear, rend

I tore my book.

how?

How?

sleep
1s on, over
on 1t, over 1t

I slept on 1t.

time
which

When?

Yesterday.

be sorry,
sympathize

Sorry.
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UNIT 10 YORUBA

B. NOTES
1. A separable pair of verbs:s -£é°'° J&.

Notice the internal structure of the sentence,
md fawe‘mI ya' 'T tore my bock'

The verb £é 1s listed i1n the dictionary as 'pulled, ' and y&
1s listed as 'tore.' Between these two verbs, we find the object

expression 1We'mi, and the English translation makes use of only

a single verb, !'tore.'!

This 1s an example of the way in which Yoruba uses combinations

of verbs 1in situations where European languages would use only one.
2. A verb (1é) whose use makes 1t comparable to English pre-
positions.

The element ;é 1s a verb, but 1t 1s most commonly used after
some other verb. For this reason, and because of the meaning of
lé, 1ts most frequent translation equivalents in English are pre-

positions.

C. Exercises.

(The following exercises contain no new material, but consist
of recombinations of material already practiced in the exercises
of Units 1-9).

1. Low verbs with objects.

a. Objects with 1initial low tone.

L S A . 8 N 4 [ §
qkq ge won quq Se won ra qkq
“_ N . # X_ N o 0 [NUIEN
11lu Se won ralu se won r& 1lu
L S ¥ l'_\\ I S 4 L S Y
bata Se won réa ba ta Se won ra bata
L Y Y "_\\ [ L I Y
fila e won ri fila Se won ra fi1la

11l
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 10

L S L 4 N ) , U T T
qokoto se won ra qokoto se won ré gokoto
L U ~ I 4 - N e
Qb? se won rqbq se won ré ng
\_ V I AL » 2 _\_
1b9n $6 won rabgn g6 won ra 1b9n

b. Objects with 1nitial mid tone.
-t I B I
odo SO tddo se o t& Odo
L [ 4 ’» »

Igba go tagba se o t& Igba
- - e - P
e€yin So téyiIn se o ta éyIn
-— - 't__ 'lt___
€Ja so t&ja se o t&d &)a
— L I X P R ¥
qbq S0 tqbq se O tg obq
- ot_\ [ S
1yo so tayo se o t& Iyo

2. Practice both the question frames and the answer frames,
so that you can ask and answer these questions without hesitation.
Fzr the time being, we will use the very explicit answer form shown
herej later we will learn a shorter form. The tones given in
these tables are the basic tones of each wordy in producing the
sentence, certain of these must be changed 1n accordance with the
rules set out in Units 1-10.

-
[OXN
O»
ct
Y]
O
-
2.
o’
-0 »
o¥s
pa
1
Os
ct
m
0]

won gbé

-1
e

)
fn]

won | gba eyIn

-0
o

P
W¢ ~Os -0

ete.,

~Os -0Os =01
ie)

o
-0t

115
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YORUBA

UNIT 10
b.
, , s LI LA S ’ N LY
se | o gba | ewn beenT | o gha | ewu
1 [}
— s - e — e - m=
3 ra éyin mo ra &yIn
_‘\
qbq etc.
_'
oko
11
L IV 4
qpa
‘-
obd B
Ce
» r'd LY LY '\_ rd LY L . Y
se o) ra qkq bqqnl o) ra qkq
- _'
o) qkq mo
€yin etc.
_Q
&yin
’ ~ - - ~ * T PN ’ .
3. o sun le tdlo sun le t&nI o sun le
’ - , I - TS —_— - - 4
o 15 qué tdlo 10 s9ja tdnI o 16 sqgé
' A e __ﬁ AL __' - N e
o) tqbq t&lo tqbq tanI o t&a qbq
rd - L —_— - -
o & quq td1lo r& keke tadnI o ra keke

D. Supplementary materials

o O
o+

=

ot IS
[wd

%\ é\ [@]]

0y
H
)

Reasons for feeling uncomfortable.

'coldness!
'heat!

'to catch!
'to be well!
'body!
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UNIT 10

2

k116 dé 6 rojl

k116 d6 t°F rdju

gran 'intestinal worms
na 'to flog:!
£o 'to shatter, break in pieces'!

frowning?

-, Ay -
gtutulmu mI

- - ’ -
Sriafmu mT

O1

I

ard ‘ml koda

- LY N v V4

Fran{di m1 mu
4 v: -— ~ v

baba *mIinami

- rd ' d rd -—
ora nfg mI

'T'm hot!

'what 1s the matter that you are

'I'm cold / 1T have a cold!

'T'm not well!
'T have worms'!
'my father beat me’

'T have a headache'!

'what's the matter that he's

frowning?!
- P Ay
gtutulmu™ the's cold!
_'__.'
55rulmu™ the's hot!
—- s v
8ra~re koda the'!'s not well!
aranimu the has worms'

\_'\ \.l
babd “relina

r I d ' d
ori nfq'

are
Stutulmu wa twe
- - o ' -

5Srilmu wa 'we
Franjmu wa lwe

1l7

are hot!

this father beat him!

'The has a headache!

'what's the matter that you (pl.)
frowning?!

are cold!

have worms'
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UNIT 10 YORUBA
- - Py s _e
ori Srilnfo wa 'we have headaches!
- - ___QV
ara ard™wad ko da 'we are not well!
\_ v !V_' .~ v
baba baba walna wa lour father beat us'
rd
L. won rdju 'they are frowning!
]
—_ ?, A L A X
dtuta ge Stutilmu wdn 'are they cold?!
3oru se &6rilmu wdn lare they hotg!
- b L & .
aran se granimu won 'do they have worms?'!
- p L Py _»r
Sri se orllnfq won 'do they have headaches?!
- - b e e - . v
ara se &rd won ko da laren't they well%!
W ALY SN e t
baba se baba qulna won 'did their father beat then?
___\V
S. l &r3™wd ko da 'we are not well!'
S - - oy — . v
awon aréa~won ko da 'they are not well'!
L S, P A
emT 8rd 'mi ko da 'T am not well!
\_ __'\\V
oun aréa’re ko da 'he 1s not well'!
- -ty
Sri Sralnfo the has a headache'!
[ — Pyl _r
emI Srilnfo mI 'T have a headache'!
. - Py e _
awa 0 rllnfq wa 'we have headaches!
N _I/'_
awdn Ori nfo won 'they have headaches'
PPN -2 Ay 2
dtutu Stutiulmu won 'they are cold!
. -, P oAy &
omT dtutafmu mI 1IT'm cold!
. _—y ? A "_
San Stutilmu 'he's cold!
. - 2 Ay 2 o
awa stutulmu wa twe 're cold!
ara aréd*wé& ko da 'we are not well!
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 10

Vocabulary and Tone Wraitten Quiz to Follow Unit 10

l. Write the corresponding Yoruba word.

yesterday house
cloth market
and to drank
yes afternoon
good (adjective) Sunday
palm o1l sixpence
how much? to bathe
palm nuts Yoruba
bicycle to sleep
coffee new (verb)

2. Mark tones in these sentences.

apoti‘kini what kind of box?

se e ta ewu naa ]

did you sell that garment?

S ‘e tewu naa I

] [} []

mo fe* rawe I want to buy a book.

sile kan 1l shilling

§'0 reyin did you buy eggs?%

qkq‘ml my spade

qkq'rq his spear

oko ‘re your spear

se won gba bata ‘wa did they get our shoes?
119
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UNIT 11 YORUBA

3. Write in Yoruba (deliberate or casual style):

We do God's will.

Did you go to the market yesterday®?

I got one.

Sorry!

They are on the floor,
UNIT 11

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

A
gha

k113™ fé* gbd

B

.

LY
wu (or: md fé éwﬁ) Mo fe ewu.

=

(@]

H
-0«

A

ati
atl kini At1 kinig
B

sokoto (or: §5k5t5)

- o ® X SN LS S 3
mo fg sokoto Mo fq sokoto,

A

Aty kina?
120

"What do you want?!

Kini o fe gbé?

get

What do you want to get?

shirt, dress
garment

I want a shirt.

and

And what [elsel?

trousers

I want a pair of trousers.

And what [elsel?
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 11

B
ati fila At1 fila, And a hat,
A
ati Ata? And?
B
bata Bata. Shoes.,

B. NOTES
1. A high verb keeps 1ts tone in elision.

Compare the following sentences.

m6féwﬁ 1T want a shart!
m6téwﬁ 'T sold a shirt!
moOtEpsd 'T sold o1l

Except for gi, the transitive verbs which we met in the exer-
cises of Units 1-10 were verbs whose 'basic! tones were low. When
the vowel of one of these stems was elided with the initial vowel
of an 1mmediately following noun object, the tone that remained
was the tone of the first syllable of the object, whether mid or
low,

The 'basic! tone of the verb Eé 'want, like' 1s high. When a
high verb elides with a following object, the tone that remains 1is
high, regardless of the 1initial tone of the object.

(. Exercises,

1. High verb with objects

a. Objects with initial mid tone

1la won fela won fe Ila
Igba won fégba won fé Igba
121
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UNIT 11 YORUBA
. ? 4 s b , &b ..
LS won £Qlkg won fg kg
- - 'fl_ lfl__
€yin won feyIn won fe &yIn
- - ' d l_ I d L .
Epd won fepd won fq €pd
- e I d L - r'd '__
1sd won fQ§u won fq Ist
- S ’ S » o
éyin won feyin won fe éyin
- 2 LA I 8
qu won quq won fe qbq
- N rf',\ 'fo_s
1yQ won feyo won fe Iyo
Objects with initial low tone.
[ - r. 0 [ 2 S S
Q0% 370 £Qbg ge O fg qbg
L - L I R S N
1bdn §'C fqbén se & fe 1bdn
LYY e P RN I 2R I SN
ewu 870 fq ewu ge O fq eWu
L Al . A LT B S Y
ke 376 £okg ge 5 fg gke
S L P X_ N . P N_
1lu s” fq 1lu se G fq 11lu
UL S Y s P X A LY S S
bata s° fq bata se 6 fq bata
L S S ¥ 2 L X N8 & P R A

sokoto s 0 fq sokoto se O fq sokoto

2. High verb with possessed objects,
\"!_ \_ - \_\_
qbq‘ml mo fqbé'ml mo fq qbe’ml
L T T — P % SN »
ewu 'mI mo fq ewu ‘mI mo fq

TR Y A I

§kq'rq mo quq'rq md fq etc,
—_ e M _ o ? o m N N 4
eyin'ré mé fe EyIn'ré mé fe
— . _I_\_ _l_\

3. €pd md fepld 'mI mé fe &pl 'mi
—_ * _'X\_ Y S
awo md fawo 'mI mo fq awe "mI
- - _'_\_ _'
emu mo fqmu'mL mo fq etc.
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 11

L . - AP N N 4
obg mS fobe ‘mI mS fe
, R T N S - .’
§kq mo quq'ml md fe etc.
D. Supplementary material
l. Answers to 'What do you want?'
i$§né 'matches!
5n38 'food!
tikiIta 'ticket !
Ankan thing!
ka 'to read!
wé 'to put on clothing!
omI 'water!
1busun 'a sleeping-place'!
5w 'money!
K115* fé What do you want?
3Wo md £owo md fé 5w 'T want money!
dmI md £omT mo fé omI 'T want water!
6ﬁ3§ md f6ﬁ3§ mnd fé onj)é 'T want food!
2 PR N V Y S I _lf')(\
tikiita mS fe tikiita mé fe tikiaita 'T want a ticket!
1busun mo fébﬁsﬁn mo fé Ibusun 'T want a place
to sleep!
s v 2 R O A4 - a? N v 2
1sana md& fesana mS fe 1sana 'T want matches!
123
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UNIT 11 YORUBA
2. Answers to 'What do you want to do%'!
kilé'fé "What do you (pl.) wantg
<) fink&n J{J§ ) fé nkan 3{3§ 'we want something to eat!
ma AnkAn mimd a fé nkan- mimd 'we want something to drink'
omI SmI mimad g £émT mimad 'we want drinking water!
ka Ankan kika & fé nkan kika 'we want something to read'
wé finkan wiw@ a fé nkan wiw§ 'we want something to put
on'!
The words in the first column are verbs., The expressions in

the second column are substantival expressions that contain derived

forms of these verbs.,

contain those substantives.

The third column consists of sentences which
Note that the derived form of the verb

begins with the consonant of the verb root, followed by the voweli.

[ (VS
-1 L]

[
=1

LY . LY
1busun
. v ' d
1sana

- - ’ —-—
omlmimu

’ _re AR o 2
so lonjé se 0 ni1 dnjé
1 1 [ i
I I . Y , o, I S
S0 ni nkin Se 0 ni hnkan
e o
Jrie J1lJ¢€
IR 2 S 2 I N S,
SO ni nkan Se 0 ni nnkan
F RPN A
tita tita
I 2 I SR o [ S
S0 ni nkan Se 0 ni inkan
PN Y PN
kaika kika
I T , s P Y
S0 ni nkan se o ni1 nnkan
L - l_
mimi mima
& P X N V2 & X_ &
SO nibusun se 0 ni 1busun
V' Y S VI ] ' 2 4 r I Y VIR ]
SO nisana $e O ni 1sana
o 0 L _ s 0 s o
§0 lomI mim se 0 ni OmI
'-
mima
12l

'does he have food?

'does he have any-

thing

'does he

thing

'does he

thing

'does he

thing

'does he

to eat?!

have any-
to sell?

have any-

to readi!

have any-
to drink?

-

have a place

to sleep?

'does he

tdoes he

have matches?®

have drink-

1ng water?!
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 12

-’ o _0 0 s 2 r 0
dwo so lowo se 0 n1 Owo 'does he have money?'!
L. % N AT S SR I BN L Y N S
tikiitz $0 n1 btikiita se o ni tikiiti 'does he have a
ticket?
UNIT 12

A, BASIC DIALOGUL: 'Do you have any writing paper?'!

A
ﬁ3§ (1ntroduces yes-
no question)
swé leaf
EWe ‘we sheet of paper
ni have
ﬁgé € 16wé ‘we Nje ¢ ni ewe iwe? Do you have any
loose leaf paperg!
B
n5 ni Mo ni. [Yes], I have 1t.
A
fun give, for
dié some
5 fun mi ni dié E fun m1 ni die. Give me some.
B
mé1d how many?
neld 157 fe Mélo ni o fe? How many do you want?
125
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UNIT 12 YORUBA

A
Y R B
mS fe me)l Mo fe meji. I want two.
B
- P
Inu 1nside
— - 2 A ’
1q' y& meji Lo ya mej1 ninu Go tear two out of my
V'\‘I\_ .
ninu ‘we ‘mI iwe ml. book,

B. NOTES

L
1. nje as a question marker.

gé, indicates that what follows 1t is

The word h;g, like

a yes-no question.

2. A rising tone 1s retained when elision brings 1t into

position directly after a high tone.

Notice the tone of -we 1in the following equivalent

utterancess
Deliberat N38 & ni 1wd
eliberates nje € ni iwe 'do you have a book? '
LI " S
Casuals nje & niwe

The verb ni 'to possess' has basic high tone. 1In deliberate
style, rising tone occurs almost exclusively after low or falling
tone. But in casual style, where the low-toned vowel (here, -1-)
has been lost through elision, ~we still has rising tone. -

3. The plural imperative.

The pronunciation

'Y

& fin mi ni die
may mean either 'give me some' (plural imperative) or 'you (pl.)
gave me some.' But for the singular imperative, see Unat 15,
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 12

L. fun "'Ei'

In the same utterance, notice that £ﬁ§, which 18 customarily
translated 'gave,' 18 not followed by a noun object corresponding
to the English dairect object. Rather, the word that follows iﬁg,
which 1s mi, corresponds to the English 'indirect object.' The
word that corresponds to the English 'direct object! follows the

4
second verb, which 1s ni.

¢, Exercises

The following exercises are designed to provide practice in
switching from casual to deliberate, or from deliberate to casual
style. Notice however that for some combinations of verb plus
noun, the form in the middle column shows neilther elision nor
assimilation. In general, these are combinations which are rela-
tively infrequent, or which would be ambiguous 1if contracted in
the usual way. It 1s just as important to learn when not to elide

a vowel as 1t 1s to learn how to elide 1t.

R R N
1. mS fe opa 'T want a stick!
. v & N v - A N v
opa mS fe opa mé fe opa
v & N v S YV
iwe mod fe 1iwe mé fe iwe
v S N_ v L %
oke md fe oke moé fe oke
- o o _ o
WO mS fowo mé fe Swo
- S S 6 . »
qkq 'spade'! mé foko mo fq oko
- . Y B P
Igba Tcalaba.sh! mod fegba mo fe Ighba
2. & nisl 'we have a yam'
IsT & nisd & n1 Ist
- .’ -, - P
Ighba 'calabash' anigba & n1 Igba
127
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- Y S - e __
Tla g nila & n1 Tla
- s - 2 A I G
Iyo & niyo & ni1 Iyo
LYV - P v - 2 N v
iwe a niwe a4 n1 1we
— - o ?. A - P el N
Gbe 'soup! & lobe & n1 Qobe
- - A T G
éyin 'palm nuts! & 1qy1n 4 nl éyin
_I‘ - 2. P SN
?kg 'hoe! g lgkg & ni qkq
. s - P S U S Y
qu 'vehicle! g ni qko g ni qkq
a N _I.\ _Il\
ewWu & 1qwu 4 n1 ewu
N_ 6 — 2 _ A -_ P XN
i1lu 'drum'! a2 nilu & ni 1lu
o_r _
3. soleyIn 'does he have eggs?9!
- - 01_ L ] l_-
&yIin so leyiIn se 0 ni éyIn
- e rd - Y B 4 '__
epos so leps se 0 ni1 épd
VB PN s 2 LI
awo 'spectacles' so lawo se 0 ni awo
Y R 4 L 4 l_
Igba SO0 nigba se o0 ni Igba
- - lll_ [ 4 ﬁ__
CHE so lejd se o ni &34
I r , 0 e o
Ista so nisl se 0 n1 Isl
_' I 2 B 4 LA 4 ﬁ_l
odo SO lodo se o ni1 5do
. v &l N v A N V]
opa SO n1 opa se 0 ni opa
N v e N C A 4 o N v
1iwe SO ni 1we se 0 ni 1iwe
. 8 & L X s 2 P X N
bata SO ni bata se ni1 bata
F_ . .
L. s*& leyin 'do you have eggs?¢'
1
& fun mI leyin 'give me eggs'
— - ' ' f_lo_ _f' _l'_
€yIn egg s°¢ leyiIn € fun mI leyin
- roal tg f_l'h _f' :_1',\
€yin palm nuts s € leyin & fun mI leyin
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 12
- ,_ ,’.» - U s
oko 'spade'! 8°é 1qkq e fun mY 1oko
LY LY . rd X LY rd r'd X .
qkq 'spear'! $°¢ ni qkq & fun mI na qkq
LR . , X . - , - L4 X8
bata $°¢ nl bata é fun mI ni bata
s v [ v - L4 - ’/ v
iwe 8°& niwe € fun mI niwe
.V , ' A v - , I v
keke s € n1 keke € fun mI n1 kékq
D. Supplementary material: Numbers 1-10
(used 1n counting) (used after a noun)
- rd
éni 1 kin
. s & A A
eJji e j1 2 me Ji
[ o ,
qta 'qta 3 me ta
. ld ] 4 []
erin Terin Ly merin
s v ,‘_' v ¢’ v
arun arun 5 marun
LY LY A rd
efa Yefd 6 mefa
. L4 ] ld t
e 38 Ve Je 7 me je
L S, '!" i », '
19 39 8 Mg JQ
[NV -’ v s v
esan esan 9 mesan
v » v v
ewa Tewa 10 mewa
'they have one child! The bought one hat!
I ld ] L4 . . -
1 won lomd kan o rgd fila k&n
, e o A 4 [N v A
2 won lomd mejl o ra fila mej1
, , s 1 4 [ Vo
3 won lqmq me ta o r& fila mqta
4 ’ s 4 [ v 1
Ly won lomd merin o rd fila merin
’ r v L4 S_8 voov
5 won lomd marun 0o rd fila marun
129
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YORUBA

O O N o

10

LN v o
2. Count other i1tems: ewu merin,

,
qu
,
WO'l’l
,
W(.)l’l
,
qu

,
W?I’l

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

€bI

pa

-— '. r'd — ' d
&b1inpad m1

o P _A
1qmq mefa
r I
lomd me je
| S 3

L S |
lomd mejo
| N I T |
VY S
lqmq mesan
L A
lqmq mewa

UNIT 13

'I'm starvaing!

A

Ebai npa mi.

0 ko jeun ni &ro

nig
A
Mo jeun,
B
Kini o je%
130

5 f1la

O»s
H
{0,

5 £1la méjé

Os
s
j\J

5 fila

Os
H
o
=5

[}
MW¢ ~O~
ja

T fila

Ows
p]
o

)
®¢

T fila

Os
H
o

=
-0< -?D( =<
n

[ v
1bdn mewa, etc,

hunger
k11l

I'm starving.

eat

Didn't you eat anything
this morning?

[Yes,] I ate.

What did you eat?
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 13

A
Ist yam
mgd J8si Mo je 1su. I ate yam.
B
L4
mu take
su-rurd patience
mi si-urd dié sT Mu siru die si. Have a little [more]
patience,
B, NOTES
1. Mid and low verbs in fainal position.
k113 ra 'what did you buy!
k115~ 1€ 'what did you eat?!

The verb ra has basic low tone. This tone appears in final
position, as in the above examples. The verb )& 'eat' 1s a mid
verb.

2. Mad and low verbs in elision,

Compare these phrasess

mS rasu 'I bought yam!
mS )&su 'T ate yam!
md 3§k§ 1T ate cold porridge' (ékq

'cold porridge!')

mo réko 'T bought cold porridge'’

When elision takes place between a mid verb and the initaial
vowel of a noun object, the tone that remains is the first tone of
the noun, whether mid or low. This means that mid and low verbs
fall together tonally under these circumstances.

131
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UNIT 13 YORUBA

3. Mid and low verbs in deliberate style before a direct

objecte.

In deliberate style as well as in casual style (cf. Note 2,
above), when a mid or low verb stands before an object, 1t has

LY
mid tones mo ra qkq .

i« The verb J€ 1s not intransitive.
Notice the forms md 3&-n 'T ate (something)'!

In English, one may say simply 'I ate! cr !'T have eaten,' but
the Yoruba verb jé requires an object. The word used here 1s pro-
nounced 1in 1solation ohun. The un i1n 3J&-Un corresponds to the end
of this word, with the initial vowel lost. The hyphen in thais
word stands for a syllable boundary that is present in the speech
of some, though perhaps not all, Yorubas.

C. Exercises.

1. Practice these sets of forms so that when you hear a word
from any of the three columns, you can respond immediately with
the corresponding expressions in the same horizcntal row.

a. m5 ta md 13 m5 fe
5 ta 5 15 5 fe
S ta o 15 S fe
g ta g 15 5 fé
g ta § 13 § 1§
won té won 18 won fe
b. kil ra k11578 k115~ fe
k116 ré k116 38 k116 fe
k118~ ra k115" 38 K118~ fe
132
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L I ] ~ [ - » _ e rd
kinI won ra kinT won 38 kinI won fe

2. Make substiftutions in the order givens

| m5 15sT m5 35 Isd
[} \ 1
L . 4 - - 4 - . e
oun 'he, she'! o jgsu 0 )& 1su
N - —-— d - — - -
awa 'we ! & jésu & J€ Isu
[} ] 1
| S, - | - - M
eko & 1ekso & )€ ekd
i [} ] 1 [} 1 i
L 4 A 4 - N
awon '"they! won Jekd won 1€ ekd
1 ] [} ] ' i 3 1
&)8a won 3€3& won J€ &34
.
- ' - == - ==
emI I md j&)& mSé j& &)&
L3 — - . -— - — LY —
eks md Jeks mbé 1€ ekd
[] [l { [ [} )
Tst md Jj€st md J€ Ist
] ot 1 ]
3. 'what did you buy?! 'IT bought yam!
(¥ L. Y — - o
ra k113" ra mS rést
[ P . - - -
ta kild™ ta mé tast
’ — — —— -
J€ k116" ;& moé jést
[N e [y - —_
ghba k118" ghba mS gbash
I d . , - s
fe k113~ fe mS fesl
[d ’, ’ - ,
ni k1157 ni mé nist
. ’ - [N - - -
ra k113" ra mS rési
L. 1T got some yam! 'give me some yam!'
- - fed fond - - L4 - ’ —
Isu mS ghasl € fun mI nistd
518 5 gbd)a 5 fin mI 1634
&)a mS gbé& j& ¢ fun mI lej&d
LY - — - - — 4 - rd s
eko mS gbekd € fun mI leko
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D. Supplementary materials

e
b3
D¢

-;80 -1
(24

=
He «De

H
()

4

-%o

agbadd

.
amala

. L3 v

anamq

L S L4

a§aro

L4
L4

D,

143} (o]

a
(o]

||

0Q

[t

0Q o
-D<¢ -D1

=
P, ~Of

P+ =DCe ~Co D~
b

o
i
o

D, -gl

mo gbéwé § fin mI niwe
mS gb&yIn & fun mi léyin
md gbopa € fun mI lépé

m5 gb& keks § fun mI ni k8ks
m5 gbs fila § fin mT ni fila
m5 gbewu § fun mi lewd

Seventeen foodstuffs

malze
§k§ made of yam
sweet potato

a food made from yams cooked with
o1l, pepper, onion, etc.

ripe plantain fried in oil
fruit
. v I d
= asgaro
cassava
a solid food made from maize

cooked beans

=D <

= &
fried yam
pounded yam
rice
§ké made of cassava flour

type cf food made from yam flour or
other flour
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L L S Y
ogede banana
| Bt B }
o 0 x4
tuwo ors tuo a food made from flour and served
with butter and soup
[ -—
k113™ 3& "What did you eat?!

'T ate ebé! 'did you eat ebe? 'did he eat ebe?!
sb_ _sb_ (= \b_ ',.b_
{bg m5 3qb§ $°5 1¢b8 30 1]b§

L SR .~ I 2P S AL
ekd mS jekd 8°'0 jekd 80 jekd

[ } [ | ] [} [ [
L Y T [ 2 S N 2 A N
1rési md Jerési 8°'0 jer€si SO0 jJerési

[} [} 1 [ | 1 [ |
[N - - [ . SR P A e -
esd IgI md jesd IgX $°6 jJesd Igl go jJesC Igi
VA 4 - e P ® 2 m P 2 LY S 4
tuwo mé j& tuwo 806 1€ tuwo S0 )& tuwo
o R L 4 L P4 [ I Y
lafun mo )& lafun $'6 )& lafun so J& lafun
LI . - N S_ N AP S & R8s
amala md jamala $°6 jamala so jJamala
LIRS - VS ISP S Y T S Y
ewa md jewa 80 jewa 80 jewa

[} [} ] 1 [ [}

L IR R I R L T 4
anamo m3 janamo $°'0 janamo [The student
L -  wm aMN P m LN LN
dodo mS J& dodo §°8 3& dodo should attempt

to complete

O1

-0
Ca
Me
o
o
O,
o
(o]}

égb§d5 mo Jngad5 this column by

idundd  md Jédﬁﬁdﬁ §f5 Jédﬁﬁdﬁ analogy with

§k§. ms J?ké 3156 J('Ské the forms that
, _ N e . are given on

Iyan mS j8yan $'6 )&yan this page. ]

agard mS jasdro $°5 jasdro

e8s mS Jgeq 375 588

gbégﬁdﬁ md & gbégﬁdé §:6 18 gbégﬁdé
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o_ & 0P
24 kilo fe "What does he want?!
'he wants ebe! 'do you want ebe?'!

| S » P L AP0
{b3 o febg §78 fobe
L S 4 L r. P 1
qkq o) quq §°0 quq
L, & & 3 N [ S TR
1rési e} fqrqs1 8°0 fqrq81
N e o e 2 v o P P
esOIgl o feso Igil 8°6 feso Igl

o, , [ R T B I 4
tuwo o) fq tuwo $°6 fq tuwo

» @ Y S N l_"’
lafun o) fq lafun $°6 fq lafun
S a_a s 2 X _ s P P XN
amala o famala S5 famala
LR & _ P RN ’ T2 Y
ewa o) fq ewa §°0 fq ewa

L S SV I ZE R S V] . P AV
anamo o) fanamq §°6 fanamq

Y & P X a P P _x
dodo o) fq dodo 8°6 fq dodo
LY L - 0 s A e L oA
agbadd o fagbadd 8 ‘6 fagbadd

1

LS S SV o6 0 P P XNV
1dundu 0 fqdundu §°G fqdundu
- .o 2 o 2
qka o} qua $°6 qug
-’ 'fll f_fll
Tyan o feyan §°6 feyan

S v PR R VI LY S I
asgaro o) fa§aro §°G fa§aro

L SV I R V] f__lv
989 ° fegg 375 fege

& v _o LN 4 r» v _ 8 rp, 0 LA 4

gbaguda o fe gbaguda $°6 fe gbaguda

UNIT 1

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: "What did you have to drink this morning?'

A
mu drink
k1173 mi 1éér§ Kini o mu ni &rog What did you have to
draink this morning?
136
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B
n{gbé wo N1 1gbé wWO¢% When?
A
nigbha to~ )8-Tn N1 igbati o jeun. When you ate?
B
kqfi coffee
md mi k3L Mo mu kofi. I drank coffee.
A
il put
’
s1 in
- ,
fi... s1 put in
wara milk
§f6 £T wara si' §e o fi wara si 1% Did you put milk in 1t?
B
n5 £I si” daddaa Mo fi1 si1i dAdA. I put in enough [1into]
(1t).
B. NOTES
1. Another separable pair of verbss fI... si.

The elements fI and Ei together correspond to English 'put...
in.! Notice that they may occur either with or without a noun

between them. Ei 1s a verb 1in Yoruba, even though the English
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UNIT 14 YORUBA

words to which 1t corresponds are often members of other parts of

rd
speech. The form s1¥ means 'in 1t.'

C. Exercises, (1-3, 1-2-3, 3=k, 1-2-3-44)

1. Make substitutions in the order given.

’ o - o-— — — - — — —

l k1l™5 3& §°5 3&sd mS 3850
5vT ' ' 15 18 15 1&vI 5 16vI
eyin egg ki1l™sc ;& 876 Jéyin mS J&yIn
LI e, — ’ —_ - d -
olin kilo 3& §0 Jéyin 0 Jéyin
— - L4 L - ’ - - 4 - =
éJa kilo 3& so )&3a 0 J€4
- 1 1 [ - L4 - N L .
éyin palm nuts kilo 3& S0 J&éyin 0 )éyin
— ,_» - ’ , [

Ila kilo 3& go J§la o j€la

o] k11756 3€ 5 1la 9 1
1WG 1176 )8 S J€la md j&€la
-— - — - '— — — — -
Ist k1175 38 g0 jésu mé J&sl

) i [ 11 ]

— I -— — L= — JE.
Obe ki11vG 3€ 80 3Gbe md jGbe
] [} [ ) [} [} 1 [}

N ’ . [N . — N - N
ra k110 ra s 6 rdbe mS rdbe

—n? e = 2. ~ —_? - - ]
kof1 k11”3 ra §°0 rd kofi md rd kdfi

LR ’ = . , - [ - - [
wara k1173 ra $'0 rd wara md ré& wara

- 4 - = — L — . . — - . L
mu k11%0 mi S°0 mU wara m6 ml wara
. o0 - » - LIS 4 - (SRS
olin kilo mQ S0 mu wara o mi wara

N r_ P - 4 - IR 4 — ’a
t11 kilo mil so md tii o mi tii

2. Repeat Exercise 1, but in deliberate style.

D. Supplementary materials Things to drink.

aghd herb brew
emi palm wine
138
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15

1.

N

A.

v ~

b
0JO0 O

.

ada
rd
mu

4

wa

rd v rd
1§ mada wa

rd » ~
nibd lo wa

K1178 m

-('DI

Id
kofa
wara

r
ti1

’,

¢ &
Py CI T
(@)

-
}._I

O s @ =0 e =01 =Dy

B g o L) ot

O¢ Of =M » =Dy

k3

O~

ol

<
|
!

O0ta
]

or

v

L4

oro

0yin

la

BASIC DIALOGUE:

What did you

O o o My

o

O O o

O

rd
ma k9f1
mil wara
’ N
ma tii

magbd

did you (pl.)

1a
14
14

14

O»r O =34
H T
Q¢ O =0 »

o

2
iy
5

O~

'1iquor'’
'groundnut

thoney!

tlick!

(pl.) drink

=2
®

5
=0

-0 -n =0 = =l =
Dy O O O O

DOs O O O

=0 =ln =02

UNIT 15

'Bring the cutlass.'!

030 o.

A

- rd
LQ mu ada wa,

B

Nibo ni o wa®

139

5 5 5 5
LIORTIORT JOR T

=

Ca=D

0j0

i

s

o]

o]

5]

S

!

Yes?

Bring the cutlass.

o1l

>

cutlass, machete

take,

come

Where 1s 1t%

selze
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UNIT 15 YORUBA

A
ghére farm-shack
S wa 1anéré O wa ni ahéré. It's 1n the shack,
A
ma ma. {(marker of nega-
tive imperative)
Pé delay
ma pé 9] Ma pe o. Don't delay!
B
58 g. O0.X.
B. NOTES
l. Affirmative imperatives.
Look at the sentence: 18 mu ada wa 'fetch a cutlass!

The simple verb stem with no subject pronoun 1s used as an
imperative. We have already seen (Unit 12) that the plural imper-
ative 1s 1dentical in form with the form which contains the second
person plural subject pronoun &. The plural form i1s often used in

addressing only one person, as a mark of respect.

2. 'Fetch' s 'go, get , come!

In the same sentence, notice that the literal equivalent of
'fetch'! 1s 'go, get , come.' Yoruba and some other West
African languages use strings of verbs with a single subject and
no intervening conjunction a little more freely than English does.
This Yoruba construction i1s superficially similar to the English
'go get 1t,! 'go find 1t,' 'come help us,' but in English most
such constructions have only two verbs, and the first of these

verbs 1s almost always either go or come. Also, the English
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 15

construction 1s used only in the imperative or after modals (can,

will etc.) but not in the present or past.

3. Negative imperative.
In the sentence: ma pé 'don't delay!

notice that the high verb Eé has rising tone. This 1s related to
a forin =xmaape 1n which the high level pitch of pe after a low tone
was replaced by a rising pitch. But when, in the historical devel-
opment of some dialects of Yoruba, fhe low é was lost, the rising
tone remained on pe. The low é may still be heard in other dia-
lects.

By the same process, mid verbs after mé have second tone. Low
verbs, however, have falling tone, and not the low level tone that

they would have after another low tone.

. Exercises

1. informal singular courteous / plural
15 ségé 'go to the market! & 13 sdja
Jé-tn teat! Jé-ltn
mi k3£l 'drink coffee!! & mil k3L
mi st-uri 'be patient! e mi st-ura
fun mT léké 'give me a spade'! & fun mi léké

4 A - LN
ma 1¢ sojd 'don't go to the market! & ma 1¢ soja
. | - - ld 1
ma je-un & ma je-Un
mé mi kOfi § ma mu k§fi

’ v - U4
Tun m3 lqkq

-0y
=
fav]

I d v — Vg V4
ma fun mI l?kg

11
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D.

8.

b,

'don't buy a shirt!

'spade'!

Supplementary materials:

P » rd
abule

» — LY v ~
n1bd lada wa

sbule

- rd
Tle

' d »
ghere

farm!

ge'

'leather (here, leather sheath)

(1-2, 2-3, 3-
V JE SN »
ma rewu ma
y A T ) rd
ma ra que ma
AV 4
ma rawe ma
I d r'd
ma r kq ma
»
ma rala ma
r LY
ma ralu ma
Places
Thut, villa
tgourd!’
'basket!
'round heap
'cooking po
LY
'stump': ku
'stump of
'where 1s the cutla
r'd v, Pf_ @ »
0 wa labule o
Y N VI L4
o wa nile o)
L SV N e Vd
0 wa lahere e}
’ v, rd
0 wa 10k3& e}
l;\\'l_\
o wa lori ébe
&P oA Y
0 wa lori Igl
4 U Y
o wa lori dgbe
, A Y 4 X. v v
.0 wa lori kukute
1,2

for planting yams!
1!
kute IgY

a tree’

ss?' (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)

AV_I'
wa ni dbule

A Y e
wa ni Ile

P Y Y
wa ni ghere

i\v__
wa ni O0ko
IgT
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UNIT 16

Ce

]
5,
-0

Egbén

LY LY LY
i1koko

Egbén
1k0ko

tabill

B
[ORY ..g,

ol
3
O

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

[ SN SV S
nibd lo nlq or:

O-s

~ v
wa ninu awd

A v rd — \
wa ninu agbon

[0 XN

~ \d VB LN .
wa ninu 1koko

O»

it 18 an the !

~ v LA .
ninu aAgbon

[oXN
£
jAs]

A 4 rd ['4 L Y LY
ninu 1koko

O»
=,
©

v » rd rd
ninu~vtabill

Os
5,
o

O»
5
V)

v » s L Y
ninu qkq

O~
=,
jov]
ja]
I,J
I__l
o

O»
=,
)
-
o
o)
(¢]]

UNIT 16

'"Where are you going?'!

A

Nibo ni o nlo?

Mo nlq 1le.

Kini o fq se ni

1le?

Mo nlo jeun.
1) )

143

'in the

1s where 1t is'!

I’_\ (V]
ninu dgbon 1owa

I T S S W Y v A
ninu i1koko lowa

l P P P_ A v A
ninu” tabili lowa

)P .8 _ v
ninu qkq lowa
nile lowa

15k6 1owa

where?

Where are you going?

I'm going home.

do, make

What do you want to do
at homeq

I'm going [there] to eat.

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



YORUBA

UNIT 1%
A
K115¢ 38 Kini o je? What will you eat?
B
sG to say
fi ko 18° s3 Ng ko 18 sq. I can't say.
B. NOTES
1. The n- tense.
Compare the questionss
nibd 13715 'where did you go?%'!
nibs 15 nld 'where are you going?'

L
The element n carries the meaning 'progressive's It occurs
irmmediately before a verb root. The resulting combinations are

often translated into English with the 'is _ -ing' form of the

verb.
This present pro:recssive element has the form [n] (customarily

written 'n') before most consonants, but is [é] (customarily written

'n') before k, g, wy [m] before b, f3 and [my] (pronounced in same

position as the stops) before gb, p.

2« Lencthening of the vowel of a verb,
Compare the verb sequences 1ini
k1175 fé sé 'what do you want to dog%'
5T j8-lun 'IT'm going /there/ to eat (something)!

In the first sentence, the verbs are ié 'want' and g€ 'make,

do.! In the second sentence, they are ;Q 'go' and )€ 'eat.' In
the gecond sentence, the first of the two verbs has a lengthened

vowel, while this 1s not true in the first sentence.
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 16

Coe Exercises

l. n-form vs. simple form,

a., 'What 1s he doing%®! 'What did he dog' (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)
o 4 I d LA P y -
86 kilo nsé ki1lo sé
18 k116 nyg k116 38§
’ o L I d I d
mi kilo nmQd kilo mi
LY I d 4 rd A ' d rd ~
ra kilo nra kilo ra
gha k116 ngba K116 gba
ta k116 nta k116 ta
b. S& kinT wén ﬁqé kinT wén S€
18 kinI won ﬁ3§ kint wén 1€
ma kini wén i kInT won mad
ra kini wén hra kini wén ra
gbé kinI wén ﬁgbé kinT wén ghba
ta kinT wén nta kinT wén ta
c. 38 k11§ Nss ki1%E 56
ors kil§ nsé
18 k11§ 033 k117§ 38
il k118 nmd k1178 md
ra k11§ nrd k11"€ ra
gba k118 ngbd k1178 gba
ta k11§ ntd k1178 ta
145
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- e ? o l__
d. S€ k110 nsé k11™G Sé
[ T
ors kilo nsé
-— '— -— e
Jjé k113 n)é k1175 36
[} [] ]
—'- —
ma k110 mmQ k110 mQ
- | S Y
ra k113 nra k11™3 ra
[N r_ . A "... e
ghba k113 ngba k11 "5 ghba
LY l_ . . A ’.'_\
ta k116 nta k110 ta
2. '"What are you doing?' (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)
o P l e P [P
l k115 ngé kinI & nsé (or: kinT o.)
- kll_l_ k'__;_
B[ 115 n)é inI 0 nj&
. r_r ¢ _ o _
olin kilo njé kinI o njé
. r_ 2 P A r 0 2
ta kilo nta kinT o nta
- P A , ~
awon kini won nta kinT won nta
. l Y SN r Y
ra kinI won nra kinT won nra
L N -
mu kiny won rnmQ kinT won nma
L , —- -
1wg k118 nmQ kinT & nmmQT
[N 4 LN - ? A
ra k110 nra kinT & nra
L3 N Y SN F R VN
olin kilo nra kinT o nra
- )t -
mQ ki1lo nmQ kainT o mmia
. _’_ - ?
1wWO ki11l6 nmQ kinT 6 nmiQ
LY _l_ - —
eyin k1l1& nmQd kinI & nmQ
- ? A —_ - P,
ta ki1l€é nta kiny é nta
[ kilé njé kinl & njé
Sé kilé nsée kinT € ngé
S PR - .
1wO k116 nsé kinT © nsé
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 16

D. Supplementary materials: Actions often expressed with the
n- tense.
ké 'to learn, study!
ko 'to write'!
fé Tto wash'!
négﬁ 'to relax, get fresh air!
nird 'to rest (na 'to stretch', &ri 'body')
ran 'to send, sew'
sun 'to sleep!
tayo 'to play ayo! (t&, &yo)
1. kilS nss 'What 1s he doing?'! (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)
14 8 s 5 txé 1w
k& 3 ﬂk§w5 3 ﬁk§ 1w
£9 6 nfdsd o nfd &s3
] s . » o @
naju o nnaju 0 nniju
- o P o
nara 0 nnarf 0 nnara
) o 4 l"__
ran O nransd o nran &sg
sun $ nsin $ hstn
t870 S ntayo S nta ayo
2. 'we are studying! 'we studied! (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)
ko & nkowe & kows
k3 g nkows g kows
£o g nrosd & £330
] L} 111
- -t . ® —_ - ?
naju & nnaju g naju
L7
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UNIT 17

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

’ —
mo mu qmq'wa

— Yy v
lgle‘we

r'd
fun

, s
fun kaint

o,
:
B
o,

)
5
W)
]
-0}

UNIT 17

w
By
i)
o

w,
s
o
B

-O1

'T took our child to school!

A

Mo mu omo wa 19

1le 1we.

B
Fun kini?

A
Fun éké re.

B

§e o nse daradara?

A

B&ni, O nse

daradara.

148

child

school (thouse of
book!)

I took our child (and

went) to school.

for

What forg

education, schooling

For his lesson.

do, make

Is he doing well?

Yes, he's doing well.
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 17

B. NOTES

1. Possessive, fairst plural.

The Tirst person plural possessive is found in the
expressions

§m§'w§ lour child!'

Its form may bhe symbolized in writing by “w&. Compare the

L Y LY
possessives 'mI 'my'! and ‘r& 'your (sg.)' discussed in Unit 9.

2. Posseasrve, third singular,

The thaird person plural possessive 18 found in the
eXpressions R
eko™re 'his lesson!

Its form may be symbolized as "ré. Notice that 1t differs

from ‘rg lyour! with respect to both tones.
—c

3. fun as translation of tfor?,

Note that in the utterance

v LY

' d [
fun qu're 'for his lessons'!

the word fin 1s followed directly by a noun. Compare Note L,
Unit 12, In the present example, fin 1s not the main verb in the

clause, and 1t has only one object.

Co Exercises,

1. Differences in tonal pattern for various pronominal
possessives. (1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 3-4, 4-3)

(x4

— Cd ‘ - — —

2. §k§ thusband! qkq'wa qkq'rq qkq ré
LY LY

- . - — . = — e R

gyd (or: dyakd) 4&ya™wa ayd re gya - ré

o= - J - e —-— —‘ -

8md Omdo Yw& O0md0 "re omo ‘ré

1 [} [] [ 1 1 1 [} [} 1
LY LY

- . = - =

€pd EpoTwa epdTre &pd 'rg
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UNIT 17 YORUBA

[ [ - - | - 3 [ - -
qbq 'knife! qbq'w qbq'rq qbq ré
LY - LY - -, L) - - LY . —y : -
1bqn 1bqn Wa 1bqn re 1bln ré
b. tour book! 'This book'! !'your book!
[y (V3 [ \o_' - LY v_' [N LY v: -
iwe iwe “wa 1wWe re iwWe ‘ré
L3 v LI 4 - L . S_ N -
eko ekovwa eko re eko ‘ré&
) [ [ [} [] [] 1 1 \ [1
[ . v - . v . S Vvs
ada ada“wa ada‘rq ada'rq
- V' d - I d - - ' d LY - A -
Tle Tle wsg 11e‘rq 11e‘rq
- 'd - r'd - - » L) - ok Y —
Tla Tla“wa 1la'rq 1la'r§
- r d rd ' d ' d - - I 4 I d LY - V' d N\ -
dhere ghere “wa ahere‘rq ahere‘rq
—_—n? —nl - = _—nle —_—n?S o
kqfl kqfl wa kqfl re kqfl'rq
- P 4 - I' - - t' [N - l: -
Sko ispade'! Sko¥wa 0kore Qkoré
LY LY L3 \" - LY \' LY LY \:
C. 6wl ewu W& ewu're ewu 'ré
— 8 PR P g S -
qkq tcar! qkq wa qkq re qkq re
L ) - ' LY \‘ - - \‘ LY . \: -
Qko 'spear okoTwa okore oko "rég
- " - N . - - N S N S
éyin 'palm nut! €yin~wa gyin“re €yin'ré
JEN ¥ JE S —\ oy — VY -
qbq 'soup'! qbq wa qbq re qbq ré
LR SN SN S - S8 s s Soos sy
gokoto gokoto wa §okoto re gokoto ré

D. Supplementary materialss Place names in the Western Region,
and in the vicinity of Lagos.

l. Learn to read aloud, with proper tones, the place names

on Maps A and B.

2. Learn to name the places shown on Maps A and B!
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YORUBA

Places in and around Lagos

apaps Apapa

eblitée metd Ebute Mgtta

ébﬁté gra Ebute Ero

ehingbeti Ehin Igbeti

140 Iddo

1d5mata Idomata

. o,

1J)0ra I jora

ikéyi Tkoya

i1§3§ Ilége
v L4

yaba Yaba

0to 0t to

igéré Ijero

s0-Uuriléreé Strulere

- wharves,village near the wharves

- three harbors, the last section

before entering lagos
- a section in Lagos 1island

- 'Back of Igbeti!— area along

marina -—shopping area

- terminus-— railway and lorry
terminal between Ebute Metta
and Lagos 1island, separated

from latter by Carter Bridge

- 'Mata's harbor' - part of Lagos
1sland, i1mmediately after the

bridge

- !'congregation of relatives!
One of the suburbs in Lagos,
near l1ddo and Apapa

- formerly reserved area to the
NW of Lagos.

- 'eating mark' or 'fish searching

area', near Apapa
- north of Ebute Metta

~ 'a separate entity'—suburbs
near Iddo

- eating area for strangers—
West of Ebute Metta.

- patience has 1ts worth—west
of Yaba
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Tke ja

A
Do

Yaba

LAGOON
Surulerfe

Eobute M@ta

Ebute Ero
‘ﬁld / Idomata

- Ehin Igbeti

Tkoya

OCEAN

MAP A
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[}
®
e
®
> ®
®
o, L4
®
O
MAP A
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OgbomQ§ha

O0yo e

Iwg e kit

e Owo

Some Cities of

the Western Region of Nigeraia
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Kontagora

Kafanchan JPankshin

NIGERTIA
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 18
Cities

abeokutd Abeokute, 1korody Ikorodu
égbédérlgi Badagri ipérﬁ Iperu
ekitl Ekata 1w Iwo
ekd Lagos 5gb5m§§§ Ogbomdsho
egbadd Egbado (area that 5igd ondo
.« o . 1ncludes Ilaro.) .
epe Ipe 035gbs Oshogbo (another
N .. part of Egbado)
ibadan Ibadan ota Qta

3w Qwo
[P SV
1fe 1fe Y% 0yo
1jebu 0d§ Ijebu Ode sagami Shagamu
118 Ila saki Sak1
ilé§§ Ilesha

UNIT 18
A. BASIC DIALOGUE: "Who are they?!
A
aé arrive

éw§n t816 de Awon tani o de? Who are the arrivals?

B
éré friend
éw§n éré’yin Awon ore yin, Your fraiends.
A
jlétib6 Lati 1bo% From where?
157
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B
18t8kd Lat1l Eko. From Lagos.
A
ko took several
things
sru load
wo enter
kérﬁ'qu W§lé Ko eru won wo 1le. Bring their things
into the house.
B
bu dipped out
OmI water
bomI fin w§n Bu omi fun won, Dip out some water
for them.
A
tete Tete. Hurry.
B
Sle} speak
Pé that
bo come back

58 fun wdn pé mo mbd S¢ fun won pe mo nbg.  Tell them that I am
coming.

B. NOTES
1. Possessives, second plural and third plural.
In this unit we meet the last two of the possessives:
éré'y{n 'your (pl.) friend!

—-— b -
qru'qu 'their loads!
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 18

The forms of these possessives may be summarized as 'zin
'your (pl. or polite sg.)' and “wdn 'their.' Notice that the
3 pl. possessive has mid tone, while the 3 pl. subject pronoun
wén has high tone.
—r—

Both of these possessives are nasalized throughout. Be sure
to nasalize the w- and the y-, as well as the vowels.

Ce Exercises.

l. Possessives, 2 pl. and 3 pl.

a. After high or rising tone.

8 v \V_r' S Y
ada ada’yin ada*won
.. v Sl s Sowo
9kQ kg yin gke Twen
s v vil ;v'_
1wWe iweTyin 1we “wdn
[ IR, « v, sl
9re 9re yin Qrg Twin
, Y B R S
Tle Ile¥yin Ile~wdn
o 0 s o_ 0 6 2
dhere &here “y1n ghere "wdn
—_—n® —_—nlw —_—r? e -
kofa kGf1%y1in kQf1 won
— Y O S
oko 'spade! Qko¥yin QkoYwon

b. After mid tone.

-’ [ 2P
oko 'husband! 8kGTyin 0kG™won
——' - @ angp ws
gm3 gmg yan gmg win
[ - \_" \_'_
obé 'knize! Qbé“yin 0bé wdn
L. S ! S =
1bqn 1bonTyin 1bdn won
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UNIT 18 YORUBA
ce After low tone.
- -’ — %y
gko 'car! SkoVyin 0ko“won
- - ? —- S =
gru €ru¥yin gru~won
_b\ ' ' _b\‘_l -b\‘-
§og soup §pqyin §bg wgn
L Y ) Q\" \\‘_
oko I'spear! oko%yin okoYwln
[ ] [ [N [}
L S Y ' d . N
bata bata¥yin ata wlon
-\ ’ - = -\
2 éru keru™wdn ko &ru“win
. W r v LI -
iwe kowe YwOn ko 1we"wln
. Ly = PN =
obé kobe wdn ko ob& won
LY A - [ DAY -
ewu kewu~wdn ko ewu“wdn
r'd 4
- . . - - =
eyin eggs keyInTwon ko &yin“win
- 2t = L S
qkq 'spades'! quq won ko qkq won
[ ' A = 2 M N =
qkq 'spears qug won ko oko won
3. 'they arraived from !
LS I'd 4 e AV 4 rd A R Y
eko won de lateko won de lati eko
- M ld L4 AL ] 4 , LS .
0Ja won de latgja won de lati §ja
- , , s N _ 8 4 , L T ]
Ile won de latile won de lati Ile
¥ 2 4 * L 2 T Y I d » I B | & &
dhere won de latahere won de lati &here
[N L4 » e A LA 4 rd s 0 N_ v LA}
1lu won de 1at1lu naa won de lati ilu naa
D. Supplementary materials: Nouns expressing personal relation-
ships
S_ v -
prelu with ara relatives
LY L N v
ngén older siblings obi parents
LY -— Yy e
aburd junior sisters / Sbakin half-sibling
- P .V ~
brothers aladugbo neighbors
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UNIT 18
domestic employee
5 (3 sg.)

one's fellow
co~worker

L (1 pl.)

BASIC COURSE
3 (2 pl.)

child
teacher
companion

(1-2, 1-5, 2-5, 1-2-3-4-5)
2 (2 sg.)

1.
1 (noun)

¢ O~

> O~
Q-

v I
ore~yin

0=

>0=
PRo)

oL
(?l’l re

- ?

ara

-

{8b

wa
[}
wa
wWa

v
ngon‘
. v
obi™
ara™

.

4

¥yin

v
egbqn
obl'yin

. L4

yin

,

v
ara

LY
LY

re

L3

L)

oba-®

v
1l

ob
ar

.

S O=

o~

K4
yin

’
.
g

gb

1é
[}

&

¢ O=

O~
10~

o=

10~
10-

‘o~

o0

O~
4 Ol
10~

.

1

.

.

bo“re

abﬁra'rq
L4
ladug

Obak&n~re

a

L)

wa
wa
Ivwa
b6 “wa
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v
qnl
v

L4
adug

1uk

.

obakan™

aburd
1

O

a

LY

L
4

' d
yin

yin
A

L4
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urd vyin

v

ont
- ? -
dladugbo~yin

1uk

obakan™

abu

L 3

re

L

S
ré
ré

an
AS

uro *©

baka:
1édﬁgbo'

o}
[}

LY
ab
g

~

n

~
v

urd
ilédugbo

a
.
ab
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UNIT 19

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

. »
qbun

S, v 4 4 LN
baba fun¥yin lebun

S v
apoti
PN 2 . T VI
won wa ninu apoti

§ 13~ ko0 wdn
L 4
dupeg
g
13~ aupe 1lowd

'bébé'yin

-y

UNIT 19

'Father gave you gifts!

A

Baba fun yin ni
ébun.

Ebun iruwo?

A

.
Iwe, agg ati 1lu,

B

Nibo ni won wayp

A

Won wa ninu apoti.
,ﬁ 19 ko won.

B

E lo dupe lqwq

Baba 1yin.
162

gift

Father gave you gifts.

kind, seed

What kind of gifts?

cloth, clothes

Books, clothes and a
drum.

Where are they?

stomach, belly,
inside

box
They're 1n the box.

Go and get them.

thank
hand

Go thank your father.
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 19

Be NOTES

1. Pronoun object after high verbs, 1 sg., 2 pl., 3 pl.

These sentences contain pronoun objects after high verbss

babs fan~yin lébﬁn 'father gave you (pl.) presents!
g fin mT ni dié 'give me some'!
bomI fin won 'take water and give 1t to them!
g 107 k4 won ‘go get them!

Notice the similarity in spelling with the independent pro-
nouns and subject pronouns. The tones, however, are different:

indep. Pron. subj. pron. obje. pron, after high
emT md mi
L - ’
eyin 8 yin
£w§n wén won

2. Noun plus noun, when the second noun 1s in a genitival
relation to the first.

The expressions ninu (nl Tni) and 1owo (nl dwd) are oft

e exXpression ni ni ow e often

followed by nouns. In the resulting construction, the relation of
’» 0 -

the second word to 1nu or Owo 1s more or less genitival, or pos-

sessives
Y A SV S 4
ninu apoti tin the box! ('the box's inside!')

§w§'béb5 'father!s hand!

Notice that the final high tone of nini or 1owd 1s followed,
at least for some speakers, not by a falling tone, but by a low
level tone.

3. Possessive construction with nouns. In Yoruba, a noun
that modifies another is simply placed after the noun 1t modifaies.
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UNIT 19 YORUBA

Examples are to be found in Note 2, above. In general, there 1is
no tonal change involved, except for the insertion of an extra
mora on mid tone 1f the second noun begins with a consonant. Some
speakers, however, 1f the final tones of the first noun are basi-
cally low low, have the tones low mid instead, 1f the first tone
of the following noun i1s mid or high. This alternation 1s not
found in the Yoruba samples on which this book 1s based,

C. Exercises.,

1., Different possessives i1n longer sentences.

- 8 L - S AN - ’ - L S S
a. eru € fun mI 1qru'm1 & fun mI na eru‘mi

. v - , — 2 vs - ’, - 8w

iwe e fun mI niwe *mI € fun mI ni1 iwe 'ml

s _wv - L4 - s v - L4 — SN v

ada e fun mI lada ‘mI & fun mI ni1 ada*mi

.~ - » - S - , Y R U

qbq € fun mi 1qbq mI € fun mI n1 gbq mi

LY Y — , - s AN - ’ - IR

ewu € fun mI lqwu'ml é fun mi ni1 ewu'ml

S8 - L - 4 ®_ SN - , - [ LS N S

fila € fun mI ni fila ml 3 fun mI n1 filami

[ - , - L P - rd - S v o
b. iwe € fun Wwon niwe “wa e fun WwOn nl1 1wevwéa

L SRV - rd — 2 | - - r3 - V IS -

ad e fun won lada~wa 8 fun won ni ads “wa

| - » - ’.1‘_ - rd - S =

qbq g fun won lqbq wa & fun won qbq 1042)

S - P 4 - L A - - v d - . S N -

ewu € fun win lewu“wa ¢ fun wdn m qwu'wa

a_ 8 - ’ - 14 A_N — - ’, - , -

fila & fun wdn ni fila~wa § fun wdn ni £1la “wa

a_ 8 - » [d Id W_ N\ - - ' [d ’ S -
Ce fila mS fun¥yin ni1 fila“wdn md fun“yin ni fila~wdn

. - , , 2 — - U4 d I YR -

ada md fun“yin lada~wdn mS fun¥yin ni ada~wdn

. - L4 ’ L | - -— L4 ’ LA T 3 -

ewu mS fun¥yin lewuTwon mSé fun¥yin ni1 ewu“won

16l
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 19

. v s -
iwe ‘ml
~ v -
1we'w9n
. s Vs
iweTyin
- S
ru‘mi
- \' -
gruwon

- \' 4
gru‘yin

LY ALY -
bata *mI
bata'w@n

bataTyin

LN v; -
iwe *mI

LY LYY
bata *ml
N S S,
gru‘mi

Y Id
§ru‘y1n
eruwon
fila“won
. N =
f1la¥yin

bé'yin

Neo¥J

b&*mI

-0
-1

- ’, ' L | -
md fun”yin niwe won

- . ’ .1 -
mS funyin lobe won

.
®

rd P4 v —~
fun mI niwe*mi

O~

O~

» - rd 1 -
fun mI nlwe'qu

O~

LS S S
fun mI niwe yin

, AN o
fun mI l?ru'ml

On»

O~

’ ’ ~ -
fun mI lgru'wgn

O»
>

, ~ »
fun mI leru¥yin

rd F o \: -
fun mI ni1i bata’ml

[ORY

[ORY

» » 0 . -
fun mI m bata'wgn

Os

, 4 o \‘_ I d
fun mI ni batayin

e
niwe mi

Ox
Hh
ol
fal
=
.__l

4 N LY Y -
ni bata‘*mI

On»
}_b
Ca
[a}
=
’—l

O
Hy
fwikN
)
=]
I._.l

» AN -
1?ru'm1

O
.
joRN
jaj
3
H

s A ’
leruyin

Cw
L]
[o RN
=
3
r_l

» ~ -
l@fu'w?n

O~
E__b
[
o
3
-

rd E™ - —
ni flla'w?n

» » w [N »
fun mI ni1 f1la®yin

O»

=~

»
fun mI 1

[OXN

bé’y n

O»
“~Os =0
L ¥4

i
o]

be*‘mT

- -

rd
fun mI

165

- )'_; '\v'__
mé fun”yin ni 1we wdn

- ’ » Id . — -
mSé fun¥yin ni ng'wgn

Os O

O~

O~ O

Os

Os On

O

Oy Os Os Os O Os Os O»

O»

fun
fﬁn

fun

4
fun
rd
fun

4
fun

fun
4
fun

»
fun

rd
fun
fun
I d
fun
rd
fun
fun
r'd
fun
fun
fun

rd
fun
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UNIT 20

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

5le
5181wg Tle“wa

6lelwdle "wa

ko

P § oy, @
kinT Sle naalko

k1151le naalko

— oy o _
Sle nﬁalka§q

¢

lép

-0t

- ? ¥ s A v s
6lopa mole naa

B. NOTES

UNIT 20

'A thief got into our house.'!

A

ole
Ole WO 1le wa,

Ole wae Wa.

B

4
Kini ole na ko?

A
Ole na ka§q.

B

qlqpa

Olopa mu ole na.

thief

A thief entered our house.

to collect, gather
What did the thief steal?

The thief took clothing,

policeman

The police caught the
thief,

1. Tone change of noun expressions before verbs,

Until this unit, most of the sentences used in the dialogues

and all those used in the exercises have had pronouns as the sub-

jects of their verbs.

Notice the tones of the noun subjects in

these sentences, and compare them with the tones which the same

noun expressions have in other contextss

166
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 20

5le 518lwgdle 'a thief entered the house
5le naa  Gle ndalkasd 'the thief took clothing!
8bI sbilnpa mi Thunger 1s killing me'
qlépé §lép51mﬁ 5le naa 'a policeman caught the

thief!

Before most verb tenses, including both tenses that have been met
so far, a noun expression ends with either high or rising tone.
Those noun expressions which normally end with high or falling
tones have the same tonal pattern when they are used as subjects
of verbs in these tenses., Those which normally have low or second
tone on the last syllable, have rising tone. Those with the tones
mid mid on the last two syllables have mid high before verbs.

For further examples, see the exercise, Note that the proper
names élé: QEQ, and ng, all of which have different tones in iso-
lation, have the same tones before a verb.

Note also that a low tone following a noun subject i1s replaced
by falling tone. See Column 3 of the exercise for an example.

The set of phenomena described above will be indicated in thais
book by use of the symbol I. In this Unit, the tonal changes have
been written explicitly, together with the symbol I, which stands
for them. In most parts of this book, however, the symbol | 1s the
only written indication of these changes.

C. Exercises

5le 'thief
§lép5 'polace'!
5la (abbr. of name)
élé (a name)
pOpo (abbr. of name)

167
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UNIT 20 YORUBA
1. (1-2, 1-3, 2-3, 3-2)
'Popo drank palm wine' !'Popo drank herb brew!
LA & 0 e Py A
popo popo mémi popolmaghbs
039 5351m§mﬁ 035 mégbs
élé élélm@mﬁ élglmagb5
oto 0 t3 I m&m 0t3Imigbs
dle 518 Im&mil 516 mégbs
s _—lY - - S S TS
3la 5laimémd 3lalmégbsd
51opa 510pa Imgmi 516pa lmégbs
D. Vocabulary Review
l. Review all the greeting expressions in Unit 3D,
2. Here are three sentences and a list of words. The words

are elther place-names, or names for kinds of food, or

personal names, or words for personal relationships.

Use each word 1in an appropriate sentences

Q. mo l§ s1 .

b ms 38 .

Ce mo fﬁn léwé.

d. md fun mI 14wd.
Ebéokuta agbadarigy
aburd agbadd

168

(for place names)
(for names of foods)
(for personal names)

(for personal relation-

ships)
. v 4
apapa

5gb§n
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 20

- PV m P L I N

glabagIse eks lafun

_—l VY oA L S Y LIS 4

dladugbo epa 0J0

L S S 3 - - - Yo am

amala éran Obakan

S NN v . N L I ¥ S Y

anamo ewa ogbomoso
] 1 [

s v o & v _ 0 - VoV

asaro gbaguda Slukont

-y - ¢ v X 8 _S v

ata 1domata ondo

[ - L

dodo Tla oto

[EVIEY B N \_ v SV

ebuteme ta 1la obi

S v S AN v S L

eko 1dundu 085gbd

S v AR L SR S S V3 .

ebute "ro 1korodu ola

L N B Y L S V4 L S Y

ekita 1koya ota

S v LI R

egbon 1lajé 0la

S _ v S v L I

egbado 1do OWO

[} | I |

S e e L S y 2

esd Igl 1)0ra popo

& _f\ . v

9P} Ife 99

LN Y LYY L Y - b

ghlngbqtl 1réesi oka

L A S vV A

eb& Tlesa sagamu

Y 4 . v N 2 A_ VvV A

egbe 1WO su-urulere

. v -’ _k;

ege Tyan saki

Sample for a Written Quiz on Vocabulary and Tone,
to follow Unit 20 of Yoruba Basic Course

l. Write 1n Yoruba, marking tones as in this course.

to thank short (adj.) patience

leaf give k11l

gift inside cutlass
169
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UNIT 20 YORUBA
yam to delay, be late education, schooling
hunger where? to take
when? to put to do, make
milk to say water
2. Mark the tones.
ebi npa ma I'm starving.
mo fun won niwe ‘won I gave them their books,
won wa nile They are at home.
bata ‘“kini What kind of shoes?
won de lateko They arrived from Lagos.
oko ‘wa Our car,
e lo le-we Go to school.
mo rewu I bought a garment.
ooru mu mi I'm hot.
orin fo- He has a headache.
kile* ra What did you buy?
3. Write in Yoruba, marking tones.

Give me some,
I drank coffee.

Don't buy a book.

Tell them that I'm coming back.

The thief took clothing.
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 21

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

LY LY

ago

- P
Onile
']

[ T R
ago Onile &

»

1
tani
S el =
1wl Ttani (ors

s - - —-—
1w3d t&ni)

1£gbégé

S g ? s
emITlagbaja nI

UNIT 21

'Hello 1in therel!

A

Ago onile o,

B

qu tani®

Emi lagbaja na,

171

excuse, knock

inhabitant/
owner of house

(polite last
syllable)

Hello in therel

you
who?9
Who 1s 1t?9

So~-and~so

I am So-and~so.

clear

It's all right.

enter

Come inl
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UNIT 21 YORUBA

~Os

QJ
I d ' d H
to... mqta

& ~ v 4 1
0 ma t0)Q meta

0Jo kan pélu.

B. NOTES

1.

0 ma to 9J9 meta,

day
about three...

I haven't seen you

for some time.

one
wlth

(L1ts One more day.)

Full forms of personal subject pronouns.

The full forms of the personal pronouns have been met in

earlier units, They are given here

singular
h -
1 emI
hd —
2 1WQ
‘—
3 olin

2. Subject pronouns with nI.

S L o P
emI Onile ni

in tabular form:

plural

'T am a homeowner'!

Notice that the word ni, which corresponds to English 'am', appears

at the end of the sentence.

rd

(m5, 0, etc.) are not used.

fers from the verbs.

With ni, the ordinary subject pronouns

This 1s another way in which nI dif-

172
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 21

S_ v
3. pelu: an inseparable verb-noun combination.

The form Rélﬁ 18 translated variously as 'with! or 'is to-
gether with's In the system of Yoruba, however, 1t acts as though
1t were a contraction of a verb and a noun. It 1s like a verb in
that 1t may be preceded by subject pronouns and other subject ex-
pressions, with the tonal changes noted in Unit 20, Note 1. It 1s
like a noun in that 1t 1s followed by possessive pronouns, rather

than object pronounss

I d " v N
o pelu‘wl the 18 with us'!

In the sentence §Jé kénlpéll, the noun expression 3]0 kan 1s the

subject of Eélﬁ.

C. Exercises

1. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

Pronouns 'who are you?'! 'T am your friend!
L Y - LY - - - . - LY ALY - -
iWs 1wQ tany eml Qre ré ni
\_ \_ - pa— \_ . ALY - -
oltn olin tani oln Qre ré niI
L Y - - —— - — . - LY Vs - -
eyin eyin tanT awd ore ‘'ré ni
. - LY —— — - LY - LY A ALY — -
awon awon tant awdn Qre ‘ré& ni

2. (1-2, 1-3, 3=-1

Personal Names i1is 1t 0jo%! 'where 1s 03j0%!

633 njg-0636 ni nibd 1635 wa

a Ay [NV I Y Y Y N R VI

adio nje adio ni nibd ladioclwa

514 njé 514 ni nibs 151ulwa

514  (thomor!)  njg §la ni nibs 131alws
173

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



UNIT 22 YORUBA
gdé (tcrown') ﬁgé §dé nI
reml ﬁgé réeml ni
. e
ayo (ty0y") nje &y ni

3. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

Pronouns

W

y
an

1 =01

n

Qr=Ds H»

» .,

w§n

'who 1s with you%?'!

.r

d.
o]
B
1
T
[
2]

d
5oy
5
)

e
5

=

4

—
Ce¢ C¢ S< ¢
q q

N
Q) =D s P =Dy

Db =D ¥ =~Ts -Ds

ct

)

o}

Hi
b S
[

ct
£y
o]
Hi
T g
o

h. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

Personal Names 'is Adio with you%!

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

=0
[OXS
o K
O»
4]
B
ja
=
©
ja

4
yin
- s [ 4 -
md wa‘*kivyin nl

adidlpdluirs

51u)pélu’re

. v
nje
. v
nje

S ayolpeln’rs
n3¢ &yplpglu’rs

njeé rémilpélﬁ:ré

UNIT 22

- - V' d LY
15delwa
— - - v LY
nibd nfT r?mllwa

nibs léyélwé

'Ayo 1s with me'!
gyolpé1u’mi
gyolpdlu~wa
éyélpélﬁ'ré
éyélpélﬁ'w?n

'Adio 1s with Ojo!
édiélpélﬁ 535
s1alpelt 038
§y§lpélﬁ 635

. v - v . v
remifpelu oj0

'Is there some reason for our seeing you?l'

A

Se k5 s1 nkan ti
a fi1 ri o

B

Mo wa ki yin ni.

17l

with the result
that...

Is there some reason
you have come? (!'that

we see you')

salute, greet
you (obj.)
I just dropped by to

greet you.
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 22

A
L
binu be annoyed, angry
' -
simY to me
’e v o » -
g’g binu si ml e e obinu si mig Are you not angry with
me, are you?
B
£ Y LY
aye chance, place
L
ri to see
- [ 4 v - .
n korayé wa nI Ng ko ri aiye wa I didn't have a chance
ni, to come.
A
- ?
1ge work
L 4
diwe occupied
LS
pupQ much
PO B S ' 4 I JEN
Ise 'miidiwo pupQ I§q mi dlwq pupo. Itve been very busy.
B, NOTES
1. Negative for 2 pl. and 1 pl.
- L 4 , -
e binu s1 mI 'you are angry with me!
- L v & 4 -
e ko binu s1 mi
— by v & ’ -
€ o binmu s1i ml 'you are not angry with me'!
- v & ’ -
€ binu si mi
[ Id Id -
& ko binu si won
s v & » -
& o binu s1 won 'we are not angry with them!
- v ° L4 —
&° binu s1 won
175
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UNIT 22

YORUBA

The negative forms for 2 plural and 1 plural are related to

the corresponding affirmative forms as followss

E o

The full (1.e. most deliberate) form of the negative 1is

like the affirmative except for the presence of gé be~

tween subject pronoun and verd stem.

b.

A less deliberate negative form is like the affirmative

except for the presence of é between subject pronoun and

verb stem.

Ce

A still more casual negative form is like the affirmative

except that the subject pronoun i1s followed by an extra

mora.,

which has low tone.

We may put the same thing in another way by saying that the k
of the first of these negative forms 1s lost as we go to the sec-
ond, and that in going from the second to the third, the vowel of
the negative prefix 1s assimilated to that of the subject pronoun.

2.

The negatives for first singular and third plural are

found in the following exampless

i

a]]

L w » “ v
ko ri aye wa
# « *

o ri aye wa 'T didn't find an opportunity

to come'!

'they didn't come'

In each of these, the subject pronoun has a form which 18 different
from that which 1s found in the corresponding affirmatives

Subject pron, with affirm.

1 sg.
3 pl.

Subject pron. with neg.
md 3 (5]

rd
won
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 22

3. The third singular negative forms are exemplified by

ko sl nkéin 'there 1s nothing!
k0 siydni 'there 1s no trouble!

Here, the negative element ko 1s again present, but there is
no overt subject pronoun at all., The absence of an overt element

1s symbolized by .

i« The negative forms may be summarized as follows:

1 f k6 / fi=o / &° g ko / 8-0/ &°
2 &% /80 /3" ko / §~0 / &'
3 # ko wdn kd / wdn o

Ce Exercises.

l. Affirmative vs. negative statements (1-2, 2-1)

8, 'T ate! 'T didn't eat!
- L) - ~ — -
mo je-un n ko jé-Un
» — - .
o Jé-Un ko j&-tn
[]
LY
a jé-ltn & ko )&-tn
[ [}
» - — - b - —
won je-un won ko j§-un
- L3 — 3 .
b. mo sun i ko sun
4 ~ . .
0 sun ko sun
- . - . .
a4 sun a8 ko sun
’ ~ - L3 .
won sun won ko sun
— [ - [ v
Ce mo wa n ko wa
rd r . v
O wWa ko wa
177
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UNIT 22

YORUBA

,
wa

|

, ,
qu wa

- 4
a ko wa

- . v
won ko wa

2. Affirmative question vs. negative answer (1-2)

Qe 'did you sleep?!

be 5% 33-un

3. laren't you annoyed?'!

L [ v &
q‘q ko binu
4 - . v @
se won ko binu

4 A v 4
se ko binu

178

'T didn't sleep!
fi ko sun

ko sun

g ko sun

- s .
won ko sun

Rl he - -
i ko j;&-0n
[}
S - -
ko j8-Un
[
- g - g
& ko 3)é-1n
[]

- e [ -
won ko jé-in

_\V
n ko wa

. v
ko wa
-‘v
g ko wa

- ¢
won ko wa

'T'm not annoyed!

P 4
n ko binu

- S v s
won ko binu

L3 v »
ko binu
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 23

BASIC DIALOGUE:

- . v L
1 ko bainu mQ

ran
— I d
Tse
[ ]
- [ Y v , r d
8 ko range si m
»
sa
]
. v
39WQ

. [d v v &
& sa ma binu

(cf. ma bina)

UNIT 23

'IT'm not angry any more.'!

A

Ng ko binu mo.

B

§ﬁgbqn mo binu tele.

L Y
0 ko ranse s1 ul.

E sa ma binu,

179

again, any more,
any longer
(used only with
negative)

I'm not angry any more.

but
early, before

But I was annoyed
before.

send
message, work

You didn't send me any
word.

just

please

Just don't be annoyed.
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UNIT 23 YORUBA
A
tan finish
ees) inside
S tT tan ninu’mi 0 t1 tan ninu mi. It's all over [inside
(ors 6 tT tan nmi’mI) me ]

NOTES

The dialogues of Units 21~-23 form a single long conversation,

This conversation contains numerous points of grammar which have

not been discussed either in these three units or in the units that

precede them.
later units.

C.
1.

Os Os

H H

O e

s, o]

(o] -
-Dw

H

[\

a

77}

0]

a

|-.l

O
H
o]
=,
o
=
o
[a]
-0

Os

O»s

¢ - ?
won fowo
I d ]
won fowo
’ - ®
won fowo
’ -
won fowo

’ -’
won fowo

Os
H

-m,
=
[N
a]

02

¢ D8 =D

a
Hs

I bata ranseg

mi

’

~>

AV -
fiwe range si mi

4 L4

H
o
)
]

Dy =D =On
W
'_l
O

rang,

H

XN

|a]
-0

Notes and exercises on those points will appear in

the sent to me [word]!
(1.2, 2-3, 3-2)

the sent me money!' ('he took
money, sent to me!)
[P S Y S
o fT Owo ranse simi
l___l'l_
o fY &3Q range simi
[ AP S [ IR A A
o T bata ranse simI
» S v e 0
o I 1we range siml
- s b 2 s
o fTI nkan range simi
- __All_
won ko faqq rangg si wa
- \__Il'_
won ko fa§q ransg si mil
- N ST G U
won ko f&g§ ransg sivyin
— LU ST S S,
won ko faqq range si1 Q
— \__I'l_
won ko faqo rangg s1 won
[] [] [ [}
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 2

*n

I3 » [N v ’ ’
L]

rd
3. ki S § wa*® ki won i ko wa*® ki won
, V4 - LY v: - -
i¢-Un s°¢ wa® jé-Un n ko wa® 38-Un
- ’ : —_ - - \ v: — -
£0so s*€ wa' f£0sd n ko wa® £dsd
111 H ] 11t 11t
. v 2 .I ~ ’ — ~ v: ~ v
kawe $°¢ wa® kawe n ko wa*® kawe
- » :_ : - F - N v: - »
sise s°€ wa' sise n ko wa® siIse
[} [} ] [} ] 11 [} [ ]
ly. (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)
I d ’ - - v I d ’
binu A ko binu mo 'T'm not angry any more'!
— » - . — d rd
wole n ko wole moQ 'T'm not entering the
house any more'!
vl A - - v ’ -~ v »
raiye A ko raiye wa mo 'T've no time to come
again. !
. v - . v rd
kawe n° kawe mo 'T'm not reading any more'!
v - v v ’
kowe n* kowe moQ 'IT'm not studying any more'

UNIT 24

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:s "We should know one another!

A
yé necessary
mé know
ara‘wa ourselves
o vé ka moré vwa 0 ye ki a mé ara wa, It 1s necessary to know
one another.
B
ro think
na~ that's 1t
A'kin t1 md nrd ni” That's what I am
181 thinking.
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UNIT 24 YORUBA

A
StIt4 truth
bge like that
Btité nt 6 e béé Otite m1 o yg bg. No doubt, 1t 1s good.
B
6rﬁk§ name
5rﬁk§tmi nT 030 Oruko mi ni 0jo. My name 1s 0Jo.
omd 6kS nT mi Qmo Ek6 n1 ma. I'm a native of Lagos,
B. NOTES

1. Ei plus subject pronoun.

L4 - L 4 - - - -
© y&§ k1 a m§ &rd~wa '1t 1s necessary that we
should know one another!

6 y§‘k{ n 19 86k 'T have to go to Lagos!
é fé ki wén wé the wants them to come!

The partlcle'gi 18 often found between the first of two verbs
and the subject of the second. These are often constructions which,
1f translated into some other languages, would have the second verb
in a 'subjunctive! form. A first approximation to the English
translation of Ei 18 'in order that...' The tones of a (1 p1.)
and won are variable, some speakers using mid and some using high
tone on one or both.

2. The reciprocal/reflexive construction.

a m§ ara~w 'we know one another!

wén m3 araTwgn 'they know one another!
182
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 24

of the word &r& 'body! with a plural possessive pronoun.

The phrase which corresponds to English 'one another'! consists

In some

L4
contexts, e.g., with the verb ri 'see' this construction i1s sus-

ceptible of two different English translationss

'the

Ce

3

wln ri ars qu

RN
The noun bee.
—_——

'they saw one another!

'they saw their bodies'!

The word Qéé 18 a noun in Yoruba. Abraham glosses 1t as

fact of being

thus,.!

Exercises
4
l. ki with subject pronouns.
'T must go to Lagos!
[ - L - s v
emI o y& ki i1 1§ seko
L - '_4__'\,
iwQ 0 y& k°0 19 seko
.~ P IS 4 ,’ v
oln ©0 y& ko 18 seko
. ’ - ’ v
aw o y& ka 13 seko
. 4 o e o=~ s v
eyin 0 yé k& 13 seko
L - r Y T, - F
awon 0 y& ki wQn 19 sekc
2. Reciprocal construction.
=
= L 5 i mOrETWE
awd o yé& mora “wa
. ¢ e O
awdn o y& ki wOon mOr&“ wln
] [} 1] [} [l
. '-kf---"
eyin o y& € méra~yin
183

For examples of i1ts use, see Exercise 3.

(1-2, 2-3, 3=2)

(deliberate equivalent of Col. 2)

O Os Os Os Oa

O»

(1-2,

Os

O»

¥§ ki fi 18 si ekd
¥§ X1 5 13 s1 ekd
y8 ka 5 13 si ekd
y5 ki & 1§ si ékd
y¢ k1 & 1§ s1 ekd
Y8 ki won 13 si ekd
2-3, 3-2)

1t's necessary that we know one another!
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UNIT 2l YORUBA
be 'we saw one another!
. - g = - P o e =
awa & riraTwa & r1 ara~wa
.« ’ 2 e = , 2 e =
awdn won rirgdTwdn won ri gravwdn
. - P e ? P P
eyIn € rirad~yin € ri1 dra~yin
[
3. bee (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)
I S XN
yé O yé& bee 1t must be that way'
- [ Y N
s 0 8O bee 'The said so!
- LS X Y
g€ O 5€ bee 'he did thus'
4 L4 LAY
fe o fe bee 'he wants 1t that way'
i, Place-names i1n two common frames.

'T'm a native of Lagos! 'the city of Lagos!

L V4 - e MV L e L 4 v
eko om3 eko nI mi 11u 6ko
S _ v - em YoV L # a_ v v
1la Smd 1la nI mi 1lu 1la
P I - e e LWV rd S, v s v
6ndo omd 6ndo nI mi 11lu Ondo

S N - - % @ L4 v [
i1badan Omd 1badan nI mi 1lu i1badan
- SV - am e TN o P S AN v
abqokuta omQ abqokuta nI mi 1lu abqokuta
N v _l X N - - v_ 2 x ~8 @ S_ v A v _? X N
agbadarigi OmG agbadarigi nI mi 1lu agbadarigi
S v AV - - v A e \_ vV A v AV
ogbomosQ dmo ogbomosg nI mi 1lu ogbomoso

S v - e S VA P CaVe VN vV A
sagam OmGgTsagamu nI mi 11lu“sagamu

18l
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 25

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

Q -t
Dy -0
-
=D o

L d

Iba

- LI v L4 -
md sese de sibi nI

ko t1'pé pﬁp§

AV

eko

(RN

r

ja]]
5
He
-
Oy

- - S s
omo eko nT m

L\ PEREEY ST, S
aina lorukq'ml

- LI S 3 - ®
om0 ibadan nI mi

UNIT 25

'T've just arrived here.!

A

Mo sese de s1 1bi na.
Ko tz1 pe pupQ.

B

En, ara Eko ni ol

A

Ng ki se ara Eko.
1]

qu Eko ni1 ma,

Aina ni orukq mi.

B

qu Ibadan ni ma.

Ile Oluyqle.

185

Jjust, recently
arrive
here, this place

I've just arraived
here,

It 1sn't very long.

person

Ah, you're from Lagosl!

I'm not [just] a
resident of Lagos.

I'm a native of Lagos.

My name 1s Aina.

I'm a native of Ibadan.

name of founder
of Ibadan

The shrine of Oluyole.
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UNIT 25 YORUBA

B. NOTES

l. nI with persons and numbers other than third singular.

See the examples in Exercise 2. The pronouns have the same
tones and the same segmental shape that they have after mid-tone
verbs., But notice that third singular does not have lengthening

of the vowel of ni.

2. ki's8... (negative counterpart of nI).

See the examples in Exercises 3, l}, 5. This construction may

be surmarized as follows?

1l sg. n

2 sg. o]

3 sg. # k1 1 4 58 Noun
1 pl. &

2 pl. e

3 pl. won

The list of subject pronouns 18 the same as that which 1s
used before ko (See Unit 22, Note 3).

C. Exercises

1. Related sentences, one containing sese (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

'he has just arrived! 'when did he arrive'?
, & XN v b A e e
de 0 ggse de nigbawd lo de
- & X s L P
Jje-un O sese jé-Un nigbawd lo 3j&-in
- V. 2 S Y PN b A Lt . * A
10 0 sese 15 soja nigbawd lo 18 soja
[} [} [ | I |
- I S Y & A e s
ra O sese rawo nigbawd lo rawo
186
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 25

2. nI with various persons and numbers. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

. The 1s from Lagos! 'is he a native of Lagos?!
‘- _'Av_ '__\V_
oun ara eko ni ge QmQ eko nY
. - P A e [ J N SR VI
eml gra eko nI mai se Qmo eko nI 0

[ I S
ge OmC eko nI yin
[ S |
s Y I - ® I - Sy L8
awon ara eko ni won e Qma eko nT won
s - ? AV R P o . S e
awa dra eko ni wa ge QmQ eko nI yin

b, 'lare you a home ownerg'! 'IT'm a home owner!
[ S ’ r_r 2 ,
iwd se onile nI o Oonile nI m
. o L s ,_ 0
oln se 6nile nI onile nI
. , [ I [ ’
awon se onile nI won onile nI won
. , N Y < (" 4
eyIn se Onile nI yin Snile nI mi

3. Affirmative vs. negative naming construction. (1-2,
2-3, 1-2-3)

'is 1t eko?! 1t 1s not eko!
ot Tt
«k_ \v\k_ - k\' _sk_
{kg njg gkg ni 11 38 qkQ
L SR Y LI S S L3 . S ¥
1resi nje irési ni ki1 g6 1rés:
-_ P . Vv k\ - - *
Tyan nje Iyan nI 11 8& Iyan
S e o . Vv - e k\l_\ —
esd IgT nje esd IgI ni 11 Sé esb IgTl
LI I LI S U U
anamo nje anamo nI ki1 g& anamo
L I S, L I S S L A S
agbadd nje agbadd ni ki1 sé& agbadS
187
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UNIT 26 YORUBA

e Two negative constructions. (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)

1t 1s not porridge! 'he didn't eat porridge!

L - .’ - % e . | S,
ekd kil 56 ekd ko jekso

1 1 [ | [}

L S N N V] [N N P N R N . [ N )
1dundu ki1 §é& 1dundu ko jedundu

, 0 [ 34 - s, . - L
tuwo ki1 gé& tuwo ko )& tuwo

P v 0 L34 - r»b v _ 0 . - ’» v _ 0
gbaguda ki1 gé& gbaguda ko j3& gbaguda
. A L3 4 - M . L I Y
ewa ki1 sé ewa ko jewa

[] [} [}

& a_ s .2 P O S [ L S NS N
amala kil gé amala ko jamala

5. Negative naming construction, all persons and numbers.

(1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

1wd sé ong 1badan nil ¢ fi ki’g5 qmd 1badan
éyln §é ule 1badan ni y{n n ki‘gé omo 1badan
& k1°g8 dmd 1badan
awdn §é 3m3 1badan nT wén won ki£§é omd ibadan
oun §é omo 1badan ni kif§é §m§‘ibéd§n
UNIT 26
A, BASIC DIALOGUE: 'I'm a student.'!
A
omg §ﬁkﬁrﬁ nI mi Omo sukuru ni mi. I'm a student.
gbé accept, take,
get, receive
asiko (ors é§iké) time
fi ko ni gbd yin Ng ko ni gba yin ni I will not take up
15§Ik5 a§1k5. your time,
188
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 26

pe

S_ sy I PN v
alao 148 npe ml

f_ T s ’, ’, L2 S
t e ba nwa nkannkan

- - ’ -
€ 8§ fun mI

B. NOTES

Alaoc ni a npe mi,

Onlgowo ni mi,

Ty e ba nwa nkan

kan e 80 fun mi,

call
I'm called Alao.
trader
I'm a trader.
when
heppen to do
look for
Whenever you want

something, tell me.

1. Third person singular object pronoun.

.
o ri~ 'he saw him!
’ -®
o j)&° the ate 1t!
’ 4
ma ra’ 'don't buy i1t!?

Bach of these sentences contains a verb with a& third person

singular object,

to the vowel of the verb,

The object 18 represented by an extra mora added
The tone of the third person singular

object pronoun, like the tones of the other object pronouns, varies

according to the tone class of the verb i1t follows.

Its tone is

of course i1ndependent of the tones of the noun for which 1t stands,

2., Tones of object pronouns with low verbs.

189

'dad you call me?Q!
'T called you!

'T know him!
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The called us'!
'we called you!
'T don't know them!

v

roko naa

v

YORUBA
won

v

v

.
mo
1

C pé wa
.
& pe yin
LY
ko

»

n
Object pronouns, 3 sg. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

Object pronouns after a low verb have rising tone.

Exercises

1.

C.

UNIT 26

Lol

L4
-

I mC mo

2 S
qn
LN
e
]

be

10-

m

mo

nI

be
[

4
¢ Q=

£0
Ua!

¢ O~
SO~

10~

.0
n-

*Q

e
e Q=

v

Pad
nI o pe yin
nT o pe mi

v

~
pe mi

pé yin

~
pe wa
I'd
S0

’
SO
S0

Object pronouns after a low verb., (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)
awa

2

¢ Q=
N Qe

pe won

,
30
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 26

3. ni plus relative clausey 1 sg. and 3 sg. o.p. after low
verb (1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

[ XV Y S S - NS _Sy [ X P -~ v
-8 adio orukqul nl adio adio la n pe mi
— - Pt e e — P v
olu Srukg ‘mI nI Glu lu 14 npé mi
- & -l e e M - S VY A v
ayo Srukd - mI nI ayQ ayo la npe ml
. v P N T i N v ANV A
remi Orukd*mI nI remi remi la npe mi
S . S S NV A
qla Oruks "ml ni qla qla la npe mi
—_ -l e o ® —— ANV A v
0la Srukg nI 0la 0la la npe mi
s v . S v S v A Y Se
b. 0]0 OSrukd~re nI 030 0J0 la npe
- w - 8 - S v sy
ayoQ Srukd~re nIi ayo ayq la npe
—— - e b e o ——— ? LR X<
3la Srukd~re nI §la 3la 14 npe’
[ - e S e Som | S NS
ola Sruk@'re nI ol&d old la npe
a < - P e b e MV . ¥ A ¥ NP
reml rukq’rq ni remi reml la npe*
J -l e b e mm ® — P A4
5lu Srukd~re nI dlu 5lu 1a npe-
- - e bV e o N A P 8D
ade rukd re nI &de &de la npe*

. Negative vs. affirmative of various sentences. (1-2,
1-3 s 1"2"3 )

l h D™ NP Sy
ore 'mI ni k1°sé ore'mI

- - P s - NS s s

Sn1sdwo Snigdwo nI k1 °g& GSnigdwo

. JEEY Y - I - L S N ¥

emY SnisSwo nI mi N ki‘s€ Onigdwo

— v - ¥ ’ _\f__'v

qlqpa qlqpa nI m ok 'sé glqpa

. -V - ’ - Iy S

awa 6lopa ni wa & ki'sé G5lopa

s - Y o - \-:_ v

awon Slopa nl won won ki°gé Glopa

191
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UNIT 27

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

15 mS gbo

. v &
otltq

LI T
otltq ni

ki

K1

r I 4 Yy d I d
se ka wa ki o

e |
=
s =0

1
gl

-0< o
o E
M1
B3

Qe
ip)
=
)

r -
p°d réle

nrin ni
imT nT
UNIT 27

A

Ti0, mo gbo pe o

ra 1le.

Otito ni.

Se ki a wa ki 97

192

S
B

)

He 01
[a]

(3

=

(3]

=~
e
L]

oy

He

N
-2

N2 e e
ki §é omoQ

LI SN N
kl'ge qkunrln
- - LY
2 qkunrln

— — < —

€ Obinrin

- LY v N -—

€ ore°mt

'"Tio, I hear that you bought a house.'

listen, hear,
understand

that

Theo, I hear you
bought a house.

truth

It 18 true.

(grammatical
element)

to visit, pay
respect to

Shall we come and
visit you?
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 27

A
éyin you (pl.)
mé1d how many?
éyin mé1d Eyin mé1lo? How many of you [are
there 17
B
535 sam atemI naa 0jo, Sam ati em1i na. O0jo, Sam and I.

B. NOTES
1. Ei as the first in a sequence of verbs.

’ d I d Id -
se ki a wa® ki 0 'shall we come visit you?

The second Ei 1s the verb usually translated as 'salute, greet,
visit.! The first Ei 1s the same element that we met in Unit 2L
Note 1, but here 1t does not follow a verb. The subject pronouns
are those which we have already met following Ei. The English
translation 1s as 1indicated.

S_ v o_ v
2. elo vs., melo,

Compare the sentences:

6ld 1¥5 ra® thow much did you pay [for] 1t
meld 175 fé thow many do you wantg!

The form 613 1s usually translated 'how much?' and meld 1s
usually translated 'how many?'! Note that the form of the latter

18 as though 1t were a contraction of ;_n_' plus 813,

3. Ré followed by a clause.

The verb Ré: plus a clause, 1s commonly used after verbs with
meanings like 'see, hear, say.' These are verbs which in English
are commonly followed by 'that! plus a clause. Hence, the Yoruba
verb‘Ré 18 commonly translated by the English conjunction 'that.'

'193
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UNIT 27 YORUBA

C. BExercises.

rd

1. pe plus clause. (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)

%

L

§ 13 SéJé ms gbé p*& 13 soja essyou went to the market
& lq séisﬁn m5‘gbé pf§ 15 salsun esesyou went to a wake

g wé 134d6 ms gbé pfq wé 1036 eeeyOU SwWwam 1n the river
€ rawe 'y6rﬁb5 mo gbé pf§ rawe 'y6rﬁb5 e s s you bought Yoruba books
€ régbédé mo gbé pfé régbédé « e oyou bought an agbada

2. pe plus clause. (1-2, 2-3, 3-2)

P S B 4 I S S R G A 4
popo njo 0 8§ pe popo njo ees POPO 183 dancing
pépé ﬁt5§§ S 80 pé p5p5 ﬁt&g@ eesPOpo sells cloth
¢ P A YA Y Y S S S
popo nragbdn 0 83 pe popo nragbon .« e s POPOo 1s buying coconuts
s 2 I o o
popo njéran © 8§ pe popo nj)érén ee s POPO 18 eating meat
pépé ﬁgépé 3 88 pé pépé ﬁgépé «s s POPOo 18 eating groundnuts

3. .Ei plus clause,

Qe 'shall I come to greet youl'
» ’ o ’ o
ka se ki n wa* ka o
X N ’ r - 4 PX N
soos1 se ki n 16 s1i soosa
1830 [} 1 TR
8 v d - .
kawe se ki 11 kawe
— - ’ . — ,n
fos0 se ka f6s8 naa
[ | ] 11}
“_ 8 e, & , X8
fila ge ki A de fila
LS ’ ’ LR
bata ge ki A w8 bata
4 N rd r'd . N
ewu se k1 1 wewu
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 28

b e v
mu agbon wa

=l
Dw
=
He
ta]

égbén

LS W Y AT Y S S DU S
1koko ge ki i mu 1koko wa

b. 'shall he bring...%s!

- % [ S R (V]

agbon ge ko mu adgbon wa

. v P ' Y T N SV e

1sana se ko mu 1sana wa

Y S I B Y S

&bule se ko lq gsabule

N LI S

aghbl se ko s& agbl

lio 'How many?!
'Thow many books are there?!' '] see six books!
. v S v ro L0 - 2V 2 A
iwe iwe melo ni won md riwe mefa
P . L I - P A v A
ggbe fgbe melo nI won mé ragbe mefa
. v LI "3 [ "I - P&
ada ada melo nI won mS rads mefa
L S ) L vov L Y A v A
1busun i1busun melo nI won md ribusun mefa
s S L vy L - ® 1 & _A
aga agd melo nI won mS raga mefa
UNIT 28

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Do you know the way?'

A
§£§ ménﬁ € ¢ mo onayp Do you know the way?
B
épéJﬁwé description
§épé3ﬁw€'ré Se ape juwe rg. Describe 1t.
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A
9 follow
5p5p3 street
dﬁgbé (name of street)
& t3 opdpo ~augbg 15 E to Opops Dugbe lo. Follow Dugbe Road.
kqgé pass
ekSt&dd Ekotedo
MOkola Mokola
§ k3ja 6kSt8dS ati E koja Ekotedo ata (You) pass Ekotedo and
mdkQ1a Mokola, Mokola.
ya veer
sotUn to the right
e yé sétﬁn ni k53§l§ E ya s1 otun ma Turn to the right at
Kajola, Kajola [Street].
e ma ya rara mé E ma yé rara mQ. Don't turn any more.
B. NOTES

1. Eg plus impersonal objects.

The verb td, which we have translated as 'to follow', may
take as 1ts objects words like 'street' and 'path’, but 1t does not
go with persons. That 1s, 'to follow a person' requires an en-
tirely different verb in Yoruba.

2. k’Jé: another inseparable verb-noun combination,

The disyllabic verbal expression k635 18 comparable to pélﬁ
(Unit 21, Note 3) in that 1t acts like a coalescence of verb plus
noun, not like verb plus verb (Unit 10, Note 1).
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 28

3. Noun plus noun in genitival relationship.

In the sentences

LY

sé épegﬁwé i1é=r§ tdescribe your house!
( 'make description of your house!)
the words égéaﬁwé and g}é are both nouns. The construction in
which they are found here 1s such that ilé 'Thouse' 18 1n genitival

relationship to épélﬁw'.

Ca Exercises.

1. épégﬁwé plus another noun; 2 sg. vs. 3 sg. possessive.
(1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

'describe your house! 'he described his house!

- L TNy b S 2 xS N
Tle sape juwé Ile 'ré O sapejuwé IleTre
- - S %l e - & X SN @ - ey S
&8s0 sape Juwé 8s0°‘ré O sapejuwé€ &s0 re

[IR] ] 1y 1 L] [ R |
_l:v \\'___f':vt_ & x N _o-\v.‘_\
Ile “we sape Juwé Ile‘we 'ré © gapejuwé Ile ‘we™re
P L A R T S, L X NP S S
0do gapejuwe odo'rq O sape juwé ddo re
-, b RN ' & x N o A
agbadsa sapeJuwé &gbada ‘rg O sapejuwé &gbada“re
- ’ IR Sy L & x 8 » -
abule sape Juwe gbule ‘ré 0 sapejuwé dbule re
- Y A L S S 3 . S SN & x N 0 —_ AL N
&ladugbo sape juwé &ladugbo ‘ré O sape juwé aladﬁgbo'rq
Loy P L e ov_":_ &  x N 2 VY S N S Y
élabasise sape juwé &labagise 'ré O sapejuwé dlabagIsere
N SN = X N 2o
awdn 3apo juws Twdn O sape Juwé™wdn
S T e p XA e N
oln gape Juwé “re O gapejuwére

2« Possessive construction with kéaé; affirmative vs.
negative imperative. (1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

'pass our house!' tdon't pass our house'!

Tle “wi § k538 Ile™wa § md k¢ja Il6vwa
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- PSS Vv - e P ma®Y v - ® S P v
Ile ‘we & kdja Ile‘we & ma koja Ile‘we
S00s1 & k538750051 5 kb ja~so0s
§ kQaa75S § ma kdjaTyegs:
- ® _k_l_\ - [ Y
0Ja € kGja §)a € ma koja §ja
Y Y Y S - @ o __P_ o
fbule € k§ja fbule ¢ ma k¢ja abule
S v oo - i PN 0 - LY Py -
Opopo “wa € kdj)a opopoTwa € ma kéga OpOpO "W
. S S - f Ol -
awa & kdja“wa € ma koja~wa
4
3. ni1 plus place expressions; affirmative vs. negative simple
indicative. (1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)
L 2. N v v & v @ L) - 4 Y N v v e v 0 XN
opopo §°8 ya sotun lopopo naa &€ ko ya sotun lopopo nas
» [ R G 4 Y U Y 4 LAl - q N S v v o »_ 0 LA}

&bule 8°¢ ya sotun labule naa € ko ya sotun labule naa
- S . L) vtv 1'.\ v _k\ s vtv lln v
(11 §°€ ya sotun 1lQja naa € ko ya sotun loja naa
—-—lY v P 3 v, Vv . AN v L - s s v, v [ L 2 ()
Ile “we $°'& ya sQbun nile’we naa € ko ya sotun nile ‘we naa

X N 2. N wv.w & s x N v s PR S S I [T S Y L)
80081 §°¢ ya sqQtun ni $00s1 naa € ko ya sotun n1 g§QQsi naa

UNIT 29

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 1Cross Duro Roead!

A
161 street
£6... da skip over, jump
over
§ £5 t1tT vaurd da E fo ti1t1 Durc da. Cross Duro Road.
B
-
owo hand
os1 left

Ile m1 wa N1 OWO OSi. My house 13 on the
) ]
left.

«Os
Ox
a
e

- ') — ~
fle ‘mTiwa low

=04
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 29

ye understand
(1mpersonal
verb)
I L4 4 L4
se o yeTyin Se o ye yin? Do you understandy
B
s§nﬁ to be lost
sa merely
1e be able
gt 18t s@nﬁ §5 A ko le sonu sa. We cannot be lost
anyhow,.
téjﬁ tend to, care for
ds awalt
ir§si rice
tégﬁ’rQsi de wa Toju.1resi de wa. Prepare rice for us

before we come,

o 3 All raight.

B. NOTES

1. A separable verb combination: £0... da.

The disyllabic verbal expression ié... gé consists of two
independent verbs used together. If there 1s an object, 1t comes
between the verbs. Object pronouns may follow the first member of
the pair., The 3 sg. object form 1s generally gégé, not géjgé:

I d

S £3 aa 'he jumped over it!

This 1s an instance of tonal 'condensation,' as described in
the Introduction (p.xxi).
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UNIT 29 YORUBA

2. The impersonal verb zé.

The verb zé 1s generally preceded by a 3 sg. subject pronoun.
This pronoun has no special antecedent when 1t 1s used with zi. In
this sense, we may say that Xé 1s an 'ampersonal verb'. The words
which correspond to English subjects are in Yoruba translated with

object nouns or pronouns:

'T understand!

O»
q
0]
3
]-_l

- the understands(1t)

Os
%]
(0]

, A I d X LY
SOS1 51 Os1
! !
sk to the left

The above expressions demonstrate that the word Swo 'hand'

may be included in or omitted from these expressions of direction.

C. Exercises.

1. fo... da with noun and pronoun objects. (1-2, 3, 1-2-3)

'did he cross the street?! 'he didn't cross 1t!
2 A & . A v . v ¢
tita SO fé titi da ko fo da
. v & L R N VI Y [ S VI ]
opopo so fopopo da ko fo da
5do $6 £5do da ko £S5 aa
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UNIT 29

3.

Right vs. lefty negative vs. affirmative, simple
(1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

indicative,

< -
emil

'T didn't turn right?

- LY LY LY V)
n ko ya sotun

ko ya sotun
o ya sQ

- . . v v
& ko ya sotun

— . . v v
wdn ko ya sqtun

'T turned left!

- . v A~
md ya 80s1

I d
O

a

~ v
ya sosi

~

. v ~
ya sosi

L4 ~ v A
won ya sosil
[]

-
Left vs. right with and without Jwo.

»
<

[ 4

oSl

h -
awa

'shall we bturn left2!

,
e

=0

-~

(OXN
5
%}

Y
/)]
O
5

kl P v
a ya sow

’ A~

ka ya

w
-0O¢
E

o
«O8s =0¢ =0¢ =Ox»

>
»

[#2]

L4

K
=
fni]
o 9
4]

-0¢

’ X
? oSl
v
tun
a v
W qtun

.

”
O8L

)

L 3
o
|
,
(o]
1
,
o}
1
X
0

.
S1

The impersonal verb yé. (1-2,

tdo you understandl‘!

] P /)]
Os Oy

-0
Os

L4

’ _—
ye §
"'

ye

O'I
ye~yin

’ -
ye wdn

201

'shall we turn leftg!

=/
(OXN

-2 -0
[OXN

{0

[CX SN OXN

-0
[OXN

l4 A v A
ka ya sosi

’ ~ v, v
ka ya sotun

4

k1 @ ya sot

0¢ -0¢
> §<

. .
ki ©i ya sos

L4 ~ v A
ka ya sosi

2-3, 1-2-3)

'T don't understand!

k
k
k

.
(o]
[N
(0]

.
(o)

v -
ye mi
v
ye~

v -
ye mI

. v -
ko ye wa

k\

(o)

v -
ye wdn
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UNIT 30 YORUBA
5. The verb le.
'he wants to write'! tcan he write?!
. v I d L4 AV I x . v
kowe o fe* kowe so le kowe
o v L4 LR v L d ~ v v
kowe o fe* kowe so le kowe
Jjo 3 féf 35 §6 lée 35
nara 5 féf nara §5 le nirsa
£33 6 ré* rosd s6 18 rdsd
13 [] [ 1 R
15 %1 won 3 féf 16 ki wdn gé 16 15 ki wdn
UNIT 30
Review.
A
1. §lép5 w§lé'w§ A policeman entered our house.,
2e gé ka 15 k1 won Shall we go and greet them?!
3. iré 5gb5m§§§ nT He 's from Ogbomosho.
L. & dé léjé ké J1 ésé He arrived on Tuesday.
Se §é St{té nT Is 1t true?
6. ms ya sotun Don't turn to the right.
Te f§§§}mi lésén Wash my clothes in the afternoon.
8. iw§ Tt&nT Who are you?l
9. §5pé3ﬁwe omo‘r§ Describe your child.
10, 5% bind siv Are you angry with him?
11. nibd 1535 wa Where 1s 0jo0%
12. S wA ni $00s1 He's at church.

202

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



BASIC COURSE

UNIT 30

13.
1.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20,
21,
22,
23.
2l
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30,
31.
32.
33.
3L,
35,
36,
37.

nje & fe* 3& dodo
» LI . W .
nibd lopa ‘miIiwa

- bs
mo mona
PPN ALY & v s
o fo awb pqlu ororo

S T T 4
g€ le s§ ydOruba

P & ’
won lomd me jé

L] L R

L S,
1yawo *mIlnrangd
-_ P - O ®
lq matf wa
& L N v
ma ragbon yi
_—? A S S
t8lo fI wara siv
)l_ & v _ 0
won njé gbaguda

S v

» x
atanamq.

Ade 18 not a policeman.

Are you a student?

I'm studying & Yoruba book,

How many of them [are therel?

Do you like to eat fried plantain?
Where 1s my walking stick?

Shall we go and greet him?

I know the way.

He broke the dish with the oail.
Can you speak Yoruba?

They don't know one another,
They are residents of Apapa.

A trader does not sell foodstuffs.
What 1s the trader's name?

His name 1s Remi.

This cloth 1s not an agbada.

Is your book interesting?

His children are very small.

He has two bicycles.

They have seven children.

My wife 18 sewing.

Fetch the pepper.

Don't buy this basket.

Who put milk in 1t?

They are eating cassava and sweet
potatoes,
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38, i k0 ni nkin nilé I haven't a thing at home.
39. § fin mT niqénﬁ Give me a match.

LO. md wo bata nileé Don't put on your shoes in the house,

B. Free conversation. Use the following suggestions as begin-

nings for conversations in Yoruba.

1. A meets his friend B. They exchange greetings, and B
asks where A 1s going. (Repeat this situation for various

times of day.)

2. A asks B where he went the day before and what he did
there.

3. A and B meet and greet one another. B invites A to come

and visit him.

L. A comes to visit B.

UNIT 31

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'My friend, I'd like you to know me.'

A
érétmi mo fé x‘s mé @ré mi mo fe ki o mé My friend, I'd like
wa Wae. you to know us.
B
dun sweet, glad
Tni'mI yo dan Inu m1 yio dun pupé. I1'd be very glad.
pupd
20k
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A
iyéwa wife
iyéwgtmi ni yI Iyawo m1 ni yi, This 18 my wife.
6rﬁk§ name
6rﬁk§'ré nI meri Oruko re ni Mera, Her name 1s Mary.
iy§n that
i@ﬁ niysn Tom ni1 yen. That 1s Tom. [one of
their children]
omg child
§dﬁn year
efa 6
amg §dﬁn méfﬁ nI Qmo odun mefa ni. He's 6.
jeéni niyén J&n1 m1 yen, That 1s Jane.
érin i
on3 qdﬁn merin nT Ome odun merin ni. She 1s k.
B NOTES

l. Absence of an extra vowel mora between.ié and gi.
In the sentencet
md fé ki & mé W8, 'T want that you know us!
notice that there 1is no extra mora added to the vowel of fe.
2, Final tone of a noun expression as subject of a Eif clause.
In this same construction, note the tones of a noun subject:

181355 1018 washed clothes'

=O e
et

S
]
fé ki

o)

§1§ f§§§ 'we want Qla to wash clothes!?

ORN
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UNIT 31 YORUBA

In a gi clause, the final pitch of a noun subject expression
1s not required to be high or rising, at least for some speakers.
In terms of our symbols, the juncture | does not occur in these
sentences. For other speakers, including the person whose voice
1s heard in the tape recording for this Unit, the juncture does
occur here. (cf. Exercise 2, Column 3)

3. Elision of nI with a following noun.
In the sentences
tom niy&n '"That 1s Tom. !

the word nI 'is!' has been elided with the first syllable of the
word izgg.'that.' The tone that remains after the elision 1s that
of the first syllable of the demonstrative (1.e. low tone). This
tone 1s then replaced by falling tone after a high or rising tone.
In both these ways, nI behaves tonally just as verbs do.

But i1n the sentence.
Grﬁkq'ré nI meri ther name 1s Mary!'
notice that the last tone of the noun expression used as subject

1s not high or rising. In this respect, ni does not behave like

the verbs.

C. Exercises.

1. gé_plus gé: subject pronouns. (1-2)

The wants you to bring his brown shoes!

.~ ":—"“v‘——’
1wQ o fe k*5 mu bata“re plipa wa

L ) & 8 rP_ 0 X N S L .
eyIn o fe k'? mu bata™re pipa wa

L AR A Y S SN S ,’
emI o fe ki il mu bata“re plipd wa
L A R S S S e 4
awg o fe ka mu bata“re plpd wa

s e P 0 X NN L.
olin o fe ko mu bata“re plUpad wa

. [P AR S 4 AR ST O g ¢
ann o fe k1 won mu bata¥re ptpa wa

206

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



BASIC COURSE

UNIT 31

I 4
e plus kit conversion cf sentences.

'Ayo washed clothes!

gyolrsgs
&7 Imid Wa T8
gyqinara
ayolnayu

gyolpe nilé

'we want Ayé to wash
clothes'!

o fop o M

oy

Verb (with 1) vs. non-verb (without

gladugbd

Ade 1s my child!

L3
-

m

- ' d
om ade

1
H

n

=01

-
.

kan'm dé

o)

ni

©,
[}

§b
—_ s s .l
ggbq‘ml nI &de
ALV OAY L L
aburo*mI nI ade

— P A e o ?
aladﬁgbo mI nI &de

e ]
=]
M, 01
H
~D s
|
Hi
oy
Q,
Ds

|
]
jo N
D

b

- »

kan™r

-0t

n

®»

!

o

—"\ﬂ
ggbere ni
[} [}
\vh"\__l
aburo re ni ade

—_— PV L I ¢
gladugbo“re ni ade
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H
=D
-
’_l
)
o

Fﬁ
®
oy
)_l
1
o

H
(D

W
’—l
|
o

1)

Hy
D
=
Hy
foq
9

Hy
=
3
H
Oy
Cs]
Qe =0¢ Qe ~0O¢ «Oe¢

T

=0l
=01

3
1

LY

.
mu wara

nara
- rd
na ju

v » a
pe nile

(1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

"'my child knew Ade'!

- _\ - - - 'l
omG ‘mIlmg &de

- LY - LY - - - r
qbakan‘mllmq &de

&N — - - rd
§gbe ‘mIimd &de

NSV OAS e
aburo ‘milm§ ade

—— PV AN Ly L L. ?
glaqugbo ‘milmg &de

- s Y = =
m3~re Imd &de

_-— % e Y e ma?
gbakdn rqlmq gde

A P MY o . ®
ggbe relms dde

. v A LY - rd
aburo'rqlmq gde

v ~ he - -
gladugbd~relmd ade
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YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE

.’ r - - F LY
saamu qkunrln naa

dar

’ t

latt
- P - (N ¥ A
Inu*mIldun pupo

» ) . v
lati mo yin

- P A
amquka

4 » P A rd

- -,

ara qurlka ni wa

rd
pg
ki... to
pédé
s°6” pe dle k' to
pédé
f 1 r o\

UNIT 32

'Sam 18 two years old now.'!

A

Samu, okunrin s,

0 a1 QmQ odun me ji
bayi,

Inu m1 dun pupQ
lata mé yin.

A

»
Ara Am@rlka nil wa.

B

Sam the[blg]man.
become, be
thus

He 18 two years old
now.

to

I'm glad to know
you (pl.).

Americea

We are Americans.

stay, be late
before

return

Se ¢ o pe die ki to Wi1ll you stay for
7 919 § J

pada®

A

A se qdun dlq.

208

some time before
you returnt

We shall stay for
some years.,
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 32

B. NOTES

1., Puture tense with é.

The dialogues of Units 31 and 32 have contained instances of

a future tenses

Tnt *mI ylé dun 'my heart will be glad!

§é 3 S pé dfé 'w1ll you stay for some [timel?
§é §f pé d{é (with assimilation)

§:§' pe die (with elision)

In the uncontracted form of this future tense, for all persons
and numbers, we find the vowel é. As 1llustrated ain the second
example, this 1s subject to assimilation and elision with preceding
vowels. In this respect, 1t 1s like the é which 1s found in the
negative of the simple tense (Unit 22, Notes 1-l).

The subject pronouns used with the future are also identical
with those used for the negative simple in first and second per-

sons, and in third person plural. They ares

singular plural
1 n a
2 o] €
1

3 # wan

The 3 sg. form, which 1s used with or without a noun subject,
1s zé, spelled yio. The future forms of a low verb are thus pro-

nounceds
singular plural

- ? -~ ~? A PR & ~ ~ =t A
1 1 o sumr “n*sun g o sun g° sun

-t ~ - P P _f ~
2 0° sun € o sun €' sun

' d r'd ~
3 yo sun won o sun
209
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2. Tonal alternation of high and mid verbs in the é— future,

Notice the tones of the verb stems 1n these sentences?

s'¢ pg 'w1ll you delay: (pe 'to delay!')
Y N Y ’a
a°se Qdun die twe wi1ll spend (!'do') some years

l (§§ 'to do, make!')

In this future tense, high and mid verbs undergo a tonal alterna-
tions high verbs have rising tone, and mid verbs have second
tone., This 1s reminiscent of the tones of verbs after the nega-
tive imperative marker gé ~méj (Unit 15, Note 3). Forms with é:
are used optionally by some speakers in place of é. The tones of
high and mid verbs, however, are exactly what we would expect then
to be after such a form. For this reason, we may assume for the
future marker basic form *éi:) even 1n dialects in which éj 18
never actually pronounced. The parentheses mean that the extra

mora 18 always elided in those dialects.

3. Elision of nI with a following noun.

Notice the tones of the noun subjects in these sentencess

Int ‘mi yé dun 'my heart will be glad!
élé y5 w8, '0la will come'
ébT yé pa wé 'we will be hungry!

Before this future tense,the final tone of a noun subject
expression does not have to be high or rising. In terms of our
notation, the juncture | does not occur with the o- future tense,

C. Exercises.

1. Assimilated vs. unassimilated forms of the future.
(1-2, 2-3, 3-2)

L. - ® v A v ' 2 Y - v A v P
lWQ O 0 rir 030 ni ?san O ry 030 1qsan
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L - - ? v A v [ - v A v v
eyin € 0 ri 03j0 ni osan € ri1 ojo 1qsan
L. - v A v 3 - v A v L
eml I o ri 0jo ni gsan n* ri ojo 1qsan
-— - v A v L - v A v » v

awa & o ri 030 n1 gsan &' ri ojo lqsan
LI - ? v A [ - VA ,r v
awon WOn O rli 0jo nl osan Wwon* ri 0)J0 lqsan
L &b v A v £ NV &P v AV v
oun yO ri 0JO ni osan yO ri oJo 1qsan

2. Simple tense vs. future tense. (1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

'T arrived at the river! 1T111 arrive at the river!

. - ? P A - v 2
emT m3 de sodo fio de sodd
L [ Y S Y
1W3 5 de s04do 5% de s0dd
. A 2 Y PN
otin 0 de sodo yo de sodo
[ - o P _A -t v 2 A
aws & de sodo 8° de sodo
L - P P A P S N G N
eyin & de sodo €° de sodo
[ » [ S PN - v P _ A
awon won de sodo won o de sodo

3. Simple tense vs. future tense.

'T threw away the 'T will throw the leaves
leaves! away'

- - o= ? A -t it 2 A
ewe mO déwe nu o dewe nu
LY R S - X v N
epa mo depa nu no depa mu
| S R . T Y iy A o NN
iresi mo darq31 mi fio darési nu
L - S v P A -’ A v 2 A
ororo mG dororo nu fio dororo nu
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UNIT 33
i, VNegative simple vs. affirmative future.
(1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)
'T didn't go yesterday! 'T'11 go on Friday!'
emT i ko 13 lana id 14 1030 &t1
awg & k6 13 land g% 16 1636 eta
awdn won ko 13 lans wdn ¢ 14 1036 éti
ofin ko 15 land y16 18 1930 éti
UNIT 33
A, BASIC DIALOGUE: 'My name 1s '

durogéyé lérﬁk§:mi

L VI
abiku
_'_\vl_
orukq abiku nI
.S v
obi

b

v =De

g

L S S Sy v
awdn obi ‘mIlbemi
r'd
ki

v

- ’ ’
i ma ku mno

18ImI

A

Durojaiye ni oruko

mi.,

L Y
Mo fq sQ 1tum9
orukq mi,

Orukq abiku ni,

LY LY
Aqu obi mi bq mi

ki nmo ku mo.

212

My name 18 Durojaiye.

say
meaning

I'd like to tell [youl
the meaning of my
name .

one who 1s born
and dies

It 18 an abiku name.
parents
to beg
to die

My parents begged me
not to die again.

rest
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 32

-

B
wa ‘k1 wa légétsimi Wa kiwa 1QJQ 1simi. Come visat us on
Sunday.
A
L I 4
m-a wa M& wa. I wall come.
€ gé o E se o. Thank you.
B. NOTES
1. Ei...;é... Tbefore!'.
Unit 32 contains the sentences
Y RV P o P e N
gse § o pg dig ki & to pada 'will you stay [for]

some [time] before

you returnt

The combination of gi-subJect-gé—verb 18 commonly translated
with English t!'before.'!

2. One of the uses of lati.

The sentence:  Inu‘mIldun 'my heart is glad!

1s a very useful one 1in many social situations. It may be followed

by 1841 plus a verb or verb phrase which expresses the reason for

the gladnesss Tnt ‘mIldin 1ati mé yin 'IT'm glad to know you'

Some other verb phrases which are commonly used here ares

Y TR sy e s

Inu‘mIldun lati ri~yin 1I'm glad to see you!

Ini‘mrldin 1ati wa 1la*rin“yin 'I'm glad to be among you'
213
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UNIT 33 YORUBA

3. The future with a-.

.
.

4 I'd
The sentence m'a wa

'T will come'!

coentains an example of a future tense which 1s slightly different

in 1ts meaning/use from the future which we have met in Unaits 31-

32. The marker of this tense 1s é, for which reason

we shall refer

to 1t as the a-future, i1n contrast to the o-future. The other

forms of this future tense will not be introduced cr practiced at

this point, however,

Ce Exercises.

» Clauses

me

with ki.

(1-2, 2-3)

to give them money!

n

, - s 0
fun won lowo

, 2,

— ’ —
n wa* ki won

BB B B

Bt

SN v oAl MV -
sqtumq'rq fun won
SIse fun won

¢ v & s _
ma binu si won

® A v
ma na won

’ v
ma pe

'they begged us to tell them
meaning!

1. Clauses in simple tense vs
'T gave them money! 'they begged
4 I — s ’ A v @
fun mS fun won lowo won be mi pe
4 - P 4 A v
wa md wa' ki won won bq mi pe
- _\v,\v\v - d ~ v @
sQ mo sqtumq re fun won won bq ml pe
-’ N PN 4 - , ~ v »
sise mS sise fun won won be m1 pe
L I N T . ’ A v @
binu A ko binu si won won be mi pe
Y I S ’ A v P
na i ko ra won won be mi pe
rd N . » A v 0
pe n ko pe won be m1i pe
’ 1
2 Affirmative clauses with lati.
'we told them 1ts meaning'!
1ts
— _'VA'\V — rd ~
sG & sotumpTre fun won won be
, - - , 0 L4 A
fun & fun wdn lowo won be
’ Y & S , ~
wa a wa' ki wQn won bq
, - e - 4 ~
e a sise fun won won be

=)

S
1

Exercise 1.)
21l

T
(The sentences in Column 3 of this exercise

'| A’v ~ LY
lat1 sgtumg‘rq

rd N » - F 4 14
laty fun won lowo

sy el r
lati wa k1 won

r'd ] - rd » -
lata sIse fun won

are virtually inter-
changeable with the corresponding sentences from Column 3 of
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 34

3. Future vs. ki... té...

'T will call him!

1T will finish my work before I call him!

- I . , [
no parIse 'mI ki fi to pe°
P S | P 4 - 4 rd .2
a'pariIse~wd ka to pe-

S S DTSR SO ’ 8
won O parise won k1 won to pe*

. Simple tense vs. ki... to...

Jé-tn
Id

- v FIRN
mo kow§ naa

Y 4 v N
won kowe naa

A, BASIC DIALOGUES

- '{ - rx _s
ms fq lq kKinswé1

. v - LY L Y
sugbon 11 0 mona

'T spoke to him before I came'!
— - , , o , ,
mé sd fun'tql% ki fi t0 wa
» 4 , 2
ki won to wa
rd 7 rd - —
ki won to j&-Utn

,

— ’ ~ - ’ — g
mS so fun® tele ki fi to j&-Un

- - -7 - » A ’ - Vi » v PN
mo s fun tql@ ki fi to kowe naa

’, - rd - ’ -~ ’ » » » v VKN
won SQ fun t§1§ ki won to kowe naa

UNIT 34

'T want to go to Kingsway.'!

A

Mo fe lo kinswe, I want to go to Kings-

way.

But I don't know the
WaYe

Sugbon ng o mo ona.

day

After all this time?
[ 'Since these days?t)

Lati o0jo yi®

215
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UNIT 3k YORUBA

A
4
Jjade go out
A kit Jédé Ng kI jade. I don't usually go out.
Jéwé pleasel
Jﬁwé point out,
describe,
explain
J@Wé Jﬁwé'ré fin mI Jowo juwe re¢ fun  Please describe 1t for
Jﬁwééné ml. e
B.  NOTES

l. DNegatives with k1 *

A new negative form appears i1n the sentences

A ki Jédé 'T don't usually go out!

This form has a habitual meaning, and 1s used as the negative
counterpart of the é tense (Unit 16, Note 1) and of another tense

which we have not yet encountered. The forms of this tense are:

singular plural
- (3 ’ - (4 ’
1 A ki wa a ki°® wa
— s, , - ., 4
2 5 ki* wa & ki wa
L 4 rd — . rd
3 k1* wa won ki~ wa

It 18 this form of the verb §§ which appears 1n the negative coun-
terpart of nI (Unit 25, Note 2).

2. The verb-noun combination Jﬁw".

.

In the sentence S Jﬁwé’rq 'he described 1t!

the form ]ﬁwé 1s partly like a verb, in that 1t 18 preceded by a

216
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‘BASIC COURSE UNIT 3}

subject pronoun.

followed by the possessive pronouns.

It 1s also partly like a noun, in that 1t may be

It 1s thus comparable to

pelt (Unmat 21, Note 3).

Ce Exercises.

l.

jade

=
o]

pet
-O

-2
Hl

=2

-Ds -Q1

—-n
o]
lon

QRN

- »

P N N [ U Y . SR I OO SRV I
(Ileé™re, Jkunrin nea, Jko'rg, Slukg'rg, &labasis

Negative habitual forms (1-2, 1-3, 1-2-sugbdn-3)

a. 'I don't go out! (tbut') 'I went out yesterday!'
- N2 [ LY Y S B V)

fi k1° jadé rara (sugbgn) mS jade lana

- L NP v o, - aaq M v v

n ki quq rara mo quq lana

I N . < [ , 2 - -’ ’ s IR
nn ka* sIse nibl rara md sise nibi lana
- NP e w . I v v
7 ki s6 bqq rara md s& bqq lana

b. 'he doesn't go out! ('but!) 'he went out yesterday!

\r L | v ’, 'd L | v
ki* jade rara o jade lana
LI 4

-—- N r» — N v v
kit quq rara quq lana

Os

LI I 4 ,_ 2 , 2 [ ’r 0 LR
ki~ sIse nibil rarsa o sise nibl lana
LN S v o, L PN v v
ki sé b@@ rara o g5 bqq lana

I d
The verb-noun juvé.

'describe the way! 'T can't describe 1t!

L — . . - A Y . I d g \
Juwé ona i ko le juwé~re

L

EIOXN

élédﬁgba:r§)

., .
ki forms vs. ko forms

17 don't put milk in 'T didn't put milk in

coffee! coffee!
R K P T v L. P P T T " 4
i ki* fI wara s1i kqfl n ko fI wara si kqfl
_\)___ —_ e Y e e
n ki° jéran n ko jéran

217
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UNIT 35

YORUBA

— — L 4 —_ - - LY
mu 1 ki1°® mlimi 1 ko
’ — (34 ’ X 8 - [}
fun n ki1 fun wara 1 ko
- - -~ — _Qv — LY
. s® i k1° s3 ydruba g ki
1

LY — . — —_ - —
ta N ki- t& erén q ki
— — . o - - N v - LY
lq a ki 19 Tle “we & ki
- - e - - - - .
pa n ki- lq péja g ka
. s - , - - .
w§ A ki* w§ dgbada a ki

UNIT 35

BASIC DIALOGUE:

A.

- - N

WO WO Oko

1 LI T

. @ LYNEVERRY 2 T T V3
WEKO lati opopo 1koyi

U 2 4

lori

_—n?

gfara

- rd rd , - rd rd
koja lori &fara”
rd Id A
kirika
V' d l'd
bqs1

’ LR V) L4

’ '_l A LY
bosi opopo edwoodu

A Y v %4 . ’ - LN
ya s1 08l ni moloni

L4

v A
bq rina

LI Y .

N A
marina 19 taara

-QJ

'Get a bus along Ikoyi Road.'

Wo oko lati opopo

Tkoya.

Koja lori afara

Kirika.

Bo 81 0popo Edward.

Ya s1 081 ni

Molonzi.

Bq 81 Marina.

To Marina

218

enter a conveyance

Get a cab/bus from
Ikoyi Road.

over
bridge

Cross (Greek Bridge.

enter
Enter Edward Street.

Turn left on Moloney.

Enter Marina Street.
follow

directly, along,
all the way

Follow Marina
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 35

t1t1 until
t1ty 5° £l ae 5p5p5 titi o fa de opopo until you reach Sita
'gfté Sita. Street.
t1t] street
kan reach, arrive at

. r_n -
t1t1 to~*kan ni

Titr t1 o kan n1

The street which you

bélégﬁn Balogun, w1ll arrive at 1s
Balogun.
Iwégﬁ front part

, ~ A\ d rd 4 r .
0 wa niwaju T“kinswéi O wa niwaju Kinswe. It 1s in front of

Kingsway.

B. NOTES

1. titi... £I... 'until',

The sentences

t1t1 until

t3 marind titi 6° ri 4aé 'follow Marina until you

v 2 _ ?

Spopo-§1t§ reach Sita Street’

Clauses that follow thais
Another

contains the useful word titi 'untilt.
word usually contain the verb fI plus some other verb.

example of fI 1s found in Unit 22,

2e Eé in relative constructionse.
The phrase?

t1t1 t1 5° kAn... !'the street which you will arrive ates.

contains the very important element Eé. This particle 1s used in
constructions which correspond more or less to the relative clauses
of English and other Indo-European languages. It 1s commonly sub-
ject to elision with a following vowel, and in this respect 1t

follows the same rules as high verbs.

219
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UNIT 35 YORUBA

C. Exercises:

1. Ei plus clause. (1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

'which city are you "the city that I'm going
going [tole: [to] 1s Lagos'
. S vy & 0 SV P Ll o e MLV
1wW3 1lu wo nI yio n 18 1lu t1 mS n 13 ni eko
. L L, S 2 P Ll . M
oun 1lu wo nI yio 10 1lu t1i yi1o 19 nI eko
LI L T N L Y U S V)
eyIn 1lu wo nI & n 18 1lu t1 m& n 18 nT eko
S v L N
1lu t1 & n 18 nI eko
LI LI S T S, L G S V]
awdn 1lu wo nI won n 13 1lu t1 wén n 18 nI eko
’ »
2. ti-clausey tan (cooked foods).
'the food we ate 1s amala! 'we ate the amala all up!
& 8NN _’_'__-\\\ __\\\'
amala onjé ti & )& nI amala & J]€ amala tan
- ? P S LSRN LS Y
;—-“—* (Iyan, Ist, 1rési, g¢wa, eba 1cooked cassava',
I B 4 L V]
tuwo, efo 'green vegetables!')
[ . |
I d 4
3. bi-clausej tan (uncooked foods).
'the food they cooked 'they finished cooking
18 amala' the amala!
L S Y Y -l - P @ A e NN 4 R N T 4
amala 6njé ti won se nI amala won sé amala tan
(__\__\ L N LR NE S ¥ \v)
L————+ Ist, 1rési, ewa, gbaguda, Qka, efo
LA 4
i« titi plus dI (casual and deliberate).
'he read until dark!
— & A v L & AN v L R )
dle o kawe titi dale o ka 1we titi dI &le
. v b AWV » P AV & A N v il_\v
osan o kawe titi dosan o ka 1we titi dI gsan
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 36

&2 A & AN LN 4 AP A ¢ _ A N v L S N 4
aaro o kawe tTita daarq 0o ka 1we titi dI aa?§

—_—— - s AV L A | s A NV LT S |
58g0 kan o0 kawe titi d&8gd kan o k& 1we titi 4T F&g0 kan

5. titl plus clause with fI plus verb.

1T read until he arrived! 'T read until he called me!
kawe mS kaws titi t6 £T dé md kaws titl t6 £I pe mY
t————+ (sun, §I§é, £3s3, 36, bind, wé, kéwé)
UNIT 36

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'I saw the things you bought.'

A
Shiin thing
mé ri Shin t°G ra Mo r1 ohun t1 o ra. I saw the things you
bought.
B
36 won dard Se nwon dara? Are they any good?
] ] 1 1
A
ms 1o pé wén dara Mo ro pe nwon dara I think they're very
pﬁp§ pupQ. good.
B
136 & mQ Njg o mo% Do you know [whatl?
A
md kinT Mé kinig (Know) what?
221
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B
gbégbé forget
pé mo gbégbé latt Pe mo gbagbe lata That I forgot to buy
résu ra isu. yam.
A
isIsin now
k115° Jé nisisiyz Kini o je nisisiyi, Now what will you eat?
B
finkankan (neg.) anything
fi k6 nl nkankdn nilé Ng ko ni nkankan ni I don't have anything
1le, at home.,
B. NOTES

1. 1lati after gbaghbs.
Another use of léti 1s found 1in this sentence:
mo gbégbé lati ra Ist 'T forgot to buy yam!'

The verb gbégbé 'to forget! 1s commonly followed by 1at1 plus
the simple form of some other verb,

2. An unusual parallel with English.

In the sequence of sentencess

O m

e ¥l

n}

ORY

'do you know?!
mo kinT 'know what?'!

notice that the verb of the second sentence, though not imperative,
has no subject pronoun when 1t 1s repeated from the first sentence
in a question of this kind. This point 1s worth noting even though

1t happens to have a close parallel in English.

222
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 36

C. Exercises.

1. 'I think...'; pairs of qualitative verbs.
(1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

'are his shoes small®! 'I think they are large'
o - P X N N, r s T SV o
kere se bataTre [kere mé ro pe won tobl
tsmall'!
—_ ) e P X, N Ny e - N e L4
tintin se bata'rqltuntun md ro pe won gbo
’ roX N Ay 2 P I VI
won ge bata rglqu moé ro pe won dinwo
L S X S Ny P2 - NV A v
darg se bata’rqldara mé ro pe wén ko dard

2 gé plus 2 sg. vs. negative imperativey gbégbé plus 14t1.
(1-2, 1-3, 1-2-3)

1T want you to buy fish' 'don't forget to buy fish!

H
-~y
[

1

- r'd Lo - - , ~ v & - -
mS fe k°0 re&ja ma gbagbe lati ré&ja
’ -

R - - s A Y X
(k1 obi‘r&, £0sd naa, 1§ soja, s& bee)
i? 110 ’ 1 1 L it

3. Interrogatives and verb forms used with n{sisiyi.

'where 1s he now?'! 'where are you now?'!

8 [ Y N S . 4 [ S N T A B SV

wa nibd lc wa nisisiyl nibé 1¥6 wa nisisiyl
' d F Y Y Y T . S V] [ A Y S B S V4
feg kilo fe nisisiyl k11¥6 fe nisisiyl
- I R S R [P S I B V)
gé k1lc ns€ nisisiyl k110 nsé nisisiyi
' d Y S B S & 1N v b P r 2 T NV
ko kilo nt.o nisisiyl k110 nko nisisiyil

— O A I . [ SN S T V]

19 nibd lc¢ nld nisisiyl nibd 15 nld nisisiy:
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UNIT 37

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:

LY LY LY
akara

. LY . . v
rakara pqlu

o
H1

O~
o+

e

3 o
~-Os «Os

] kara

Iru ewl

v

éylkéy{

Be NOTES

UNIT 37

W11l you eat eko?'

A

0 seun 19 bami ra.

. . . LY (V3
Ra akara pqlu.

0 t1 pe tr mo ti je

akara.
A

Iru ewo%
B

Eyikeyi.

1. Eé plus object plus verb.

Compare the sentencess

L4

’
ra‘* fun mi

rd - . 7/
ba ml ra*

'buy 1t for

W1ll you eat eko?

to join a person
1in doing some-
thing

Thank you, go and buy

it for me.
cake
Buy cake also.
(tense morpheme)
be late

It'!'s been a long time
since I!'ve eaten

What kindg

Any kind. ('whichever!')

me (using your money)'

'buy 1t for me' (join me buy 1t

(source of money unspecified)

22l
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 37

In translating the verb Qé, a good first approximation in
English 1s 'to join someone 1n doing something.'!

2+ %I as an indicator of tense/aspect.
In the sentences md tI j& akara 'T have eaten cake!

the particle tI 1s a tense indicator which i1s frequently translated
into English, as 1in this example, with the present perfect tense.

Another example of the use of this element i1s found ins

4

S tT pé t1i... "1t has been delayed that...'

Some time expressions that are commonly used with this tense aret

4 ~ A Y

nigba naa 'lat that time!
4 P N

1030 naa

& v
lana

LI ) —— .
ki Oto 1387 we 'before he went to swim!

Inspection of these time expressions indicates that the correspond-
ence between Yoruba tI plus verb and English present perfect tense
1s by no means complete. It 1s best to think of £I as adding to

the verb the meaning of completed action. In fact, verbs that are
preceded by tI are often followed by a second verb Eég 'to come to

completion, !

The element tI 'completed action' 1s of course unrelated to
Eé (Unit 35, Note 2).

3. Tone change on the last syllable of a clause used as the

subject of a verb.
In the sentence:

- . LIS - »
md tT jakaraltT pe 'i1t'!'s been a long time since
I've eaten cake!

the word which in 1ts basic form 1is Qékéré appears with the tones

[N N v - - . [N [N
jakara. Here, the entire clause mo tI jakara 'I have eaten cake!
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UNIT 37 YORUBA

1s serving as the subject of the verb phrase EE_Bé‘ Like a noun
or noun phrase (see Notes, Unit 20), 1ts final tone in this posi-
tion must be high or rising. That i1s to say, the juncture which
we have symbolized by | occurs also between a clause and the verb
of which 1t functions as the subject.

Y
L. naa as a translation of 'also!

In the sentences?

P U W T 5 )

r& akara naa 'buy cake also!
LN SR Y VIR Y S o )

popo ojo atl emI naa 'Popo, 0jo and I!

the eiement néé, which has usually been translated as 'the,!

corresponds to 'also! in the English equivalents of these phrases.

C. Exercises.

1. Examples of the use of Eé with other verbs.

rd A Vx4 V4 - — , PN

S0 Ja wa" ba mI 10 sQja 'come to the market with me!
Id o’ _» - - ’

k1 war ba mI 10° ki Tcome with me to greet him!
- pr_» - R

sIse wa' ba miI sIse 'come help me!
- — L - -

g6 15 ba mI sé&° 'go do 1t for me!

— - ' — -

bomI ba mI bdmI fun”™ 'dip him some water for me!'

(1.e. on my behalf)

, st » - ,
Jjo wa‘® ba wd& jJo 'come dance with us!
&po ba ™ k6 gpo yi 'help him collect these
sacks!
2. Clauses with tI vs. clauses without tI.
a. Thas he arrived?' 'what time did he arrive?!
de 56 tT de 18585 meld 18 aé
15 $6 I 13 1685 meld 16 13
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 38

I d v
kqwe 8
nars S

IR S I SRV [N SR VI S GO I S )
0 kqwe'rq tan lagdgd melo 1o kowe re tan

r — [ Y Y T
o tI nidrd tan lafdgd melo lo ni&rd tan

b. ‘'have you sent [word] to himg' twho sent [word]l to hime:
’ 4 ’ — 4 ’» , - ’ S ,
ranse $°0 tI range si7 tgdlo ransge siv
—_ - o — - o Y — L - L4 - oV -
£580 g6 tT f0sd°mI tan t&lo £8s@ 'mT
- s _» . — , - e, » v ld —_ ’, - o _» v
ggbada §°G tI ran agbada y1 tan t&lo ran &gbada yi
, — ’, 4
3. o tI pe Tleees

1t has been long since 'when did you eat 1t%!

I ate cake'!

ld 4 &
1€ o tI pe t1
td rd ’ 4
ri o0 tI pe t1
15 S T pé ti
£0 tT ps t1

A, BASIC DIALOGUE:

. v —-— — — ' -
nje 6 mé Ile“wd
— L]
mo mq‘
- L)
1bq
L -
qla

' d I d ~ ~ i
wa 31b§ lqla

— . LY . ” ~ — - -t
md tI jakara nigba wd 176 3&°
- I SN , - - ?
mSé t1 ri &yo nigba wd 1¥6 ri
— —_ Vd & X o » - -= — r'd A
md tI lq S1 8Q0s1 nigba wé 10 lq 31bq
- - I S, ’, — 1 e
mo tI f9§q'm1 nigba wé 1756 fq‘
UNIT 38

'Do you know our house?'!

A
Nje o mo 1le wag Do you know our house?
B
Mo mé 0. Yes, I do.
A
there
tomorrow
Wa s1 1bq ni éla. Come there tomorrow.
227
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UNIT 38

YORUBA

N1 &go melo®

hour, clock

At what time?

A
aabo half
8525 kan éébé/lé§g5 Kgo kan/N1 &go kan At 1:30.
kan éébé dbo.
B
rSt1 to expect
& mag r&5t1 mT E ma reti m. Expect me.
or: érétfzmi
B. NOTES

l. The particle mé’(mé‘.

Compare the sentences:

- P S AP A

€ mad réti mI 1aarq texpect me [sometime] in the
morning'’

- e, N o AP A

e réti mI laaro

lexpect me 1n the morning [not

in the afternoon]’

The particle mag (or m&&) 1s used to indicate that an action
The above examples provide a contrast between
Other

1s diffuse in time.
a sentence with this particle and a sentence waithout it.

uses of this particle will be 1llustrated in later units.

2. Hours and half-hours,

- e 1
Compare the expressionsst 88g0 kan

228
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 38

Hours and half hours are expressed according to the formula:

- - | LYY .
88g0 + kan aabq +
L N
me J1
L4 1
mqta

etc.

The word Osan by 1tself means either
B —

The words for

3.

Times of day.

Compare the expressions?

& X LNEN
me J1

O1

léég
o - * X
ladgld mejl1

Pl o L4
ladgs mewa

He «0O»r QO
15BN
-
= ~O»>
~D<¢

]
=
Dy ~Oe

'noon' or 'afternoon.'!

leleven'! and 'twelve' are given in the exercises.

at 2 a.m.
at 2 p.m.

at 10 a.m.

LY 4 L S V3 LSRN —
The words aard, osan, oord etc, follow the numeral, and are

4 »
without ni or i1ts variant form 1 .

Ce Exercises.

1. Hours of

1
2 a.m.

w
®
L]
=

O @ ~N o\l
w
L}
3
[ ]

229
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UNIT 38 YORUBA

10 a.m. méwé
11 a.m, mékénlg
Noon méJilﬁ 5
1 pem. kan
2 pem. mé 33 > osdn
3 pem. mété
i peme. mérin
5 pem. marun )
6 pem. méfﬁ , irélé
T Pema mégé
8 pem. méJé f §lé
2. metd § r&ti'rs 1a&gd metd 5d¢ 1a8g5 meta aabo

1 'we expected you at 3300!' ‘'you arrived at 3:30!
(8:00, 9300, 10300, 11:00, noon, 1300, 2300, etc,)

3. mad vs. ma (negative particle).

'come oni'! tdon't come!

s - Pn N - v
bo e maa bo 'come onli'! € ma wa

- - e = e - * Ve
jéeun ¢ maa je-un 'go on eating! é ma je-un

-7 - e . * - [
sise € maa sise 'go on working' € ma sise

—_ - - - - - P A IS S D PN
muml € mad maml pupQ 'drink lots of ¢ ma mumi pupo

water!

LS - . N v v N ) v v

sun € ma& sun lqsan 'take a nap 1in € ma sun losan

the afternoon!

230
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 39

A BASIC DIALOGUE

I b AY v m? -
won feréls& onjé&

r'd
tan

- . L v » v
won ko mo pe yio peg

Ju

A A ) v ~
ko ti‘pe ju

UNIT 39

1Sit down. We'!ll be right back,!

A

LY
E ku asan o.

B
Oo.

Joko, a mbé.

Nwon fe se onje

tan.

Nwon ko mé pe yio

Pg.

Kot? pe Ju.

231

Good afternoon.

(Reply.)

sit down
come back
Si1t down, we!ll be
right back.,
almost
cook
food

to be completed,
finished

The food 1s about readye.
('They are almost
finished cooking
food!)

They didn't know that
the food would be
late,

too, excessively

It 18 not too late,
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UNIT 39 YORUBA

A

L ' ~
quq m Fg owo nu, Wash your hands.

B. NOTES
l. The particle Jﬁ.

Compare these sentences:

o tI pé Ja 'it!s too late!
S gﬁn Jﬁ "1t 18 too long!
mS sun Jﬁ 'I overslept'

The dependent verb jﬁ corresponds roughly to English 'too!
1n the sense of 'too much'! or 'too many.' It follows some other
verb or verb phrase.

2. Negative counterparts of affirmative verbs with tI.

In the sentencess:

Ko tItpé 70 1t 1s not too late!

LY

ko tI:dé The hasn't arrived!

we find the element Eii, which stands between the negative parti-
cle Eé and the stem of the verb. If we like, we may say that the
tense particle with which we are dealing has two forms, Eii (used
after ko) and tI (used in other positions).

I N L)

3. The word fere =~ fee.
—_—— )

rd

f I ae the 1s about to arrive!

Ow

»

1 kéwe'ré tan the has almost finished

his wraiting!

f

O»
-Des ~Dos

’

e
1
’

€
1

232
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 39

The word féré, which usually occurs in the contracted form
——
féé, seems always 1n sentences to be followed by l. That 1s to
—
say, 1t 1s pronounced ié‘. This 1s one of the few cases 1n which
! occurs elsewhere than between noun subject and verb. When a noun
subject precedes féré, then | occurs both between the subject ex-
—

2 A ’ A
pression and fere, and also between fere and the verb.
—— - g

babs ‘milree I ae 'my father 1s about to arrive!

C. Exercises.

.

lo _J_U-o (1-2, 1-3, 2-3)

'T ate too much! 'T did too!
18 mS j&-n Ju emT n£513§-ﬁn Ju
V4 —_ * A S L Ny 2 A
pe mS pe Ju emI naalpe 3l
mil mS mitl 0 emI naalmiti 30
sun mS sun ju emT naalsin Ju
kaws md kaws ji emT naalkiws ji
2.  tI tenses affirmative vs. negative. (1-2, 1-3, 2-3)
Thas he gone to The hasn't gone'!
Ikoya?!
13 $6 T 13 sikoyi ko tI113
- P i am e LT 2 T,
Jé-tn so tI jé-un ko ti1je-ln
- TR RN S s s
pari go parigeTre ko tiipdari
dé $6 I de ko t1ids
pé §5 tI pé yIn ko tIipé wa
, b L * S wa_ . »
kS ja so tT k&ja ko ti11k¥ja
! 1 ]
233
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UNIT 0 YORUBA
3. ree I.
'he 1s about to go swimming' 'when will he go swimming?'!
15 S fé% I 15~ wé nighdws ni yid léfwé
’ ’ L) ’ ’ A o - , v
de o fee | de nizbawsd ni yio de
nira S féé | nira tan nighdws ni yi16 nard tan
_ . , RS - . A o , 1,
k3 ja o fee | nard kJja nigbaws nI y1o koja
pe S féé I p& omg nigbdwd nI yio pe om3
UNIT 4O
A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Tt 1s pounded yam you prepared.!

A
pounded yam
pound, pierce

Iyén ni e gun. It 1s pounded yam you

prepared.

or

Tabl e ko fe? (Or) don't you like 1t

A
Mo fe. [Yes], I do.
(exclamator
particle
meat
to be abundant
23,
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 4O

Sran yilpé 3ﬁ Eran y1 ma pé Jul This 1s too much meat!
Tla okra
tn to do again
§b§ Tld tun nI Qbé 1la tun n1! There'!s also okra soup!
There!s okra soup agaiin
B
§f§ fé' Se e fe e? Would you like some%
A
ns £~ Mo fe e. I would.
B
6 to be satisfied
with food
)8-Tin v6 daEdas Jeun yo Ad&a&. Eat your fill.
A
g §é pﬁp§ E se pupo. Thank you very much.
Bs NOTES
l. Emphatzic @é.
In the sentence
éran yzlmé pé Jﬁ 'this 1s really too much meat!

('This meat 1indeed abounds too muchl!)

we find the particle mé. The use of this particle will not be
nade a matter of draill in this book, but the student should recog-
nize 1t both for 1ts own sake and to avoid confusion with mé (neg-

ative), mad ~ m3E (habitual) and mo '(not) again'., ma 1s used to

235
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UNIT /0 YORUBA

express strong surprise or emphasisj 1n sentences which contain
A
ma, the tones at the end of the sentence are sometimes modifaied,

apparently for the same purpose. For details, see Abraham, Dic-
tionary of Modern Yoruba, p.l415.

2e zé 'be sated,.!
In the sentences
Jé-tn y5 dagdas tleat your fi1ll'!

md yé daadag 'my appetite 1s satisfied!

we find the verb Ié: which means 'to be or become satisfied or
full with respect to the quantity of food or drink.' Note that
this verb may either be used alone or 1t may follow another verb
(usually 1€ or mﬁ). In normal speech, the future particle which
we have spelled Xié 1s pronounced like this verb stem, spelled.zé.
The difference i1n spelling 1s established i1in standard Yoruba or-
thography, however,

3. tﬁn plus verb.

. . . 'there 1s also okra soup'
Obe Ila tun nI .
i there 1s okra soup again'
- v — rd 1
go tun lq lola 'we wi1ll go again tomorrow!
— ' d L4
mSd tun pe- 'T called him again'

The verb tﬁn, used before another verb, corresponds to English

lagain, !

L. Alternative ways of expressing the negative of repeated

action,.
fi ko tun l§ s£b§
fi ko 15 sfb§ m§ 'T didn't go there again!

£ ko tun 15 s£b§ mé
In negative sentences of repeated action, one may use either
rd
tin before the main verb, or mo after the verb, or both.

236
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BASIC COURSE UNIT U0

1.

3e

Exercises.

tun + verb, future tense.

=/ = =
= Fs =0}

)]

ETOXN

log
SRS

(1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

'T went there yesterday' 'will you go there again

tomorrow? !
L v L . - A v_ol

md 19 s1bq lana gse G° tun 19 31bq lqla

I v [ Y VI ’ P |
mS ri1™ lana se G° tun ra”™ lqla

-’ s v LY IRV - s_ 1
mé sise lana se G° tun sise 1qla

I S - ’r v ¢ 2 v o - o 1
mo ba won sise lana se G° tun ba wdn sIse lqla

tin + verb, past tense. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)

"they danced in the

'they danced again in

afternoon' the evening'
rd V' d e & v I d r & P A v
jo won jo losa won tun jo nirole
— ' P o s v ’ L4 [ 4 2 A_ v
mQ won mQ kqfl lqsan won tun mad kqfl nlrgl?
[N rd A P v I d rd ~ v 2 A_ v
pe won pe wa losan won tun pe wa nirole
- L4 - - P L4 , _ . ? A_ v
nara won nara 1qsan won tun nara n1r91§
LY rd A _ v Vv rd r d A v AWV
we won we lqsan won tun we n1r91§
Alternative negatives of repeated action., (1-2, 1-3,
2-3,3—2)
tdon't go there again!
L N
P
- & v —_ P A ' d 1 P A WV
lq ma tun 1q 81bq ma 1q 31bq mo
- ’r v -, , 1 T I
sé ma btun s& tuwo ma se tuwo mo
. v v A .V L4 A v @
gbagbe ma tun gbagbe ma gbagbe mQ
. » v JEY 2 » 1_» »
WO ma tun wae ma wae mo
A s @ A Y & A v v rd
ya ma tun ya sotun ma ya sotun mo
1) 1 [}

237
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UNIT U1

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:
én{
[}

— - ® 1 I N
mSé réni kan lgja

’ e’
fun kinY

ko £0bT pupd

baws 18 4

LY rd
ra k&n fun mt

UNIT 41

''T bought a mat 1n the market.'!

A

Mo ra eni kan na

0Ja.

Fun kini%

A

Lati ma fa sﬁn.

B

Se o tobi dAdE?
A
Ko tobi PupQ.

B

Bawo n1 o to%

LY
0 to g€se merin.

B

Ra gkan fun mi.

238"

mat

I bought a mat in the

market,

What for?

To sleep on.

Is 1t big enough?

It's not very big.

to amount to

How big 1s 1t%

foot; leg
four

It's four feet [longl.

Buy one for me.,
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 1

A
k6 t& bawd Ki o to bawo? How big should 1t be?
(tthat 1t should be
how big?')
B
tire your
k5 4 tirg naa Ki o to tire nf, The size of yours.,
A
' 4 L4 -
o da O da. O.K.
B
wa gbéf 1§1§ Wa gba a ni ola, Come get 1t tomorrow.
A
§¥ & g&-1in 0 ogeun. All right, thank you.
Be NOTES
1. Questions concerning gquantity.
In the dialogue for this unit, we find the questions
, - ’,
bawo nI o to thow big 1s 1t%.
ki S t3 bawd Thow big should 1t be?!
The dictionary lists 'amount to! as an English equivalent for
Eé. By coincidence, both Yoruba and English use in these questions

of quantity the same interrogative elements (bawog, how?) which

they

.
gumns

use 1n questions of manner (cf. dialogue for Unit 10).

The verb Eé may also be used after some other verb such as

bawo nI 6 gin tJ thow long 1s 1t%!
k1 § giun to bawo thow long should 1t be?%!
239
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uUNIT L1 YORUBA

Answers to these questions may be of the formss

O»s

gin pﬁp§ '1t!'s quite long!

gun die '1t!'s not so long!

Os

2. Independent possessive pronouns.

In addition to the dependent possessives 'mI, 'ré& etc.,
—7 —
Yoruba also has a series of possessives which are separate words,
and which may occur at the beginning of a sentence. These 'inde-

pendent possessives!' are given below, alongside their dependent

counterparts:
‘ - be p— - ——
temI ‘mil tIw& YWa
t\ - : - t‘ ' d - r'd
1ré ré Iyin yin
— . v N —
tqu re tlqu Twon

Notice that the two sets of possessives match perfectly with re-
spect to their tones. The vowel of the first syllable of the in-
dependent form 1s 1 except in the 1 sg. form.

C. Exercises.
1. Questions of quantity. (1-2, 2-3, 1-2-3)
'how much of 1t 1s there?' (11t abounds abundantly!')
P L A 2 AV oA
pQ bawo nI o po to 0 po pupo

t—————) (gun, gbo, won, tobI)

2. Questions of quantity.

'how long 1s the rope?! 1t 1s not so long!

— s s v N v , ¢ A v
Sdkun Skun naalgun to bawo o gun die
— s RS v ’ , ’ , , ,n
3kq 3ko naalwgn to bawo o won die
- I XN , o s ’ , ’
as5 &35 naalgbo to bawo o gbo die

L S L 4 LAY [ . » ® » [ . LA
ghere Fhere naaltobI to bawo o tobI die
- - - - LN - v L) . ~ [N
3yin SyIn naalpo to bawo o po die

2L0
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT U1

Dependent vs. independent possessives. (l-2, 2-1)

'my cloth 1s long! 'mine 1s long!
PO L S LY N
&s5°'mIlgun temIlgun
P T -~ L N
&35 r&lgun tir&lgun
— e N - Y -~
gs0"relgun tIrefgun
---\ - e M
&35~ walgun tTwalgun
____‘_II\ t_'I\
&35 yinlgun Tyinlgun
Zs3™wdnlgun tIwdnfgun

Dependent possessive pronouus as sub)
tone change.

a, 'ours 1s cheap' !'what about yours?'

tTwa | d1nwd tiy{nlﬁké
tIwalgbd

tTwalgun

tIwalpo

b. 'theirs i1s good! 'what about his%!
tiw§nldér§ tirélﬁké
tiqulwén
tTwdn] tobT
tTwonipo

- - ~ v »
tlqulwa nibi

2l1

ects with and without

'ours 1s not cheap!
N
tIwd ko dinwo
- N v
tIwd ko gbo
——\‘
tIwd ko gun

[ .

tIw& ko po

hais 18 not good!

_\\V__
tqu ko darsg

- N N
tlrg kq won

_“V—
tlrg ko tobI

I T S Y
tqu ko po

T Y T VR
tqu ko wa niba
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UNIT L2

YORUBA

A. BASIC DIALOGUE:
\S_ v —""!"
elo 1&s0%yin
s118 marun ni
L

~ v i I I d
sile mqunlnkq

ko gba/rars ko gbi

/rara ko ghba

- L 3 » -
S ta® fun mI
4 L4 4
mowowa
,r A
senji
1t
rxd "~
7gngl
- I d — » ’ e A
e fun mI na sengi

UNIT 42

'How much 18 your clothg!

A

A
Blo ni aso yin?

B

LY
§1le marun nl.

A

$1le merin nkq?

B

Ko gba/Rara ko ghba.

A

E ta fun mi,

B

Mu owo wae.

E fun m1 ni sengi.
] [}

B

Elo nli o nig

L2

How much 1s your cloth?

It 1s five shillings.,

'

How about i shillaings?

Not for that price.

(11t doesn't take!')

Sell 1t to me.

('Bring money')

change

Give me change.

How much do you have?
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BASIC COURSE UNIT |2

A
LY
me 42 ten

§{1€ m%ﬁé nI Sile mewa ni, Ten shillings.
B

§éﬁgf’r§ niyl Seng1 re niyi. [Here] (this) 1s your

change.
B. NOTES

l. The numbers form 11-30.

The numbering system of Yoruba i1s different from that of most

languages, as will be evident from an examination of these formss

§{18 mékénlé 11 s. ('one in addition to 10!)
mé 3314 12
me tA14 13
mérinlé 1l

So far, so good. The focrm lé +3 explained by Abraham as a

shortened form of ;é sws, 'is additional to 10.' Notice however
that the second syllable of each of these forms--the syllable that
stands for 1'1,! 12,1 13,1 or !'j'--has falling tone, regardless

of 1ts tone i1n other numbers., Now for a switchs

(m)é:dagﬁn/mérﬁn dinldgun 15  ('5 less [thanl] 207)
mérin dinldgin 16
métid dinldgin 17
mé 31 dinldgun 18
mékgn dinldgin 19
Sgun 20
243
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UNIT 42 YORUBA

mék%n lélégﬁn 21 ('one in addition to 201)
mé 31 1614gin 22
metd 161logun 23
mérin 1613gun 2l
mé:dégb§n/mérﬁn dinlégb@n 25 (!5 less [than] 30')
mérin dinlégb@n 26
mgtd dinlogbdn 27
mé 31 dinlégb@n 28
mékén dinlégb§n 29
Sgbon 30
mék%n lélégb@n 31

The key to the Yoruba number system as far as we have gone 1s
the fact that the roots for 6 - 9 are not used in numbers over 10,
Instead, the roots for 1-5 are added (lé) or subtracted (Qig) from
Ei followed by the nearest multiple of ten. (The naming of the

multiples of ten will concern us in a later unit.)

C. Exercises.,

1. Which member of each pair of numbers is the largers (2-10)

2 -4 L L - 6 : 6 8§ - 10 : 10
2 -3 :3 7- 8 : 8 10 - 7 : 10
h =3 4 6 - 8 : 8 L - 9 : 9
3 ~-5:5 8- 5: 8 8- 2 : 8
5-2:5 8§~ 61+ 7 10 - 9 : 10
L -5 ¢ 5 8- 3 : 8 5~ 10 : 10
b6 -5 136 8- 9 : 9 10 - 5 : 10
5-3:5 7- 9: 9 6~- 9: 9
6 -2 : 6 9 - 6: 9 8§~ 31 8

2l
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 12

3~-61:6 5= L4 5 b= 712 7

6~ 717 7T - L7 10 = 2 : 10

S~-7:7 9~ 81: 9 7 -6 7

7T - 2 7 9 - 10 : 10 2 -0 L
2. Which member of each pair of numbers i1s the largers?

(11-19)
11 - 12 : 12 1 - 11 14 17 - 13 : 17 17 - 19 : 19
11 - 13 : 1 15 - 16 : 16 16 - 1 : 16 19 - 16 : 19
13 - 12 ¢ 13 1 - 16 ¢ 16 13 - 17 : 17 18 - 17 : 18
13 - 1L : 14 16 - 13 : 16 17 - 18 : 18 16 -~ 15 : 16
11 - 14 ¢ 1k 11 - 15 : 15 16 - 18 : 18 11 - 19 : 19
1L -~ 12 14 1 - 13 : 14 18 - 15 : 18 1 - 16 : 16
1 - 13 : 14 16 - 17 : 17 12 - 18 : 18 19 - 11 : 19
13 - 11 : 13 15 - 17 : 17 1 - 16 1 16 12 - 18 : 18
1 - 15 = 15 17 - 14 : 17 18 - 12 : 18 17 - 13 : 17
13 - 15 : 15 16 - 15 : 16 1 - 15 : 15 15 - 14 s+ 15
15 - 12 : 15 17 - 11 : 17 18 - 19 : 19 18 - 13 : 18
3, Which member of each pair of numbers is the larger?
(15-2l4)
20 - 21 : 21 17 = 23 : 23 22 - 18 : 22
20 - 22 : 22 23 - 17 : 23 21 - 19 : 21
20 - 23 223 16 =24 24 16 - 24 : 24
20 -2 s 2y 24 - 16 : 2L 23 - 17 : 23
22 - 20 : 22 18 - 23 : 23 2l - 16 : 24
2L, - 20 1 2l 21 - 17 + 21 19 - 21 : 21
21 - 19 : 21 15 -2 : 2 18 - 22 - 22
19 - 21 : 21 19 - 23 : 23 15 - 16 : 16
22 - 18 1 22 22 - 15 : 22 17 - 16 : 17
18 = 22 : 22 17 -23 ;23 23 -2 : 24
25
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i« Which member of each pair of numbers is the larger$

(20-30)
20 - 30 : 30 27 = 23 : 27
29 - 30 1 30 26 - 27 27
28 - 30 : 30 26 - 25 : 26
28 - 29 : 29 26 - 2l ¢ 26
22 - 28 : 28 28 - 22 : 28
23 - 27 1+ 27 21 - 29 : 29
26 - 2 & 26 22 - 28 : 28
25 - 26 : 26 2L, - 26 : 26
21 - 29 1 29 23 & 27 : 27
30 - 20 ¢ 30 28 - 23 : 28
2l - 25 : 25

5. Which member of each pair of numbers is the largerst

(1-30)

3 ~13 ¢ 13 29 - 21 : 29 19 - 29 : 29

2 - 22 : 22 29 - 19 : 29 Uy - 17 ¢ 17
26 - L : 26 17 - 27 ¢ 27 8 - 13 : 13
16 = L : 16 17 - 13 : 17 2 - 5: §
16 - 26 : 26 17 - 23 : 23 6~ T : 7
15 - 25 : 25 1 - 2 2L 9 - 1t : 1L
27 - 17 : 27 2, - 26 : 26 27 - 1y : 27
10 - 20 : 20 16 -2 + 2L 26 - 10 : 26
10 - 30 : 30 26 - 16 : 26 15 - 18 : 18
18 - 28 : 28 11 - 29 : 29 11 - 25 : 25
11 - 19 : 19 19 - 11 : 19 30 - 20 : 30

2l6
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BASIC COURSE

UNIT 43

A, BASIC DIALOGUE:

- , 0 ~ -
moé tun fq' ra kan

r'd
s1~™

» 0_._ LY . v
sowo're ko won

. v rd d . v
ko won/rara ko won

[ RPN - L N -
§11e kgn aabg nT

_ A -
n glle kan

3
[VEN
[ 23
o]

34|
()

[OXN

o]

UNIT 43

T want to buy another one.'!

A

Mo tun fq ra kan

31 1.

LY 'd
§e OWo re ko qu?

B

LY 4
Ko won/Rara ko won.
i [}

Sile kan ﬁbé ni.

A

M& san §1le kan.

B

Rara ko gba.

Aje o,

27

I want to buy another
one.
('I again want to buy

one [in reference!
to 12t1)

Is 1t not high?%.
(tIsn't 1ts money

expensive? ')

Not (expensive) at all.

Itts 1/6.

I'11 pay 1 shilling,.

Not for that price.
('No. It does not
take. !)

(I wish you luck in
making profit on
your sales, even
though I won't buy
1t at that price.)
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B. NOTES

l. The tens from L0-200.

The English system of counting i1s thoroughly decimal. There
1s a separate word for every number through 10, and a separate word
for 10 x 10, but the intervening words (except for 'eleven,' twelve')
are combinations of these: 'thirteen! contains special forms of the
elements '3' and '10,' while 'thirty' contains a different form of
the element !'10,!

The number system of Yoruba 1s much less consistent, but i1t
1s partly decimal (1.e. built on the concept of '10!') and partly
vigesimal (1.e. built on the concept of 1'20!'), It 1s decimal 1in

the following respects:

1) there are separate roots for 1-10, but 11-19 are

composed of combinations of these roots with others,

2) addition or subtraction of 1, 2, 3, lf or 5 18 with
reference to the nearest multiple of 10.

3) there 1s a separate root for 10 x 20 (but none for
10 x 10).

The Yoruba numbering system 1s vigesimal in the following

respects:
1) _there 1s a separate root for 120,

2) there 1s a separate root for 10 x 20 (and none for
10 x 10).,

3) the tens from [;0-180 are named with respect to
multiples of 20:

5g531 Lo (5gtn 631 'two 20's?')

LI 4 ' d ] ., rd - » -

a“dota 50 (a*din Sgotd '10 from 3 x 20')
§g§té 60 (1.6. 'three 20's")

L 4 r'd [

a dorin 70

21,8
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§gérin 80
N
a *dorun 90
qgérﬁn 100 (1.e. 5 x 20)
LI N PN
a“dofa 110
Sgofa 120 (1.e. 6 x 20)
N, _¢
a‘*doje 130
5gb 36 1,0
8%dg 10 150
-
38239 160
éedésgn 170
§gés§n 180
N v PR Y S R
a‘dowa or: TIgba dinmewa 190
- Pt - o
ggowa or: 1gba 200

2. The modern terms for Nigerian currency.

1/2

[ORN
He
o]
H1
o]
He

5
o)

x o 1S

Hs =Os =Os =Os -O»
o B o3

P> =0> «Os =03 -~0O>»

0
)]

a
d
d
da
a
d
a

B
1
s
B

)]
Fs
=
o>

S

H O H 0 o & W

-On
»’

o]
o}
£
o]
L
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UNIT 13 YORUBA

Note that éébé 'Thalf! has different monetary value where 1t follows
shillings and when 1t follows pence:

k6bd mé 3l aabo 2 1/2 4
s118 md ;1 éébé 2 s 64
(An older system, based on cowries, 1S still in use by older
people, but 1t will not be discussed here because the modern

system 1s at least understood by practically everyone.)

Ce Exercises.

1. Which member of each of the following pairs 1is larger?

LO - 6C : 60 120 - 80 : 120 180 - 160 : 180
60 - 80 : 80 120 - 1L0 : 140 14O - 180 : 180
Lo - 80 : 80 100 - 140 : 1LO 140 - 160 : 160
60 ~ L0 60 120 - 80 : 120 180 - 120 : 180
80 - 60 : 80 140 - 100 : 140 160 - 120 : 160
80 - 100 : 100 60 - 120 : 120 140 - 80 : 140
100 - 120 : 120 140 = 160 : 160 140 - LO : 14O

ce

100 - 80 3 100 160 - 180 : 180 180 -~ 200 : 200
2. 50 - 70 : 70 90 - 110 : 110 190 -~ 170 : 190
70 = 90 : 90 110 - 130 : 130 190 - 150 : 190
90 - 70 : 90 130 - 90 : 130 70 - 150 : 150
70 = 50 : 70 110 = 90 : 110 110 = 50 : 110
30 = 50 : 50 130 - 150 : 150 200 - 30 : 200
50 - 30 : 50 150 - 170 : 170 170 - 130 : 170
30 = 20 : 30 170 = 90 : 170 90 - 70 : 90
20 - 70 : 70 170 - 150 : 170 50 - 130 : 130
70 - 90 : 90 170 - 190 : 190 90 - 110 : 110
250
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UNIT 13

3. 20 - 30
30 - 14O
Lo -~ 50
50 - 60
60 - 30
60 - 50 :
70 - 60
50 - 60

.30
: 1o
: 50
: 60
: 60

60

: 70
: 60

130
140
90
110
70
90
170
190

140
150
100
100

80

80 :

180
180

L. Give the following 1in Yoruba.

v =N o =P

[oTRE o TN o TR o TR o TR o F

11

5. 2 1/2
11 1/2

L 1/2

1/2

11/2

(TR o TR o T o T o &

1
3
5
8
10
15

17
10
12

S

o~ O O O O
[T o TE o TH o N o
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B I S N A
~ NN H

20

w W N

10

0

s

: 140
: 150
: 100
: 110

80
90

: 180
: 190

10 -

(@] O
i

10 - 50 s

22 s

AV}
)
o o o

lo—

-0 - 0

3 4 2 s 61/2
9 d 78 61/2
94 10 sl 1/2
3 d 3 s 71/2

2 20 o Q0

10d 8 sk 1/2
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UNIT Ll

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'I'11l be right with you.'

A
ore ‘mT Ore mi. My friendd
] [} [ [
B
en® mo mbd En, mo mbq. Yes, I'll be right with
you.
A
4
Wl say
k11™5 wi Kini o wz% What did you say%®
B
nan send
Igé errand
mé féfrén o) n{§é Mo fe ran ¢ ni 1se. I want to send you [on
an errandl.
A
igé “kini Ise kini® What kind of errand?
B
md fé k‘s 15 ség& Mo fe ki o 1o s1 I want you to go to the
0Ja. market.
]
k*5 s1 bamI réran Ki o s1 ba m1i ra To buy some meat for me.
eran.
B
éran TPl wo Eran iru wo? What kind of meat?
252
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UNIT L/

B
maaliu
§r§n’méélﬁﬁ Eran milu.
B. NOTES
1. 'Whyg!

rd s - . - e A
kini 88 t1 § 18 sQja

Corresponding to English why?

cCow

Beef.

'why did you go to the marketgq!

questions, Yoruba has questions

which consist of kini 86 plus Ei plus a clause.

2. Answers to why-questions.

— e am ® A L .
mS 10 soja lati r& éran

- mm P A LI I
mS 15 s¢ja nitdripe md
'---
fq rd erén
)
The word lati in sentences of

without a subjecty in this respect
order) to.!

T went to the market to

(go) buy meat!

'T went to the market because
I wanted to buy meat!

this kind 1s followed by a verb
1t corresponds to English '{in

The phrase n{t5r{pé 1s followed by a complete clause, i1nclud-

1ng a subjecty in this respect 1t corresponds to English 'because.'!

3.

Compare the sentences:

I I S 4
mS fe ki & 15 qué
e N UV e
ki s1 ba mI rd érin

253

LY
Consecutive clauses with Si.

'T want you to go to the

market and buy me some meat,!

'T took a bath and washed my
clothes.!
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UNIT L}, YORUBA

The element gi 1s used in the second of two consecutive
clauses. This form appears very frequently in narration and

other continuous discourse.

e Names of some kinds of edible animals.,

The names of some animals whose meat 1s eaten by at least

some Nigerians are:

A8 _ Vo s P_ A
maaluu or: maallu CcCOwW
-l' ~
§iedg pag
N LY
agbo ram
LY
&dré chicken
-
gwure goat
agutan sheep
- ' d
awo guinea fowl
¢
pepeye duck

Ce Exercises,

1. 'why?' and 'because,'

'why did he return home?'! 'because he i1sn't well!

[ L v_ [T R U S Y
Ile kinmi $€ to pdda sile n1tdripe ra“re ko aa

4 [ Y BN S
wa kaina S6 to p&da wa
- "_'_\ v, A
Ibe kini sé to pada 31bq
- LI Y Y ¥ v,
Tba kaini 56 to p&da sibi

S_v s LI Y S LIPS )
1lure kini sé to péda siluTre

28l

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



BASIC COURSE UNIT Ul

Alternative forms of answers for 'why' questions.

'why did he go home?' 'because he wanted to get

something!
L A I S P Y A ’ s N S
kini 86 to lq sile nitdéripe o fq' gb& nkin
s . s 0 Y S
o lq sile lati gbd& nk&n
s 0 _ e [ Y A ,e
kini §& to 1§ sodd nitdripe o fe* wé
r [ R
0 1§ s0dd lati we
[N Y Y A D N S [ I S ,e ’ v
kini sé to nlq sile‘*we nitdripe o fe* kowe
& 0 0 0l A v v P P e
kini gé to mad nsun losan nitdéripe o ngige loru
('because he works at night!)
.
Sle

'T gave them money! 'T went there and gave them

money!
- - , » - .- P A L - , 0
mo fun waon lowo mo 19 31bq mdé s1 fun won lowo
I - nem PoA N
mS 3o mé 1§ sibe mS s1i jo
& _0 Y S S L - P
m& ba won sIse mo l? s1b§ md si1 ba won sIsge
- 8 - e PiA N ’
mO kWO naa md 19 31bq md s1 k&wo naa
(1counted the money!')
-  ® - P L 4
mS ri~ mo lq s1b§ mé si1 ra¥
- _N* - P A N [
m3 pe md lg 81bq mdé si pe’
- - - @ aa e em N S v
mé je-un mo jé-tn N ko s1i yo
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YORUBA

A, BASIC DIALOGUE:

- LY v — o _ 0
k*0 s1 ko won sile
’ -—
fun mI
-tV
g€le-lo

Be NOTES

UNIT L5

'Buy some soup 1ingredients.!

A

Ki o ra nkan qbg

na.

I d
Ki o s1 ko won si

1le fun mi.

@ran 810%

A

Eran qlle kan

o
&
=0

Jowo ma pe o.

B

Ng ko ni pe.

1. ©Negative future w1th‘§é gi.

The sentence:

contains an example of a negative future form.

— . v 14
n ko n1i pe

of subject prefix + gé + gé + verb.

256

Buy some soup
ingredients.,

And put them in the

house for me.

how much worth

How much worth of meat?

1/6 worth.

Please don't delay.

I won't be long.

'T won't be late

These fcrms consist
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 45

2. 'How many shillings! worth?!

[ -
n §1le k&n

-1
01

r
. . Tone shilling's worth of meat!
rén 6 n1 sile kin

o}

The amount of anything, 1n terms of money, may be expressed
in either of the ways 1llustrated above. Note that the last five
syllables of the second version (1.e. O ni §{1§ kan) happen to be

homophonous with the complete statement !you have one shilling.!

Ce Exercises.

l. Negative future.

fi ko ni pé I won't be late.

ko nl pé He won't be lates

ko ni téte ds He won't arrive early.
y15 téte ds . He will arrive early.
won ylé tets ds They will arrive early.
won ko nY w§k§ They won't take a bus.
won ko ni mi st-urd They won't be patient.

- [ VI S S o_
won ko ni pari Ise"won lola They won'!t finish their

work tomorrow.

inﬁ'qu ko ni din They won't be happy.

2., How many shillings worth?

ta §r§n §{1§ kén fﬁn mT Give me 1 s worth of meat.
t& 1rdsi sil8 kin fun mI Give me 1 s worth of rice.
t& Tyo oyinbd §118 kin fin Give me 1 s worth of sugar.
mI
257
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td ogeds wggrd s118 kin fun mi

nS rd ogede wisrd $118 mé ;i I
aabo

mS rd Iyo oyinbd silé méj)i I
adbd
- ae e e s A v X XX _ s

mS r& OyIn sile mejl aabo I
- o M v_o A X XX_ s

mS r& epa gile mejl aabq I

A, BASIC DIALOGUE:
nIra
i§é:milnir§ pﬁp§

Hi
-2
OKN

t

UNIT 46

Give me 1ls worth of bananas.

bought 2/6 worth of
bananas.

bought 2/6 womth of sugar.

bought 2/6 worth of honey.

bought 2/6 worth of ground-
nuts.

"My work 1s difficult.'

A

Ise m1 nira pupq.

B

Iru 186 WO nil.

A

Ise t1 o jemo owo
13 ] 1

nl.

Em1 ni agbowo 1se

Na .

258

difficult

My wor ™ 18 very difficult,

What kind of work is 1t%

involve, concern

Work that involves

moneys;
to receive money
cashier
I am the cashier of the

enterprise.

pay money
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. LY

people, person

enia
m3 nsi sanwod fenia Mo s1 nsan owo fun I also pay people.
ernla.
pé complete, perfect
léti must
5w lati pé dazdaa Owo lati pe d&ada. The account must be
correct,
Be NOTES

l. An additional use of léti:

-— ’ 1 4 [ S S
owo lati pe dadda&
5wo ni 1lati pe da&dad
mé 1lati 13

- ’ ’ J -—
mdé ni lata lq

must,!

"the money must be correct!

'T must go,!

These sentences contain Ei 1£ti, which generally corresponds
to English 'must.! Some speakers omit the Ei as 1llustrated above,

C. Exercises.

1. nIra

Y S T T PN
o nIrd pupo lati we lodo
L N - - -
gigun IyanInird fun mT

- S o 2 S e e
YS6ruba si1s§ ko nIrd

L O N " " S |
ede oyinbolnIrd lati

gbé (ede 'language!')
259

'It 18 very difficult to

swim 1n the river.,'!

'The pounding of yam 1is
difficult for me.'!

'Speaking Yoruba 1s not
hard.!

1Tt 1s hard to understand

English.'!
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UNIT 46 YORUBA
2 Jé’mé
oro ngéljémé Tki (oro 'The subject of conversation
1 ] 1} ] At
'speech, word') was death.!
Shin ti md wilg§mé igiré "What I said related to
mathematics., !
1pé y113§m§ 1binu 'This call implies annoyance,!
Shiin t°5 s@IJQmé mI "What you said concerns me,'
3. énia
onia me1ld 15 wA nitie 'How many people are hereg!
mS le k& (éw@n) énia méwé. 1T can count ten people.'!
pS enia ti & ba m§ Call someone you know. '
qké naslpd enia mété. The car killed three people,!
4 I'd ]
. ni lati

'the money 1s correct!
- ° , o ’ [ O
dwo naalpe daddaa

- T d ~ -
mS fe* ra kan
4 rd 0' L3
0 dinwo“re

\2
.

»
mS bta® fun”

7’ v L4 4 ]
yio wa ghba* lola
- ] —? - 4
no se 6njé tan

4 v
y1o pe

260

'the money must be correct!
- ,n » s , ’_ s
dwo naalni lati pe da&ddad
- , 0 . -
mo ni lati ra kan
' d L4 » ] » rd LY
0 ni lati dinwoTre
- , s [ e ,
md ni lati ta° fun™
L4 4 4 1] &, 2 LY 4 4 1)
0 n1 laty wa' gba® lola
- , N ] _ = Id
mS ni1 lati s& Snjé tan

» 4 rd ) I
o ni1 lata pe

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



BASIC COURSE
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UNIT L7

A BASIC DIALOGUE: 'I am a clerk.'

A
. v
kqwe
~
akqwe
- LW LA
ak?we lemI Akqwe ni eml.
[ S .
k11§e Ise Owo Ki 1 Se 18e Owo.
‘V'--
sugbon o nirf $ugbqn 0 nira.
A S 4
mo juto
Y T 4 ~A -
mé mmSjuto eru ni Mo mmo juto eru ni.
B
-t LN .
Iru éru wo Iru eru wo%
A
L Y Y
thn
odT
\\__
ehin O0dI

§rﬁ ta ﬁw§lé léf?hin Eru t1 o anle lata

5d4drt. qhin odi,

261

write

clerk
I am a clerk,
It 1sn't financial work,
But 1t 1s difficult.

to oversee

I take cherge of the

goods.

What kind of merchan-
dise%

back

second outer wall
around town,
enclosing an
area used for
farming during

a siege

distant parts,
abroad

Imported goods from

overseas,
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B
RIS yé mI Hal o ye mi. Ahl I understand.
A
i3§b§ the government
fﬁyéwé smuggle
i3§b§ ko férﬁ 'féyéwé Ijoba ko fe eru The governmment does not
féyéwg. want smuggled goods,
B. NOTES

1. Conditional if-clauses: Eé... Eé....

bl 5 ba t& §rﬁ *féyéwé '1f you sell smuggled goods,
5¢ b@ sind iyqnﬁ/ti Seue you will get into trouble!
Y S S S T

b1 & ba wa lqla/tl Oeos t1f you come here tomorrow,
5% riv you will see him'

bl 5 ba méné/t{ S... 11f you know the way, please
Jﬁwé'ré fun wa describe 1t for us!

bl S ba pé 30/t16. .. 11f 1t 1s too late, we will
g6 a8 1§1é come [back] tomorrow!
, Y S S

b1 EbY ba np&*... 1f he 1s hungry...
cf. &bilnpa’... 'he 1s hungry!

The first clause 1n each of these sentences 1s of the form:

rd
b1

, + subject + ba + verb
t1

The tones of &bI 1in the last example 1llustrate the fact that

the basic tone of a noun subject 1s not changed in thess Ei... Eé

262
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clauses, as 1t 1s 1n an ordinary affirmative sentence. That is,

the juncture | does not occur here.

C. Exercises.

1. Sentences containing Qi... Qé...

LY
-—

- N
gran maaluul

won

=ON

' d "Q
dinwo re
- ® ) P
én1 naaj tobT

- v ’ ane
gn1 yildard

’ [AVFIE S Y S 4
b1 & ba/t*5 ba fe Iyan,
fio/m*a tgju ~ die

o - e
bl &bI ba npd ¢ j&Un

yo daddad

& . A [ — P
bi Stutu ba mu 3, wdle
T S Y
bli & ba pe, wdko

e o - LS Y T AY L d P2
bl éran maaluu ba won
~ - -
ju, ra &ja.
’r . ’ ld ’ .
bl & ba dinwo“re fio/
L X 4 \:
m°a ra
I e , .
b1 éni naa ba tobI
_lr s’ \'l
fio/m*a ra
L v ’ [ - -’
b1 éni1 y1 ba dara, 1o
.’ - 4 ’o 0
/m‘a rd kin s1~ lola

2e mégﬁté

[ S SN v:’_ [
mojuto ¢ko*ré daddad

(") XS S
baba naalmojuto mdTre

263

clauses.

"1f you like 1y£n, I'11

prepare some'

'1f you are hungry, eat
your fill!

'1f you are cold, come
into the house'

1.f you are late, take
a bus'!

11f beef 1s too expensive,
buy faish!

11 you will reduce the
price, I1'11l buy 1t!

'1f the mat 1s big, I'll
buy 1t!

'1f this mat 1s good, I'1ll
buy another tomorrow!

'Be very careful of your
lessons/education. !

'"The father takes care of
his children.'!
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N A T A g
m& mojutc awdn dlagbagéwd T took care of our
workers., !
[ S S S I N Y S S
1yawo nmojuto awdn ore ‘mI ' My wife 1s caraing for
my friends.'!
‘_—
3. 130b
N O PR S Y
1]Qba naalfq ki awdn enia“re¢ 'The govermment wants 1its
Y S o Y G
s&n 6wo Sri. (Bwobri people to pay taxes.
'(any) tax!')
[ S S VIR S Mooy
ogisge 139ba nt @gbqn mI "My older brother 1is a
. & W
(osise 'worker!') govermment employee. !
I Y o - P Al
1])0ba wa[fun wa ni eko Our goverrmment gives us
S Vv S v
ofe (ofe 'free of free education,'!
| D N A 2
charge!)'
___0\__,'_\vl'v
&80ju 13)06b&7saro de lana '"The Sierra Leonian ambas-
. v
(saro 'Sierra Leone'!) sador arrived yesterday.!
L
i« ehin 34T

v P —
Sebon mTlwa ni ehin 54T
?o i q

26,

'My older brother 1s out
of the country.!

"0ur friends are foreigners,'

"TForeign goods are plentiful

in [this] country now.

'T sent my books abroad.'
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UNIT L8

A. BASIG DIALOGUE:

_’\ L) - 4
5ia atdowo
Y .

A \
grinrinajo
. . b
irohin
. A v
alaye

. .

- LY
okeere

L. [N [N v [™s .~ -
atI alaye irohin oke

UNIT 48

'T'm a Foreign Service Officer,.!

Asoju ni emi.

B

Asoju 1lu wo.

A

Asoju 1lu America

n1i ml.

Mo ntoju 1se wonyi:
' LI} J

oja ati owo,

arinrinas jo

erec.

B

I§q rg nira O S1 PO,

265

to represent
representative

I'm a Foreign Service
Officer,

(1I'm a representative!)

A representative of

what country?

«+.0f America,

to take charge of

I'm 2n charge of the
following matters:

Trade and finance,

visitor, traveller,

foreigner
news

explanation
foreign

And explaning foreign
news.

Your work is difficult,
and there's a lot of
1t.
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B. NOTES

\
l. won as a pluralizer with demonstratives.

nyl 'these matters!

nyén tthose children!

The pluralizer won, with low tone, occurs after nouns in
combination with -yl 'this' and ~yén 'that'. It does not occur

after nouns without one of the demonstratives.

2. Derived nouns.

The following are representative of some types of noun forma-
tion.

2. Prefix Predicate
T e - - A_l ™
asdju 'representative! a s6 'make ! Jju leye!
— S " - . S v
akowe Iclerk! E:) ko 'write! 1we "book!
agbdwo 'cashier! ) gba 'take'! OWO 'money!

All these nouns refer to persons,

b. Prefix
LN ’ S Y
1bIinu langer! 1 b1 'to annoy!' iny "inside!
LR . - .
180WO 'act of trade'! 1 g6  'do! OwWo "trade
135ba 'govermment ! 1 35 'ascend spg iygpgt
' ! throne ' *
-— Y . ® . I d -
abasise lapprenticeship' a ba 'accom- sIse 'do work!
pany '

These nouns are abstract. The noun with prefix é contains

more than one verb root within 1ts stem.

Ce Prefix Noun
-t - —
Onile 'Thouseholder! oni Tle 'house'!
-t v - * N v
&lopa lpoliceman! oni opa 'stick!
266
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- & X o — L S N
dnigowo 'trader! oni 180wo lact of trade!
—_ o, - - ®
6lowo 'a rich man! O0Oni owo 'money!
JENERY S "I o - P . * s, v _ &

de alaba§1§q lco=worker'! &ni(<dni) aba§1§q 'lapprenticeship!’
—_—l vV A - P o * I
&ladugbo 'neighbor! &n1(<dni) adugbo 'meighborhood,

quarter!

—_— o - Py e — -
Eleps 1011 vendor! &ni(<dni) &pd to1l!

In these words the first vowel of the prefix i1s i1dentical with
the first vowel of the stem.

L3R Y .

€. &alsun '{any activity which requires) lack of sleep!
. s v
aife tlack of desire!
AR 3 v
ainl tlack of something!
Ss_ v
allowo tlack of money!
éiléﬁ)@ 1famine'
S\ _ v 2
allara tlack of relatives!
L3R 1 . v
aimowe rignorance'!
LIRS v v
aileko tlack of education!
s N — d
a188nwo 'non-payment!

These nouns begin with éi, rollowed by a verb root, which may

or may not be followed by a noun.

UNIT 49

A, BASIC DIALOGUE: !'Working late'!

A
bl place
ibi§é place of work
267
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. v I d
ran lqwq
- LY - ~ r
Sluran lgwg

L I " S ¥ v 2
ko s1 oluranlqwq nI

hd — el
1slinmmil

—_— s ’ SN
Sluranldwolgba 1sInmI

Mo pe ni1 1bige ni ana. I stayed late at worl

ana.

B

Kini o n§e?

A

Mo fe pari 1se mi.

~ [ (%
Ise na wa n1 llq pe.

K031ohwmﬂm@xn?

yesterday.

What were you doing?

I wanted to finish

my work.

The work has been
accumulating for
a long time.

to assist
assistant

Isnt't there any
assistant?

vacation, leave

Oluranlowo gba 1simmie. The assistant is on

Mo te 1we pupQe.

Qrunqwq rO mMl.

268

(ttook!') vacation.

to type, print

I did a lot of typing.
to pain
neck

wrist

My wrists hurt (me).
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b
Do -O»

' d

bayI

O»
ct
Hi
'j
H<¢

m

=
-D<
(e ]

ogan
-,
& nparil Ise wa

LA 4

logan

4

koda

BLORN

, - N
koda & ki1 sTs
[ P

ni1 satide

.

wu

s o s v
1yénfwu m1 &

0 t1 ré mi1 bayi.

B
Pele o.
[} [}
Ma se pa ara re.

ME ge die dig.

0 geun.

Ng ko ni pe b& mo.

B

Aqu alaba§1§§ mi

PQe

qun nran mi lgwq.

A npariige wa
logan.

Koda, a kT gisge

ni Satide.

4
?
<

1yén wu ml o,

269

to tire

So I''m tired.

Sorry!
Don't kill yourself.

Take 1t easy. (!'Do
little by little.!)

Thank you.

1 won't stay late 1like
that again.

My co-workers are

mmerous.

They help me.
at once

We finish our work on

time.
otherwise

We don't work on
Saturday, either.

to please

That pleases me.
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The remainder of this course consists of a number of sentences

chosen on the basis of their usefulness, with no restrictions on

the vocabulary or the grammatical constructions which they contain.

The student should range at will through these sentences, choosing

those for which he feels the most urgent immediate need. Sentences

selected in this way should be memorized, and the student should

also try constructing new sentences and new exercises, modeled on

those 1n the book.
Group I: Language Study.

LY 4
1. quo tun s§.

- , AV -
2. E mad wi tele mI.
- I_ ' d L I d . _'_
3. E mad w1 gege bi mS tI nsd.
N v - - L S Y
L. Jowo rdra soro.
N v ’, 1 ’ LN
JOwo ma Se yara soro.
1t 1 [ ]
- - ~ v -\ [N -
5. E féri )1 m1, fiko le s3
-— VN,V . ’
Y8ruba daiddai&.
»
Ibo
_II
Hausa
‘—
BinT
\___\
IbIbio

—- 2’ A 2t P i S v
6. MS fe'ran lati mad s§ Ydruba,

bi & tI le 3¢ pe fiko le
sq‘ dasdas.
7. A ﬁkék§ Y&ruba 16ni.

2 a -
n§9tan

8. GbSgbS &bi‘milnko Yoruba.

LY -— - rd - « - ~ ~ -
9. Awgn ara 11@ ¥ ¥YOruba ni
a

mba gbé.

Please, say 1t again. / Please
repeat.

Repeat after me.
Say exactly as I am saying.

Please, speak slowly ('gently!')

Please, do not speak fast.

Please excuse me, I can not
speak Yoruba very well.
(I cannot speak Yoruba at all)
Igbo
Hausa
Bini
Efi1k

I like to speak Yoruba, though
I can not speak 1t very well.

We are learning Yoruba today.
telling Yoruba

stories

A1l my family 1s learning
Yoruba.

We are living with the Yorubas.
('It 1s the people of Yoruba
land we are living with.')
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10,

11.

12,

13.

A t% ﬁké ﬁdé'YBrﬁbg £5 We have been studying Yoruba
iw§n 6§ﬁ mété séhin. language for the past three
(¢hin 'back!) months.

Iy ﬁké Ede *¥5ruba fun We study Yoruba language for
wakaty kéék&n 1535’3ﬁm§. one hour every day.

_ Py e erue v _f N v s ’n e ?
MO nkd YOruba fun i1geju dig¢ lala™le.

S v xS

iwe 1tan

LR N

bibell

S v N

iwe &ro

S vy e
iwe 1darfya

I read Yoruba for few minutes every night.
story book/history book
Bible
poetry book(s)

comic book(s)

Edsvorubslyato sI EdeGedsi.
Agényin Péyén:
HEsE P6t6gi
fgbd FErafise

Yoruba (language)is different from English .

Ghana Spanish

Hausa Portuguese

Igbo French
271
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L [N P . S V] [
1. O sordo fun mT lata 8§ YO0ruba dafdai.
nirg kg
ko
1
[P N
tum9
\1\\,
salaye

It 18 diffacult for me to speak Yoruba well.

read
write
translate
explain
15 Bakin naa ni 6 sord fun mI Likewise, 1t 1s difficult for
1at1 ranti gbdgbd ordTrs. me to remember all the

Yoruba words.

16. Beeni md f£é‘rén lati kO 6déTYSrubs pUpd .

And I like to study Yoruba language very much.
read

speak

write

212
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17. Ko d& mI 1634 pe md le kg Yoruba.
gbg
rénti
$éléy§
ko
L]
I am not certain 1f I am able to study Yoruba.
understand
remember
explain
write
18. M5 pInd 1latl kg YSrubd fun Sgu  mgta s1”.
ka 0se mé £
59 Jdn mgeagebin
kg 319 méjind
wadl
I have decided to study Yoruba for another three months.
read S1x weeks
speak twenty-five years
write twelve days
1nvestigate
Group II: School and Classroom.
19. M5{moké|iws-kera . I passed Standard Six.
- 1
yegeé quln Four
yelée karin Faive
WwomI failed

273
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20'

21.

22,

Mof y€ € )ér

01ukd

6 138. I made the team.

failed to make

- - . v Id . — 1
wd ko wa ni 13)éta.

514b3 o 1)§rin

bélégﬁn igérﬁn

31akdss 1)5fa

510tu 138ws

Ftokin

Our instructor did not come day before yesterday.
supervisor four days ago
captain fave
director 81X
president ten
guide

010k$ “wE yi6 48  1¢tinld.

Fkowe pada 1é3émérin

§14b3 Jutd

- ’ x .
Snigegun

Our instru
clerk
superv

doctor

Jédé légéméwé

\ . Id
ajo logunje

ctor will arraive day after tomorrow.

return in four days
isor come out ten
make a trip twenty

27k
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23.

2.

25

26.

27.

alﬁkézmilgbén pﬁp§ My instructor 1s very intelligent.
51otu {jafara The president smart
balogin Iyobd The captain clownish
[ ra slow
MG mad ﬁ§é étﬁn§é pip§ I always make many corrections.
éréyé do much complaining
5lﬁk§:milmé§ ﬁy§ My instructor always goes over
atingd*mI wo. my corrections.

MG mbéere opoldpo nkdn ti kd ba ye mi.
nwadl
I asked many things that I do not understand;

inquired about

LR VIS "B WY [N
1ibeere -milsi jofe and my questions are many.
\vv\_
iwadil ‘mT inguiries
L S Y . . U V4 :_l_l),\ \vu\._
Nigba miran O0luko mIimad ndahin lbeere‘mI.

L4

baba

. v

ore

11

I A

dladugbo

—_—— v

alaba§1§¢

275

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



YORUBA

28.

29.

30.

- 31.

32.

Sometimes, my 1nstructor answers my questions.

father
friend
neighbor

co-worker

ﬁgé 1dahin yi pé?
déjﬁ
léyé

Is this answer complete®
sure

wlse

LY v A v A . v
Idahun naa ko pe.
v N x .
n1 laakaye
rd L)
ni oye

1910

. — - .~ . v ~ v . v
Ogiri-ikowelwa ni1 1yara

t1 & nkekd.

Jow$ 13 dqurd leba/seba

. . .~ v
ogIri-ikowe.

E pa 1We "yin.
épéti
1lekun

(ors Is this answer satisfactory?)

The answer 1s not satisfactory.

sensible
Wwlse

smooth

There 1s & blackboard in our

classroom.

Please go to the blackboard.

(1'Please, go and stand near the
black-board. ')

Close your books.

276
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33.

3L.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

4O.

41.

- A Y A\ I d ’ ~

E s1 iweTyin sile,
! J
paya

Ly - . . v rd rd
awdn oro y1 sinu
1 ] 1

=t
N
=01

gbéléhﬁn
Write these words

phrases

- Y 4 » ~ LY ~ v
E k§ awdn gbolohun-oro yi

5]

D v=Q)

-— A — — LY ~ v
ra ogiri-ikowe.

E 1 kélémﬁ, e ma s&

9 g€ 16
P N ) 2, X_ N
0 je-1kowe/pensulu,

LY v — — . LY v rd )'.
Ko s1 oml—lk?we ninu

s X a8
kalamu*mI.

rd r'd rd x AR p—
M& ya & ni kalamu’ml.
. v
1we
-

kg

L3 v
0je

0, =1

éjé-ikéwé/Péﬁsalﬁ:milti

4 » rd rd
kan si wewe.

A v o 2 A v NNy s, X_ N
Nje 6 ma oge-lkqwe/Pensulu

hd ~
miran?

M5 ni lati ké awdn gbolohin

[N [N v »’ ’ ’ [N -
QrQ yi sori fun ola.

277

Write these sentences on

Open your books.

Open wide

v ”
iwe~yin.

in your books.

the

black-board.

Use pens, do no use pencils.

There 1s no ink in my pen.

I lent you my pen.
book
boat

sickle

My pencil 1s broken (into

pleces).

Do you have another pencil?

I have to memorize these

sentences for tomorrow.
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Group III: Climate and Weather.

2. M5 f¢ latl mavnrin irin-ajo 1akdkd 636.
eerun
g
owors

I always like to travel during the rainy season.
dry
harmattan

mid dry

L3. Ktégﬁn daraddaraima~ ﬁfé wolu 1akdké 630.
arere 1118

strong

A nice strong breeze (usually) blows into the country during
the rainy season.

L. Nko £& ma”nrin 1rin-ajo nigbd Jye
ndalé 1akdkd oginnitin

I don't usually like to travel during the break in the rainy

season.
5. @yélméé nma &ra :gbé pﬁp@. The harmattan dries up the body
very much.
b6, Irilma=nsé pﬁp§ léér@ k1 There 1s much dew 1n the
drun té:yé. morning be “ore the sun

comes up.

278
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L7. AkSkd wd nI 1gba éérﬁn?
139

y

W

0Q+=0

Oe=D>

rg
What period 1s the dry season®

ralny season®

harmattan?
cloudy part of the dry season?

L8. Igba éérﬁn ni ilé Naijiria The dry season in Nigeraia
bere latl Gsu KJkanld Sdun

t1tl df Sgu kitd §aun.

starts in November ('the
eleventh month of the year!')
and ends in March. ('the
third month of the year!').

Farmers usually plant maize
and beans from June to
August ('in the time of
the cloudy part of the dry

[ - .~ . " ’ — [N .~ -

L9. Awdn agbelma™ ngbIin agbadd
. Ly [N i A . [N v
atI Bwa 1akoko owore.

season!')

The breeze that blows through
(tto!) the Western Region 1s
different from the one that
blows through ('to!') the

Southern Region.

- » A , ’ )' rd Id r Ay .

50. Ategun ti o ma” nfe si Iwo-
- [N “ \ ~ -— ’ ~
Oorunfyato s1 t1 Gusu.

51. Akdkd 636 nI g wa. We are in rainy season.
§yé harmattan
éérﬁn dry

279
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52,

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

. A . v . — , ~
Lehln ey1 ew0 lo kan®

N v_ A LY v
Akoko owore.
» A ~ . . LY 4 -
Leghin oginnitin lokan
\ « LY L VN
o0jo arokuro.
N\ ~ — » - v . v ot
Eqrun ni o tqle akoko
- v_. A (SR Y . — - ’,
NI akoko gerun nl a nn

ALY . — - A v ~ L3R Y . -
IgbawSs nI akoko gerun

igbé éérﬁnlbéré ni 6§ﬁ
kSkanld $dun titl dI

- N - ] o ’
Osu kqta gdun.

Igba éérﬁn 11U éyianI

s1 tiyin.

. v A -
akoko

. .
OJOQ

1 ?yé.

ld
yin.

yato

280

After this what next®

Mid-dry season.

After mid-wet season, comes

the late rains.

Dry season follows the rainy

season.

We have harmattan in the dry

season.

What time of the year do you

have dry season®

Dry season starts from November
(1eleventh month of the year!')
and lasts t111 March ('the
third month of the year').

What of the harmattan?

The harmattan starts from
December ('the twelfth month
of the year') and ends 1in
February ('the second month

of the year').

The summertime 1n white men's
countries 1s different from

yours.
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62.

63.

ol

65.

66.

67.

68.

690

70.

71.

i ba w3 ni akoko §¢rﬁn ni

11u oy1nbo9

L) v N v 2 ~
Igba eerun ni Ariwalgin
F N -

Ju tI Gusu 19.

F8 N N oA [ S d

Bge s1 nI akoko §ye ni Ariwa
l’\\
naalgun.

- a? - N NN v 2 A v oA
S§ fun mI i1yato t1 o wa nibg.
L T S v N v 2 NN [
Igba eerun ni Ariwalbere lati
su k
[}
su k
1

v — kd ’ A — g rd
wa Qdun o sl pari ni

o]
. O

-3

1 — Id
rin Qdun.

O
EI0]]

Oyelbgre ni gqre t1 eeruni

berg ni apa Ariwa.

0 §é’n sﬁgan ms fe mo b1 3
ni akdkd otutd.

- , N v » - »
B@qn & ni, gugbon bi & ba
A [P - ’ » 1
f? mQ da&dad, ¢ ni lati
- rd — I .\ v P d
15 s1 &pa Ariwa.
L . - LAEEPN NN . - -
N1 apa¥ Gusu, enia ko 1&° sQ

d4 0 sakd pe akdkd otuth

.\ v
niyi.

281

What months of the year are
the summer in white men's
countries?

Summer 1n white men's country
and contin-
t111 August ('the sighth
month of the year!')

stars from June

ues

Dry season in the North is
longer than the dry season
1n the South.

Laikewise the harmattan in the

North 1is longer.
Tell me the difference i1n 1t.

Dry season in the North starts
from October and ends in
April.

Harmattan starts as soon as
the dry season starts in the

Northern Region.

Thank you, but I would like to
know 1{ you have winter.

Yes,
be sure you would have to go

we have, but if you want
to the Northern Region.

In the South, people cannot
say with certainty that

this 1s winter.
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72.

73,

7h.

75.

7.

78.

79.

8o.

81.

, ,2 0’ PN vooA
N1itdripe ni akoko Jye nI
C vooA v 2 \v’{\\
otutu nmu, sugbon oorunl
NN 2 N v N VA
tete nt&, & s1 le otutu
1

Lol

A v Ay ” 2 ’y N v 2 PN

Otuttfnmu ni Ariwa pup
N \—’

ni igba Jye.

. Ay ?»? 2 A2ooa Ny XN

Otutilnmu n1 11w oyinbd
2 A

pupsd.

N A e e S vVoA N

AkOkS6 wd nI otutu 11U

x v v
oyinbo nmu?

On

rérélje igba kin nda pell

Oye ni 1luvyin.

Akdkd otutld 1iv Syinbdlbere

ni Ssu k53118 Sdun titi di

- . "‘_;' [] — 4
Gsu kqta gdun.

ﬁg 5 tT ri yinyin ri?

=<

- v ~ v , VN |
Nko ri yinyin ri; bawo

- » — rd
nT o ti ra%

. v'_ - . A v
dabi¥yanrin, sugben
kg A I'd

’
finflin nI, o nro si

I1¢ bl 630.

§é 5mi d1di niv

282

Because during the time of
harmattan 1t 1s very cold,
but the sun comes out quickly
Wwhich suppresses the effect
of the cold.

It 1s always very cold in the
North during the harmattan.

It 1s very cold in white men's

countries.

What time of the year 1s winter

in white men's country?

It 1s almost the same uvime
as the harmattan in your
country.

The winter in white men's
country starts in December
ti1ll March.

Have you ever seen snoww

I have never sSeen snow; what
does 1t look 1like®?

It looks like, sand, but 1t 1s
white, [and] 1t pours down

li1ke rain.

Is 1t 1ce/hai1l®
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82. OmI didi nI, §ﬁgb§n o ygté
s &mT d1dl t1 & nréd ni
Ilé 3ja.
83. Otutd nma pﬁp§ ni akokd naa.
Group IV: TFood and Cooking.
8. Ko &yIn sini &mI.
Swa
¢pa
ir@si
85. K1 & se’ fun i§§3ﬁ mérin.
86. EyiIn yi jTna jd.
87. EyiIn and k86 jTna.
88. EyIn y1i tI f9.
89. Rra, ki &yIn naa ma ba” fo.
90. EyinltI bajs.
ra
91. NJ% g ni §yin tnting
92. Wara yi tI kan.

283

It 1s frozen water, but 1t
1s different from the 1ce

we buy in the stores.

It 1s very cold at that time.

Put the eggs into the water.
beans
ground nuts
rice

Boi1il them for four minutes.

This egg has boiled too much.

The egg yesterday wasn't
properly boiled.

This egg 1s broken.

Gently, so that the egg might
not break.

The egg 1s spoilt.

rotten

Do we have a fresh egg?®

This milk 1s sour.
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93.

9.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

NJ% g ni wara tGntdng?

o,
o]

s

Oy =0}

} y1 ko pon.
r3mbd

_\ v ’ -
rombo kikén

O

— . v rd
osan WGW?
1 [

Do we have any fresh milke

This orange 1s not ripe.
lemon

lime

Ogede y1 ko pon. This banana 1s not rips.
égéd% égbégbé plantain
égédé 'péréﬁté
N3¢ &§yin fwa ni 716 onyd
A1%b3sd
Igl swura
gaya
Are there any eggs in the pantry?

onions

water yams

1in the pantryl

from locust tree

Are there mangoes i1n the pantry

garlic
| SR VAR ¥ . v
Nje gsanlwa ni Ile-onj§?
Igin
L)
1gbé
Are there oranges
fruits from Isin tree
fruits
L v 2P wm N S v e e
Nj¢ mangorofwani Ile-5n;§e
| S S 1 v »
Ko s1 IgI ni Tle i1dana.

There 1s no firewood in the
kitchen.

28),
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100.

101.

10z2.

103.

10l.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

L P I NV
Ko s1 §g& ni Ile 1dana/

— > X -
1lelw§.

. v
Ko si1 é€pd plupé
N v 2 XN
ororo epa
“ v 2 N v 2
Ororo egusi
- v 7

Vd A
ororo lara

There 1s no palm oil
peanut c1l
melonseed o011

castor o1l
. Voo ] MN v gt o’ o
Ko s1 &pd|oyinbd n1 Ile-dnjé.
P Y 2 S S
Ti ko ba s1 &pd & ni lati
ré dig.

» A ~ » - - 4 - »
Ti ko ba s1 &éyIn rara & ni

lat1 13 ra.

R S S
T1 ko ba si Osan & o )

Do

. . \' , 2 A
9g§d? paranta.

b
.

yl dard 3jd eyfn® 1

-0l
=D}

S
i

=0t

@sén yi dfin 38 éytn® 19

- v s - N e Y
@¢san y1i pon JU eyln® 10.

3'_;) LT Y . S
EwS 1o peon ju ninu awdn
—\ v
Osan yi?

285

There 18 no soap 1in the
kitchen/bathroom.

» - [N v ,
n1 Ile 1dana.

1in the kitchen.

There 18 no kerosene 1in the
pantry.

If there 18 no palm-oil we

have to buy some.

If there are no eggs at all,

we have to go buy some .

If there are no oranges we
shall eat bananas.

This soap 1s better than that.

This orange 1s sweeter than
that.

This orange 1s riper than
that.

Which of these oranges 1s the
ripest®
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110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

Ew3 ninu eyin yi 10 tobI

Jﬁ?
Ikoko y{ mé.

- v A v
y1 ko mQ

T yi gbéné gan”.

Nko le md tii yi.
b gbdna ji.
Kgfi yi ko gbona td.
T11 yi 18 Jﬁ.
K3f1 yi kO dard.
Jéwé gbémi Kana .
OmT naalgbona.
g??
ho

N3& &mT naaltI gbonal
ho

6 tT to 180 meta ti

SmIlti nho.

286

Which of these eggs i1s the
biggest?

This pot 1s clean.

This glass (tumbler) 1s not
clean enough.

This water 1s really hot.

I cannot drink this tea.

It 1s too hot.

This coffee 1s not hot enough.
This tea 1s very strong.

This coffee 1s not good.

Please, put the water on the

fire.
The water 1s hot.
dried up

boiled

Is the water hot?
boiled

('The water has been boiling

for three minutes.!')
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123. Jowd je ki Omiltdtu. Please allow the water to
get cold.
12l;. Gbé 1koko 1lénd. Put the pot on the fire.
125. Gbé 1koko naa 1dri tabili. Put the pot on the table.
126. ﬁJé 5 ni §sén t1 0 pén? Do you have ripe oranges?
?g?d? bananas
ajara grapes
Sge baobab fruit
127. Mo fé: N §sén naa wo. I would like to see the
oranges.
128. @sén yi tI bégé. This orange 1S spoilt.
ra rotten
§égbé decayed
kuta unsaleable
ghbé dry
129. £ ni 1gT-ibepd pupd lehinkuls™wi.
5§é niwégilé'wi
Sb1

We have many pawpaw trees i1n our backyard.

baobab front
kola
130. Mo fé: ke ib%p@ di@ I would like to paick some
léhinkﬁlé'yin. paw-paws 1n your back yard.
131. ﬁjé ibépé néélpén? Is that paw-paw ripe?
Srémbd orange
5rdmbS kikan lemon
287
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132.

133.

135.

136.

137.

Y16 t3 §Jé meld ki O to How long will 1t take before

pén dagdad. 1t 1s thoroughly ripened?
Nibd nI § tI nri ope Oyinbs“yin ra?
g

y
gﬁ

.,
lop
=0t

n

e

n

H1 =i

Where do you find your pineapples to buy®
Where do you buy your pineapples®
‘coconut

palm nuts

yams
Njé & ﬁgbin épé 5yinb5 ni 6k5'yin?
égb?n
9P§
gpa

Do you plant pineapples 1in your farm?

coconuts
palms
groundnuts

Nigbéw5 ni épé 5yinb5 When do you have pineapples

mad npd nilé yiz 1n this country?

Nj§ & tI s& omI yie Have you boiled this watert
ChE fish
éran meat

P YRV PNV 2 A
lyara melo lo wa ninu Ile yi%
s X _ 8

tabila

‘—

agé

S N

intse

288
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138.

How many rooms are there in this house®
tables
chairs
foot mats

e Y I | 4 A v
Iyara megrin lo wa ninu Ile yi.
2 X
tabila
.
aga
\_\
1nuse
There are four rooms 1in this house.
tables
chairs

foot mats

Group V: House and Furniture.

139.

140.

-_8_ N v A o A e v
Ilekun mejir nI o wa ninu Ile yi.

feresé
atupa }
f1t114
There are two doors in this house.
windows
lamps
I16*(k5riks) nI eyi. This 1s a thatched house.
{k66k6 } concrete
KETKe ré mud
§m§ stone
5lokuta brick
birikl
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141,

142,

143.

5.

146.

147.

L T SR V4 [P B T " Y 4
Ferese meta nlyara yi ni.
_\\
1l§kun
_)\v_l
Tle 1ka§981
This room has three windows.

doors

closets

Gbé tabilivni tI feress.
égé'ni
ékésé'ni
égﬁ'ni
Place that table against the window.

chair
ladder

Gbé agd yen si epd” Ilekuu. Put that chair by the door.
1t¢se stool
inﬁsé foot mat
Ma f1 ég§ yén ti s1 ébé'férésé, I b1 si ébé 5giri.
ép5ti
1t§s§

Don't put the chair against the window, put 1t against the

box wall.
stool
Gbe ibusun si aarin méji~ Put the bed in the middle of
iyéré. the room.

Sin ibusun n&a sl ard ogirI. Move the bed to the wall.

égé chair
tab1ili. table
Gbé apdti yi si &be Ibusun. Put this box under the bed.
290
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148.

149.

150.

151.

152.

_;"___\_ - Y N Y A v
MO ma¥ nfT s mI pamo sinu apoti yi.
\\\_
bata *mI
. —
8sf i1ntra

=01

I usually keep my clothes in this box.

shoes
towels
rr 2 s 1 I N L
Dingi merin ni Iyara yi nil. This room has four mirrors.
L S W VS
irori prillows
L S ¥
timtim
[V I A "'_\vv
Ko s1 dingi ninu” Iyara yl.
« N v NN
1rorl/timtim
N O v_ A
1gbal§
_\
Owo
t 1
There are no mirrors 1in this room.
pillows
brooms
P S N v A N e 2
Ilekun yi1 ko ni kokore. This door has no key/lock.
[ SR U VA VA_:A
Ferese y1 ko sé* ti. This window cannot be locked.
“_ N
Ilgkun door
. v 2
apoti box
-t S,y L ?
Ile 1kas®s1 closet

Group VI: Child Care.

153.

» 4 \
.

. v L4 - ’
Jowo ba mI mojuto

]
=

[l |
= =0
@ +=D +=O1

Please, take care of my child for me.
work

house
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154.

155.

156.

157.

158.

§é k1 O Jétn el 3 16° de% Should he eat before you returnt
Jédé go out
sun take a nap

g

s I S ~ - L A
Awtn &Zladugbo~wdllomd pupg.
V A 4 ALY
Inile die
’_ ”_
Ila§o didara

flaya to lewa

togbémﬁ$é
Our neighbors have many children.
some houses
good clothes
beautiful wives
pretty
Aw@n §m§'w§llér§ ladugbd pﬁp@.
ni Tleiwe
ni $4dsi

have a bath

Our children have many friends in the neighborhood.

school
church
Nwén s1 feéran 18t ma” ba They love to play very much
éw?n ?m@dé §1égbé'w§n with other children of their
ladugbd §éré pupd. age 1n the neighborhood.
Aw?n ?m?dé néélfé feresé yi. The children broke this window.
5le égé thieves chair
§1épé awsd policeman plate
§lé§é 540 burglars mortar
5giri wall
292
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159. Nigbd miran wén férdn latl ma” gbin Tgl.

se gre'
t&  ayo
k& 1we
k 1We

Sometimes they like to plant trees.

play
play ayo
read books
study
160. Nwén férén 1at1 ma™ gba They like to play ball.
boolu.
t1t
161. Nwon sI tun férén lati ma~ They also like to run here and
saré sihin, sare séhﬁn. there.
162. Nwén si ma~ ﬁs§ bé§lﬁ They threw ball from one to
s1 &ra~won, the other.

LA | L » U N, /e . =
163. Ma se J?kl nwon T nMnk&nkadn si éena~won.

o)]

M
t

®1
o

Do not let them put anything into their mouths.
eyes

ears

164. QOmdde kanlja b lati ori Igf.

oP§ oT: opg
Tle

oke

aféré

293
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165.

166,

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

A child fell down from the top of a tres.
palm tree

house
hill
bridge
ﬁs% ém? néélré pﬁpé.
e

- s -
orun (')W('D
6 A3 - .
orun ?S?

The child's leg was badly sprained.

hand
wrist
ankle
@wé *r&Ibo pupd His (her) hand was badly bruised.
éyé chest
éhin back
GJﬁgﬁn shin
53ﬁ'rélb5. His eye (face) was bruised.

A s1 gbé"l@silé éégﬁn. or: A si gbé 15 s1ile itégﬁ glaisan.
We took him to the hospital.
Jeki & gbe™ 13 s0dd” Let us take him to the doctor.
S
1

4

oni

L)

X
egun.

J¢ki awdn dm3dé yen w3lé. Let those children enter the

house.
S1 ri~ pé nwén de £11a~ Also see that they put on their
won nigbé kﬁﬁgbé t1 caps, whenever they play
nwén b, ﬁ§éré 1ode. outside.
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172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

=N
[ORN
3

=0l
=
[l
el
ct
H

Ko ti? sun.
Jgun
dublle

s;,a.‘Lsan

-

-—

» - rd
0] ngére ni.

’¢ A

ndara

rd 4 - » -

o sdkun/stnkun &.

b

glin nkankan
rd

Mé Jéki

=02
£y =01
[@RN

rd
sare
- » 4
faparg
4 » I'd
Bi o ba

L I .
wara I’?.

P, ld ’ - ’
fe* ke, fun™ ni

S1 gbé §m§léﬁgidi 'ré fin”.

A v " td 4 r Bl - _: —
Jowo, ma® mojuto Omd mI.
— N “ ’ . - - _:

N ko fq ki nk&nk&n $6°.

~"v ’ A~ v X [N
Gbve™ kuro ni oorun.

LY LY . v
thnkule
Vd »
bapa
LY “ ~
Qdeds

295

Is my child asleep®
awakened
bathed

arrived

Has

gone

He 1s not asleep.
has eaten

lain down
111

He 1s playing.
performing tricks

Do not let him cry.
fall
climb
run
break his arm
If he 1s about to cry, give him
his milk.

And also give him his doll.
Please take care of my child.

I do not want anything happen
to him.

Take him out of the sun.
off back yard
field

veranda/porch
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181.

182.

Group

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

X a

_ e = [N ’ » v
WO asq'rq fun® nu 1r91§.
'\ !t'l‘
awgtele.
4 - 4 _’ — - \
Fun®™ ni onjé re.
4 rd
pata
[N [N , ~
awgt?l§

VII: Illness and Injury.
Ki 16 ma $51a ni dpat
F3la
Ayindé
Bunk$la

rd -— - I_ \_
Bi m®& tI ri~ nul.

ﬁJ o §ﬁbﬁ lana?

- <

Aaunlsg pé 6 stibu.

A— " \1b6 5 " - V\i
paTre » 0jure naa

N
S1 WuUe.

- ’ - s 2 XX °
$ gbe 19 s1 Ile oogun.
— Id X .
Snigegun
rd
b&bdlawd

Id Id » )' .~ ’ ’, _
K1 nwon tojure¢ daadad.

Dress him up in the evening.

Give him his food.
underpants

underwear

What happened to Se¢la's arm.
('"What happened to S. on his

arm!')%

That 1s how I saw 1t.

D1d he fall down yesterday®

Adun said that he fell down.

He has lacerations on his arm,

and his eyes are also swollen.

Take him to the hospital.
doctor

native doctor

Let him be well taken care of.
('That they may care for him well
well. ')
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190. Joké, fiko fg k¢~ sére 1§dé.
niyara
niwégﬁ'lé
1¢nInkals

Joke, I do not want you to play outside.
in the room
in front of the house
in the backyard

191. Kild dé t1 §° £I fex Why don't you want us [to play
outside I?
192. @kﬁn l§m§=milsﬁn t1t1 My child criedall night. (!The
ddard., or: 1éér§ tears of my child flowed

until morning.!')

193. X gbe” 1§ si Ile dgun 184rd. We took him to the hospital in

the morning.

194. DOkitd/Onigegunini jigd 16 The doctor said that he had

wé‘ ni §sé. jigger in his foot.
195. Esé wd ni ﬁb%? Which foot?
196. Ese otun ni. It 1s the right foot.
197. M5 ri~ t1 O nfd 1ka §se naa lani.
eskanna

I saw him pulling at the toe yesterday.
nail

198. E ma™ gdre ni éédé ods. Play on the porch.
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199. Tayd me jeki 0lu jade laiwd &s3.
bata
sélibata
pété

Tayo do not let Olu go out without wearing clothes.

shoes
slippers
pants
200. Tko £§ ki Iba tabl 4isan s5°.
lakurégbe Inuririn

I do not want him to have fever or sickness.

rheumatism stomach ache

201. MG ni k3 Iba  10sé O kJja.

\ v x . ’ ~
1gb? Qrin losu

sébiyé lédﬁn
ekusa
s6geds

I had malaraia last week.
dysentery month
guinea worm year

ring worm

Mump
202. M& ni lati 15 Sogun fun”. I had to use drugs for 1t.
203. Ara*mI ko d& rara. I was not well at all.
20L. Sugbdn md tI san nisisiyl. But I am well now.
or:

.

Sugbon md I gbadin nisisiyl.
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205. MG bdra‘*mi mélé niblsun fun §3§ marin.
16ri Ibusun
I was 1n bed for five days.
('T covered myself up in bed for five days.')

206. Ma gé& 3Fki &sTngin fHwole Do not allow flies touch
5n3§. the food.
207. EsIngInibs &ran naa pupo. The meat 18 covered with flies.
E§in§in tT yé sori gran The flies have laid eggs on
y1. this meat.
208. Ird 8§30 yi mid 13ro pﬁp@. This type of snake 1s very

poilsonous.

209. Iru glantddkun (or: §1¢nd) yi ko 13ro rara.

This type of spider 1s not at all poisonous.
centipede
millipede

210. Ej0 néélbﬁ3§ é s1 ku lésék@sé.

stibu
dake
The snake bit him, and he died immediately.
fell
gave up the ghost
211. 6 £I opd pa 530 naa. He killed the snake with

walking stick. ('he took
a stick killed the snake!)
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2le.

213, {

[N [N v /l N s R v
Yanmu yanmulpQ lasiko yi.

He used a stone to kill the snake.

Mosquitoes are many at this time.

efon palm birds
ega snakes
€0
21k. 5ri§iri§i' kokoro ni 6 wA nisisiyl.
eera
1&8balaba
éJé
There are different kinds of 1insects around now.
ants
butterflies
snakes
215. M3 ri dié lana. I saw a few yesterday.
pﬁp@ many
216. Mo gbégbé K1 nsQ fun o I forgot to tell you yesterday.
lana.
217. Pé kini? (That) whate
218. Mo ri Segbon lard &jawa. I saw ticks/fleas on our dog.
510gbd cat
219. M3 r1 ékékéé, t§t§ﬁ§énké, I saw scorpion, black scorpion,

L3R N \ - rd — -
eerun, Ikan, égingin,

-— . . - - td 4
Iru, atI émirin.

300

emmets, white ants (termites),
flies, wild flies, and sand
flies.

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



BASIC COURSE

220. Paapaaljuild, md ri Ina 1ori avi lagd Aduks.
(or: papas)

Moreover I saw lice on Aduke's head and clothes.

221. Kanyan(kanyun)lmu 01Q ni 1k& §sé.
0g0do
0lu has an inflammation on his toe.
yaws
222. Bawd nT kanyun néél§é Mo "2
5g5d5

How did he get the inflammation?

yaws
223. 0 rin ni Ile¢ tuth ni.
Tnu égbéré
28949
He walked over wet ground.

in rain flood

pond, swampy area (dangerous)

L2

fﬁn'. Could I rub the inflammation
with salt®

22, 86 ki AfI Iyg rd

225. FIyora‘ki § to jade. Rub 1t with salt before you

go outside.

226, 81 wo bété'ré fun™ loni. Put his shoes on (for) him
today.
227. E§In§in1mé' nfa igbé érin. Flies generally cause
dysentery.
301
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229.

230.

231.

232.

233.

23.

Group

235.

- - r'd » - - I d ~ r'd v
E§1n§1nlma' nfa orisirisi Flies bring about various
X LN
arun. diseases.
I' - _I - 4 P d
Ma¥ bS onjé¥yin ki Cover your food so that flies
4 ~ Id
§gIngInima ba le”. do not light on 1t.

Awdn ekiiteSle tI n)é akara yi.
510ghd
§y§1e
5418

The mice have been eating this cake.

cats
pigeons
chickens

Jéki & d§ pékﬁté s11é naa. Let us set a trap in the house.
or: péﬁpé
nanfa

Ekuté tI té sIni™ lafun yi. A mouse has urinated into this

casgsava flour.

834 dlangba dog lizards

rd Id
g1y& Slogdse sSparrows

VIIIs Miscellaneous.

»’ 4
N1bS nI & tI wa® Where are you from?

302
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236,

237.

238.

239.

2L0.

2l1.

- ’
ml.
- v -
qrg'wa
- LY -
omd odo*wa
] ] [] (]

-— — s -
awak?'wa

O » =M}
H o

Oy -
L}
Oy De=D¢ e
iy
H> §>
Ht
o

oy
e
o
K
1t
o]

Do all of your relatives
friends
brothers

si1sters

, N\

‘mi

Beek$, kil g& gbdgbS §bi
n1 ngbe ni Ifg.

@gbén:mi agha Ingbé ni
“re Qkurin
*wZ Sbinrin
'w?n
My elder sibling lives
his brother
our sister
their
NibSs nI Ife  fwa®
6§6gb6
Ibadan
B

I am

a native of Ifg.

Qur friends are

Our houseboy 1s

Our driver is

live 1n Ife%

in Ife.

Dahdmi
Eko

1n Dahomey.
Lagos.

Where 18

- Ny v vV X N v A v =_’ A
Ifelwa nil Iha gusu si Ilesha.

Ife 1s south of Ilesa.

303

P$ ni o ﬁgbé ni ffé?

No, not all my relatives live

Ifg located?
Osogbo
Ibadan

Lagos
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2l2.

243.

2L,

2L5.

2L6.

2L7.

2L8.

ffélwé nitosi éshngG} Ife 1s very near to Oshogbo.
Isunm? Oushogbo.
k0s] nitdsy Ebéékﬁté. not very near to Abeokuta.
ko jinna si Abeokutd.

Tleshalwa
Ibadan.

ffélginné
1

N ~ [N v
Ibadan si

)~ LY
maili.

O»

)'_ 4 4
ma® nto
rd 1 —
lati wa
Ibadan.

v -~ . . v » »
ni 1ha: ar.wa 51 Ilesha 1s north of Ibadan.
v —_
s1 Shéakai. If? 1s far from Shakai.

EkO 0 Ogorun From Ibadan to Lagos 1s about

hundred miles.

wakatl mejl aabd It usually takes about two and
@ké lati EkO dé a half hours to drive from
Lagos to Ibadan.

Bawo 16 tT pé td t1 & t1 ngbé EkS?

» ] Y < - - - rd ’ , N «
or: Lati 1gbawd nlI & Ti ngbe EVo%

» rd - - v
nko YOruba
rd :_ 4 . » P rd ~
ngIse ni Embasi

1
Y LY
se gkunrun

S

How long have you been living in Lagos®

M5 t1 ﬁgbé ExS lati iwén

studying Yoruba®
working at the embassy®

suffering from this disease®
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I have been living in Lagos for about two years.

weeks
months
249. 0 6 gdin meld 6% t1 nly Ile 1we®
nwa
npaara
How long have you been attending school®
visiting
250. E ma bérﬁ. Don't be afraid.
féyé be apprehensive
f3hun si~ agree/ratify 1t
£330 da” overlook/ignore 1t
FT mi si1§ leave me behind
251. XinI 5rikd Gkunrin yén?
glagba
gtoju Ilé §ja
1j0ye
§m§binrin
What 1s the name of that man%
elderly person
storekeeper
chief
girls
252. MG md SrukdTrg sugbon md gbagbs nisisiyi.
Tsé
\‘\'l .
adugbo
I know his name, but I have forgotten i1t now.
occupation
address

305
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253. N3¢ & ranti SrukdTre?
ot L,
lati mu kgkgrq
lati til¢kun
latl ki~
Do you remember his name<®
Dad to bring the key®%
to close the door?
to greet him?

25). Jéwé durd dé mi. Please wa1lt for me.
s& gafara fun mT excuse
fowo si1¥ fun mI sign 1t
wédi'ré fun mi investigate 1t
wa '~ 1§n§k§n§ fun mi find 1t at all costs
255. MG fé awd°’mi lana. I broke my plate/basin yesterday.
6 1go washed Dbottle
ogirs wall
8agd watch
Ife tumbler
256, Aws*mI tI f£0. My plate (basin) 1s broken.
s§nﬁ lost

257. 51ﬁgbés§n, JéWé gbe 1 30kd fun éré:mi.

S€ Onj

=D

bl omI
dan bata

Olugbesan, give a chair to my friend.
cook fecod for

give water

polish my friends shoes for him
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258. @ré:r§ woQ Which one of your friends?
259. EmI Adéldja nI. I am Adelaja.
260. Aga miyi, & JOk3, Here 1s a chair, sit down, my
égbén:milﬁbé. brother/sister will be right
here.
261. E §é 5, 0 to iJémété. Thank you, 1t 1s been long since

we have seen you.

262. Kilo dé ti aburd’rd nrdju 1dsin yiz
ﬁs@kﬁn
f&jurs
Why 1s 1t that your brother i1s frowning this afternocon?
crying

looking sad
N v_'_\"\ N v v
263. Ko ri dwo Ogu¥re gba lana.
_\ .
eru’re

He did not get his salary yesterday.

baggage
26l . Nwén lﬁ‘lénﬁ.ké to de Tle. He was bitten on his way home.
jaf 1018 robbed
gbé'léti slapped
265. Nwon si tin & &s3"re yA.  They also tore his clothes.
266, Tani o na‘e Who beat him?
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267,

268.

- . . . v oL v A 4 ’ ~
Nko mQ, ko s1 s1i &dladugbo ti o mo.

§nlk§n

LR
TY

’
4
rd

enia

I don't know, and not one

no-one

no friend

no person

Be@ni éléb5§i§é’ré
glabagbe
514816
glabdjutd or:

Even his co-worker
room/house mate
defender
protector }

supervisor

308

of the neighbors knows 1t.

v .~ . LY
naa ko si mo.

£1ab3 Juto

did not know.
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GLOSSARY

§bé under part, underneath
abTkl (tone who 1s born and dies')
2abo half
abo return (N)
Fbils hut, village
abird younger, sibling
ada cutlass
5di§ chicken
édﬁg o nei1ghborhood
Edﬁpé thank you
gfara bridge
afefe or: Eféefe wind
afi~ except
égi chair
égényin people of Ghana or Togo
égbédé man's outer garment
égbédS malze
égbéré rainflood
§gbé gourd
égbé farmer
égb6 herb brew
309
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égbé ram

Fgbdwd cashier ('one who takes money!')
égb§n coconut

égbén basket

88gb hour, clock

2g0 (polite way of asking permission

to pass another person, or to

enter a house)

L3 [ 3 .
agutan sheep
&
ghere farm-shack
[N v
aife lack of desire
[NEN v »
ailara lack of relatives
L v v
alleko lack of education
AR v P -
airlonje famine
[N v »
ailowo lack of money
LI Y A v
aimowe ignorance, 1lliteracy
LIRS v
aini lack of something
LSRN - 4
al1sanwo non-payment
LYY -
alsun (any activity which requires
lack of sleep)
LAY -
aiwd without wearing
- 4
aja dog
.\ . L)
ajara vine, vineyard

() je(3), &3¢

ajo

money, the goddess of money

journey, foreign land, travel
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“ 8 8
akara
L W T Y
akasq
. 2 S v,
akéeké or: akeké
NN/
or: akékee
S, v
akokd

k5 Tha

foy
H

@<

[}
.
kqw
'

a

Qg

I d

labagbe

oy

EIORN

L v
1aba§1§

oy

g1abd Juto
gladughbd
alaafia
glaghba
Slagbiss
§1akdsE
élémESE
glangba
Flantakun
éléyé

al

-0

A} .~ v ~
alubqsa
LY LY

LY
amala
- P P A
amgrlka
_Q
amQ
L I V3
ans

. L) v

anamq

apa

bread, cake
ladder

scorpion

time, season
malaria

clerk
room/house mate

co~-workers

supervisor, overseer,

neighbor

health

elderly person
hireling labourer
director, chairman
Thursday

lizard

spider
information

late evening
onion

Qké made of yam
America

clay

yesterday

sweet potato

caretaker

part, section, arm, forelimb
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.~

. o
ape juwe

_\

&po

N v ' d
apoti

_)

ara

ard

—'/‘—
grabirin
-’A -
grakunrin
_\

aran

L 4 I d 4 A
aarin(meji)
_\ LY \ LY
drinrin ajo
L SV 4 \_)
ariwa ors ariwa
aro

LY L4
aroye

.’ ~

aaro

. N v A
aquuro

\ .\

arun

N v

arun

LY LY LY
asiko

v ’

S
a§aro

description

pocket, bag

box

relative, person

body

sister

brother

intestinal worms

middle

visitor, traveller, foreigner
north

song, lamentation
loquaciousness, complaint
morning

last rains of the season
disease, sickness, ailment, 1llness
fave

time

a food made from yams cooked with

oi1l, pepper, onion, etc.
representative
cloth
pepper
wind, breeze
and
storekeeper

a guide
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lo

ay&
L3 L)

aya

& A

gayu

ba
ba,

bEbELaws

béjé

I I [
bakdnnaa

baldglin
bate

[ ]
bawo

correction

lamp

we

driver

guinea fowl

spectacles

plate, basin, any china vessel
leather, leather sheath

they

article of clothing worn under
another

wife
chest (part of body)

garlic

to join a person 1n doing something

happen to do

native doctor
to spoil, to corrupt, to defile

likewise, same, 1dentical, equal
similar

captain, proper name
shoe

how?
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fo?

béy{

LI Y L)
beere

o o

o’
Do Do ~-Dy =Dy «Des -0

o’

Do Do
i
H

o2
H

Coe Mo

o’
e}

o © v
¢ Oy =Os =Do
n «0Ox
Hs H

Co

o
o

bﬁgé

LY
bus&n

dag

da
da

now, thus
to ask
to exist
to beg

like that

yes (11t 1s as you have said!')

to begin

to be afraid
Bible

Bini, Edo

to be angry
although

brick

to cover, to hide, to overwhelm

to be lacerated, bruised

to come

ball

to enter into
to dip out

to bite

to bite

to be well, all right

to cross

where 1s8%
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dahiin
Id O
da... Sju
I d »
dakq
da1d 3t
*
dan
I 4
dana

N L )
da... nu

I A 4 & »
dingi1 or: digi

to resemble

to answer, to reply

to be certain

to be silent, to give up the ghost
to be certain, to be sure
polished, bright; to polish

to kindle fire for cooking

throw away

to perform feats

to be good

cheer, good spirits

to arrive, happen

to tie

to set a trap, to allure, to tempt
to become, be

good

solid (cf. di 'condense, tie up!')
some

little by laittle

to lessen, to decrease

glass, windowpane, mirror

cheap

to occupy

ripe plantain fried in oil

sickle

to lie down
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o

dudu
dﬁpé

dun

rd 4
duro

ebe
EbT
ede
€egbdn
L4 rd »
eekanna

2’ .

ei1pini

Lo
[0]]

J
- LY

€eJ1

— LY

€Jo

LY LY V3
ekusa
[ B 4
ekuteéle
- ’ -
€lepd

LY v

elo

h -

eml

b - —
emirin

- rd

éni

LY LAY

enia

Epd

black

to thank

sweet, glad

to stand

round heap for planting yams

hunger

language dialect

tick, flea

nai1l (of finger or toe)

half penny

seven

two

snake
ringworm

mouse

01l vendor

how much?

I

large sand fly

one
person

o1l
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épd 5yinb5 kerosene

eera ant

sre play, game sport

635 Igl fruit

6singin housefly

Sb1 ear

Swe leaf

ews what? which®

éwﬁré goat

eyl this

éyikéyi any one, anykind, anywhatever

e you (pl. or courteous sg.)

§b5 nearness, vicinity

ébé a type of food-from cooked cassava
grains

éb@ é§5r5

&bl family

ébﬁn gift

éédé porch, balcony

éfé S1X

éf§ green vegetable

éf?n mosquito

égé palm birds

§gbé companion

égbén senlor sibling
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. v

08¢ cassava
éhin back
éhinkﬁlé backyard
ehin 3dI abroad
CRED fish
éJ? ei1ght
éké education, schooling
ék? a solid food made from maize
§kﬁn weeping
sleds pig
Slegbe one's fellow
emu palm wine
én yes
§ni mat
§nik§n anyone
ént mouth
épé groundnuts
éran meat
érin four
§rﬁ load
éérﬁn dry season
§s§ foot, leg
ésgn nine
eta three
éwé ten

318

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



BASIC COURSE

I+

-0
=, 5, B

(D » -(Dl

- rd
faranse
f\ . v

ayawo

LY LY v
ferese

cooked beans
beauty, comeliness
shirt, garment
pigeon

egg

palm nuts

you (pl. or courteous sg.)

to draw, stretch

to be slow, crawl, glide
to be sullen, to look sad
to sprain, fracture arm
French

to smuggle

window

to want

to blow

to love, to like, to prefer to
almost

to put

with the result that...
hat

to store, set aside
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fisilé desert, forsake, put down
£1t114 lamp
£o to jump
fohunsy agree
f53ﬁf6d§ overlook, 1gnore
£orijl pardon, forgive
féyé to be apprehensive
fé to shatter, break 1n pieces
fé to wash
£5woLe to touch
fun to give
fun for
fanfin white
gébgsi east
gafard excuse, apology, permission
gani exactly
gbé to get
gbé to kick, to sweep, to slap
gbadin to enjoy
gbégbé to forget
gbégﬁdé =égé
gbémﬁ§é to be beautiful, to be pretty
gbe to dwell
gbe to take (a heavy thing)
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I

I~

gbeyawd
gbé
gbin
gbé
gbdgbd
gbéné

gb41ohin

o N
haa

—r
Heusa

- ~
Tha
LYY Ay

-~
1beere

to marry

to be dry

to plant

old

all, every

to be hot

sentence, phrase, word, syllable
to hear

to be i1ntelligent

exactly, accordingly, perfectly
Just a laittle after

English

long, tall

to climb

to be long

to pound (yams, etc.)

to stab

South

(1nterjection)
Hausa

to boil

fever
inquiry

there
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Tbepd pawpaw
Thi here
IbI place
IbInd wrath, anger, passion
TbIse place of work
116 Igbo
Ibd where
ib§n gun
1busun bed
1dahin answer
1d8na act of kindling fire for ccoking
idgriyé cheerfulness
1dundy fried yam
Ifé tumbler
Igba 200
igbﬁ time
igbé fruit of the locust plant
igbé calabash
1gbald broom
igbé érin dysentery
IgT tree, firewood
igé bottle
Tha side
iJé competition
iJQéngﬁn fi1fteen days ago
i3§fé six days ago
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- »

inma

N - -
inura

e ’, ’ —
ilnu rirun
N — LY
1nus§

1pe

four days ago
three days ago
ten days ago
chief

government
finger, toe
white ants, termites
box, closet
cooking pot
Tkoyx

okra

east

house

kitchen
bathroom

pantry

school (bldg.)
floor, ground, nation
door

fireg lice
stomach, inside
wiping
stomach~ache
foot mat

call, invitation

rice

dew
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Trin steel, 1ron

. & LY

irin aJo journey

L I W Y

1rohin news

\\lV

1role evening

« N v

irorl pillow

- T

Iru kind, sort
.

Iru wild fly

. v

1sana matches

LY

18Inml rest, vacation

NN

1sTsiyi (also 1s now

heard with other

tone patterns)

,
1se work
. v L4
1seju minute, second
IsIn (kind of fruit)
. v A
181ro arithmetic, counting
\ LN [N
1S0WO trading, merchandise
Ist yam
- - - . L)
Ist éwura water yam
. .
1ta story, history
S v
1tgs§ stool
LY . v
1tosa nearness
. .
1to urine
. - .
1tumq meaning
. v’v
iwadl inguiry
- ’ ’ b
Twa Ju front; forelead
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fea

1we book

1we ard poetry book

1we idaréyé comic book

1we 1tan comic book

iwé you (sg.).

iwé sorun west

iwén measurement, weight

Iyén pounded yam

lyars room

iyété difference

iyén that

iyéwé wife

iyé salt

1y5ni trouble

Jé/Jébé to fall

Jédé o go out, to protrude

jafraatras smart

Jégﬁdé prckpocket

)€ to eat

Jé to be

jeki to allow, to permit, to let,
tletts...!

Jémé to relate to

Ji to be awake, to wake up, to steal
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b=

3igd Jigger

Jiné well-cooked

Jinné far

35 to dance

10k3 to s1t down

Jéné to fail, become scorched

Jélé smooth, even

3§w§ please, pardon

Jﬁ to be excessive

jq@... 10 to exceed something

Jﬁwé to point out, to direct, to descraibe,
to explain, to 1llustrate

ks to read

kélémﬁ pen

kan to break, snap in two

kan contraction of 'ékﬁn' one

kan to reach, to touch at, to knock at the
door; to nail (with a hammer)

ka&n sour, acid, sore, peevish, painful

k&na on the fire

kIRKETS concrete, cement

kéyﬁn inflammation of parts between the toes

keds to proclaim, to announce, to publicize

kere small, little
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=

k

w
~-0O¢ =<

LY
(o)
[}

I d
ek
[]

»
1

13

.
ka-

4 4 r d
kikuru
kfni

e’ 0, )
kinswea
Kirikl

r'd rd
ki... to...

L
ko

r d
ko
koda

- . LY
kokoro
korikdo or: kGokO
ko

[ §

- ?
ko)a

=

>
-

Y
s «Os «Os =00
~
=Ow
=
=09

0]
o]
H
H

]

4
’

v

5
4

bicycle

to learn

to greet, salute, visit

not
short
what?
Kingsway
Greek
before

not

to take several things

even so,
insect
grass, thatch

to write

to pass by

nevertheless

to learn, study

penny

coffee

to pass by; beyond, above; ago,

gone by, last

one aplece
key

to memorize
to die

stump

327
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|

A

kuro
kuta

’

la

» [
1&bdlaba
148 f0n
lagba ia

N2X N

laakaye

lakuUrégbs

l.—l
5
E>
o]

[}
Hy Oy =0»
= 0
O] ¢ 33
N
-~
[ )]
-0

-

to move away

to be unsaleable

to lick

butterfly, moth

qké made of cassava flour
So-and-So

common sense, understanding
rheumatism

doll

from

1s on, over

to drive away

to be able

after

1mmediately, at once

strong

to use

above, upon, on the top of
to be painful, to be poisonous
to be intelligent, wise

to go

1n anyway, by any means, at all

costs
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IS

rd
ma,
~
ma
"
ma.
~
ma.
LN F AR
maaluu (also heard

with other tone

patterns)

2’ » .
mangoro
marina

’ ~ v
me j1la

’ v
melo

rd ~
meri

LAY v »
mqqdogun
. ~ v
m?rlnla

’ ~ v
m?tala

rd rd rd
mo juto

’ ~
moke

», » A
moloni

,

mo
1

(marker of negative imperative)

(exclamatory or emphatic particle)

(aspect 1ndicator)
1s

COwW

mango
(a street in Lagos)
12

how many

Mary

15

1

13

me, my

another

first person pronoun singular

number, I
to oversee
to be successful
(a street in Lagos)

again, any more
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Is

mé to be clean

mé to know

mokanla 11

mélé (as a second component of a verb
phrase) completely

ma to take, catch

mi to draink

na to flog

naa the

nai ninepence

n§3ﬁ to relax, get fresh air

nara to rest

ni to have

nI 18

nibs where

nigbakinigba whenever

nighdmiran sometimes, at times

nighbawd when?

nira to be delicate, difficult

nitdsy near

nje (1ntroduces yes-no questions)

Ak&n or: Ankan thing

finkankan anything

n to wipe
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jo

o1

On

- = N . v
ogIrI ikowe

you (sg. subject)
he, she, 1t

(reply to various greetings)
rarent

kolanut

woman

outside

city wall, fortification
river

mortar

wall

blackboard

yaws

drug

twenty

thing

the metal lead
pencil

rain

daily, everyday

eye

skin

hill, top, mountain

rope
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okunrun
5le
510gbd
516g5se
510kutd ors okutd
514tu

- » rd
Slowo

- -~ v - - N i3
51lukonI/51luko
- LY .\ v »
oluranlgw?

- ’ -

oluwd

omI

- — s ~

SmI dadi

- - -~ LY A4

oml 1k9we

- -~

ofi/oln

- ' d I d

Onile

- Id b3 ~
Snigsegun

— d » .
Snigowo

-
onj}

Dy

- LY \ v »
dluranlowo

disease

thief

cat

sSparrow

stone

president, governor

a rich persong

guides

a teacher, an instructor, a trainer

agsistant
lord

water

1ce, Snow
ink

he, she, 1t
house-owner
doctor, physician
trader

food
assistant
street

head, top

different, assorted, variety

pain, poison

orange
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L I [P
ormbo kikian
~v

~

ororo

N v 2 A N
ororo egusi
LV S S

ororo epa

- v 2 s A
ororo lara

oora

dyin
0y1nbd/0y1bd

bakan

=0f =0+ =0
o’ oy
-0 » =01

Qs =Oo»
log
®, «0Of

lemon

groundnut o1l
melon seed o1l
groundnut o1l
castor oil

heat

name

sun

the left

baocbab tree fruit
month

truth

coldness

money

salary, wage
cloudy part of dry season

intelligence, understanding,
wisdom

heney, syrup
white man
half-sibling
knife

soup

monkey

grass field
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odede veranda, porch

édé one's presence

§dﬁn year

§gén at once, 1mmediately, instantly
Sgbon thirty

6gb6n wisdom

1 ]

égédé banana

égédé égbigbé plantain

égénét%n cold, damp, gloomy weather

LY . . \
or: lennltln

égédé pond, dangerously swampy area

§g§n speed

§3§ market

3¢ day

§Jééti Friday

§3é'3im§ Friday

§3éké3i§sé Tuesday

§Jékérin ose Thursday

§3ék¢té és\ Wednesday

§3ékinissé Monday

§3é:sinmf Sunday

§ké food made from yam flour or other
flour

§k§n one

§k§ vehicle, conveyance

§ké hoe, spade
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éké spear
éékﬁn millipede
§kﬁnrin man
§1§ tomorrow
§lép§ policeman
§lé§§ burglar
omd child
omolangI doll
omd édé domestic help
énﬁ road, way, path, street, clue
opé. walking stick
épé palm tree
ép% oy1inbd pineapple
épél?pé ruch, many
éré friend
éré speech, word, conversation
Srun neck
<§r~1:1n §sc§ ankle
§rﬁn §w§ wrist
0san afternoon
Ssan orange
gsan wéwé lime
ésé Sunday
o3¢ soap
§ti liquor
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otun the right

5w hand

§w§ broom

§yé harmattan

pa to kill

pédé to return

pa... dé to shut

pékﬁté mouse trap

pimé tc protect

paapaal or: papaa especi1ally, particularly

pépé grass field

péri to finish

pété underpants, shorts used in working

(§i)‘,.péyé to open wide

payan® Spaniard, Spanish language

pé to say that...

pé to be correct

pé to call

pé to delay

pélé to be sorry, sympathize

pélﬁ 18 with

pépéyé duck

pidén to perform sleight of hand
336
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1=

o] o] o]
Ot Hi
S
&

0Q
el

c s
o

o] o]
=0 wOs =0Or
ja

he]
i
g
jAv]

el
O

o}
-0>

determine, resolve
Portuguese

to be abundant

to be ripe

pound sterling
brown, red

very much

to rub

to buy

to rot

to travel, to journey
to send

to sew

to help

to send a message

to remember

not at all

to expect
your (sg.)
his, her, 1ts
to tire

to see
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lta

ri ever
rin to walk, to travel
ro to pain
ro to think
ré to dislocate, sprain
ré to fall (of rain)
rora to be careful, to deal gently
sa Just
saka completely
salubata slippers
s&n to pay
sare to run
sard Sierra Leone
satide Saturday
s€ to cook
sé to fall (of dew) to gush (of other
liquid)
s1 also, and, likewise
s1 to
s1 there 1s (neg.)
sihin-s¢hin here and there
sin to worship
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sis? sixpence
sébiyé guinea worm
sokoto or: §5k5t5 trousers
89 to say
s0 to throw
s§kﬁn or: sdnkun to cry, to weep
s§n~ to get lost
séré to speak
sétén to narrate, to tell a story
sukuri school
sun to sleep
sﬁnmé near
sﬁ—ﬁrﬁ patience
§é merely
§éisén to be 111
séléyé to explain
§é (marks yes-no questions)
=1 to do, make
§égbé decay, to disintegrate
$8gédé mump s
§éﬁ3i or: séﬁgi change, (money)
§éré to play
§é§é has just
$6-Un (used 1n thanking) do something
$i to open
§ilé shillaing
339
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et

ta
ta
tabl

tab1ill

£
t1
t1kiitl

LYY LYY
timbtim

to expose,

to represent

to reveal, to open wide

to be difficult

church

to fall down

but

to shoot; to rise (of sun)

to sell

or

table

to finish

who?

centipede

to play §y5

after,

follow

to do in advance

to type, print

when

(tense 1ndicator)

(possessive)

to shut tightly, lock

ticket

pillow
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I=

it street

t1t1 until

£0 to amount to, sufficient, enough

o approximately

tobI big

té to follow

té to urinate

tégﬁ to prepare, see to

téré threepence

tﬁm@ to translate

tun to do aga.n

tintin new

tatu to be cold

tuth cold

£aWo a food made from flour and served
with butter and soup

wa look for

wa to come

wa to be located, exist

wadl to 1nguire, to i1nvestigate

wakaty hour (period)

wa nilg to be on hand

wara milk

wé to bathe

wéwé small fragments

341

Hosted for free on livelingua.com



YORUBA

fe<

W1 to say
wiyé to wash the hands
wé to put on clothing
wo to enter
woml to dive, fall into the water
wén to be expensive
won their
wén they
wu to swell
WU to please
yé to borrow, lend
ya to tear
yé turn aside
yé to be characterized by
y& to rend, to tear
yénmﬁyénmﬁ mosquito
yénrin sand
yéré to be quick, to be nimble, to hasten
yara or: i1yara room
yér§ to become paralyzed
yété to be different
ye to understand (impers.)
yé 1€ to succeed
342
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y§ to be necessary

yé... WO to examine

yin your (pl. or courteous sg.)
yinyin hail, snow

¥0 to be filled (tood or drink)
y6rﬁb5 Yoruba

y§ appear, to escape, to be free

from, to save

y6b6 to be clownish
[ |

343
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